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HISTORY 



BAMPTON. 



The geography of Britain, as of all the modern countries of 
Eniope, has undergone at least two, perhaps in some parts 
three changes of nomenclature since the beginning of the Chris- 
tian era. The names of places, which occur in early British 
history, whilst the ancient Britons still enjoyed independence, 
were mostly altered or modified by the Bomans. The Italian 
pronunciation still delights to give euphony to the Teutonic and 
Celtic names of the north, by adding vowels and syllabic termi- 
nations to the uncouth consonants of the native idiom.* 

After the departure of the Eomans, the country now called 
England, but at that time Britain, was invaded and conquered 



*«The British prince, who bravely opposed the inyasion of Julius Caesar, is thought to 
have been called Caswallon in his native tongue : but the classic ears of the Roman inva- 
ders softened the term into the more flowing majesty of Cassibellaunus. 

Cunobelin or Cunobelinus was another British prince of note : he is called Cymbeline by 
Shakespeare. 

Many instances of this change of name occur in history. In some eases when the sound 
suits the idioms of both languages, a change of spelling alone takes plaee. Tbus 
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by the Saxons. The first leaders of this tribe of barbarians, 
Hengist and Horsa, landed in the year of our Lord 449, and at 
the end of a hundred and fifty years, during which there were 
continual wars between them and the Britons, we find that the 
names of most of the towns were changed or in some way 
modified by the new-comers, t 

In the year 1066, William the Conqueror landed at Hastings, 
and in the course of his reign nearly all the baronies and great 
fiefs of the €rown changed hands and became the property of 
the Norman lords who accompanied tlie Duke. We can- 
not doubt that many places, of less note or situated in remote 
districts, received new names according to the fancy or caprice 
of their new owners. 

To these causes may be mainly ascribed the great difficulty, 
which we have in identifying places, as described in ancient 
authors, with towns and villages still existing. 

There is little doubt that the town of Bampton is one of the 
oldest in England. The etymology of the name shows it to 
be of Ancient British origin, unchanged by the tide of Anglo- 
Saxon invasion, which swept away so much of British laws, 
customs and language. The termination -ton, which marks 
so many names of towns all over the island, is spelt in nearly 



Daubigny, a freebooting captain of the fifteenth century, is called D'Obigni by the polite 
Italians, \7h0Be purses he took ftom them. 

t In proof of this observation, we have several instances in the Ecclesiastical His- 
tory of Venerable Bede, where two names are given to the same place. Thus in the 
second chapter of the first book, he says, " The blessed Alban suffered death on the 
22nd of June, near the city of Verulam, which is now by the English nation called 
Verlamacestir or Varlingacestir." 
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all old manuscripts -tune, and was probably at first pronounc- 
ed as the modem Scotch pronounce it, -toon. A large num- 
ber of English towns end with the syllable -don, and this 
termination also is written -dun or -dune in ancient manu- 
scripts. 

It is not to be denied that these terminations -ton and 
-DON are also Anglo-Saxon forms,''^ and pass for such among 
lexicographers: but those who reflect on the numerous 
names of towns, ending in -dunum &c. and existing over 
all Ancient Britain and Gbul, long before the invasion of the 
Saxons, can hardly avoid the inference that the Celtic language 
was the source from which flowed those Saxon names 
of towns ending in -don and -ton^ as was before observed. 

If then this theory be correct, — and I think it is hardly 
susceptible ri a doubt, — ^it remains to enquire what was the 
primitive signification of these syllables -ton -don, -tune, 
-DUNE, -DUNUM, -DiNUM, &c. from which are derived the 
modem English words -town and -down. Now the theory 
that these words are of British or Celtic origin is much 
strengthened by the fact that the French language, which, like 
the English, derives many words from the old Celtic, still 
retains the word dune denoting a height or EinNENCE, 
generally of an open or exposed character, and similar in 



* It is the preTailing opinion, that the Anglo-Saxons entirely extenninated the Britons : 
but this is surely a mistake. The inhabitants of all the south of Britain, in the time of 
Julius Caesar, were of Belgic, not of Celtic descent, and it is probable that they were a 
kindred race to the Anglo-Saxons. If so, the victorious Anglo-Saxons would not exterm- 

B 
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appearance to that particular kind of country which we call 
a DOWN. K therefore we can discover any connection be- 
tween the idea of a town^ as we at present understand 
the word^ and that of a: down^ we shall have no difficulty 
in proving that -ton, -tune, -don, -dune, -down and town 
Are different modifications of the same word, and, as far 
as etymology is concerned, denote the same thing. Such a 
connection is not difiicult to find, when we reflect that the 
towns of the Ancient Britons were all strongholds, erected 
on DOWNS or heights, according to the description given 
of them by Csesar and other ancient writers. 

These observations will lead the reader to perceive from 
etymology that the word Bampton is at all events as old 
as the Anglo-Saxons, and probably of Ancient British origin.t 

This inference would be conclusive, if we could trace the 
first syllable of the word Bampton to an equally early 
origin, but I am not acquainted with any Celtic or An- 
cient British word from which the syllable bam can have been 



iaate,but amalgamate with the subdued Britons, and their future dialect would show traces 
of the union. The same view of the subject is taken by Sir Francis Palgrave. " It may 
be remarked, that the influence of conquest was often counteracted and neutralized 
by the affinity of the conquering and the conquered nations. The waves which flowed 
In the same channel usually proceeded f^om the same source. Thus, in England, the 
oiiginal Belgic population of Lloegria, and their despoilers, and those who subdued th« 
vanquished victors were all brethren : Britons and Anglo-Saxons, Danes and Normans 
were all relations, however hostile, they were all kinsmen, shedding kindred blood : and 
even when the races were not so nearly connected,the pervading resemblances of the laws 
of the earlier ages contributed to lighten the yoke of conquest, and to disguise the innova- 
tions which were really effected by the transfer of sovereignty." 

PALORAVE's rise and progress of the ANGLO-SAXON COMMONWEALTH. 4t0, 

Part I, London, 1832, p. 35. 
t Since writing as above, I have received a letter from the Rev. John Jones, Vicar 
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derived ; its etymology is pure Saxon, and it is written in 
that language beam, which like baum in Gennan signifies a 
'tree/ though the term has after many centuries been nar- 
rowed in application, until it signifies no longer the living 
tree, but the log or trunk of it after it has been felled and 
hewn, and placed as a main-timber or beam to support the 
roof or ceiling of a house, t 

It would appear, then, from this etymology that the name 
BAMPTON is equivalent to tree-town, and we are at once 



of Nevern, and one of our first Welih scholars. He refers me to Dr. John Davies's 
Welsh-Latin dictionary printed in London, A. D. 1632, and to Dr. Owen Pughe's English- 
Welsh Dictionary. 

From the former of these vrorks I extract the following meanings : 

<*DiN, idem quod Dikas. 
DiNAs, civitas, urbs. heb Medinah, Pagn. in ... Dun. Arab. Medinaton." 

From the latter : 

"DIN, a fortified hill or mount ; a camp ; a fort. It forms the names of a great num- 
ber of places in those countries which were inhabited by the CTMRTor Ancient Britons. 
Hence the -dunum, -dinum or the -dikivm, of the B4>mans ; -vunk, -don, -tov, 
and TOWN of the English." 

To these extracts may be added the following ttooi Bosworth's Anglo-Saxon 
dictionary. 

"DUNE, f. [Plat. Ger. d?ke, f. Dut. duinxn, m. pi.. Dan. dtnxhkx, f. pi. Frs. dunk f. 
Celt. Bret. tun. f.] a mountain, hill, downs ; mons,— [then follow references to 
passages in the Anglo-Saxon Bible]— T of dunk, adunb, down, dowk-wards. 

TUN, Es ; m. [Plat, txtvn, m. a hedge, garden: Dut. tuin, m. a garden, hedge : Ger. zavx, 
m. a hedge; old Ger. tune, zun : Not. steinzun, a wall; Icel. tuk. n. vlridarium, pratum 
domesticimi; Wei. DiN,DiNAs,a city: Gael. TuiN,f. a dwelling-place: Ir. Gael, dun ,m. a for- 
tress, tower, a fortified hill, a hill, hedge, heap: Ir. TATM,f. a town— ttnan to enclose.] 
1. a place fenced round or enclosed ; septum quodvis. 2. A close, field, yard, fiurm, local 
possession: praedium, fundus, ager, possess io. 3. A place of residence, house, dwelling, 
village, TOWN, a territory lying within the bounds of a town : habitaculum, domus, vicus, 
villa, oppidimi. 4. A class, course, turn ; classis." 

Then follow examples of the use of the word. 

t The explanation of Beamdune found in Bosworth's Anglo-Saxon dictionary. 
" beam-dune, beam a tree, dune a hill. 

The name of many places in England, so called from their elevated position, covered 
with wood , now corrupted into Bampton." Chr. 814. 
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led to conjecture that this appellation was given to it fix)m 
the woody character of the surrounding country. There is^ 
indeed^ no doubt that the whole tract of country in which 
it is situated^ like all swampy places fi*equently subject to 
inundation^ was covered with a large forest^ in memory of which 
the name of 'Hampton in the Bush/' distinguishing the 
town &om others^ its namesakes^ has descended even to our 
own times. 

§ 2. DBSCEIPnoN OP BAMPTON IN ITS PRESENT STATE. 

Leaving then the etymology of the name as sr'ficiently 
ascertained for ov^ present purpose^ I shall proceed to 
describe the parish in its present state^ with reference 
to its position in the county of Oxford^ the nature of its 
soil^ and its bearings in regard to other towns and places 
of greater importance in its vicinity. 

A very slight inspection of the map of England will shew 
that the river called successively the Isis and the Thames, 
for a length of about 100 miles, forms a boundary between 
the counties of Oxfordshire and Berkshire. This noble 
stream leaves Glocestershire near the small village of Kelms- 
cott and flowing eastward takes a beq|d, first towards the 
north and afterwards back to the sot^ so as to enclose a 
large projecting part of Berkshire. It then makes a large 
bend towards the east and again ascending towards the 
north and enclosing in its course all the southern half 
of Oxfordshire, it quits the county at the market town of 
Henley upon Thames. 



THSNEV/ YORK 

PUBLIC LIBRARV 



A8T0H, LENOX AM* 
TILW«*» FOUN0AT«Wt. 



HISTORY OF BAMPTON. xvii 

At the south-western corner of Oxfordshire, and lying on 
the north side of the river, is the hundred of Bampton, 
which, besides the market-town and parish of Bampton with 
its various hamlets, contains the large and ancient towns of 
Witney and Burford, the township of Grafton, the parishes 
of Alvescott, Asthall, Asthall Leigh, Black Bourton other- 
wise called Boreton or Burton Abbaf s, Bradwell, Broughton 
Poggs, Clanfield, Ducklington, Filkins, Ilarley, Ilardi^icke, 
Kelrascott, Kencott, Brize-Norton, Radcot, Standlake, Upton, 
Signet, Westwell, Yelford, and the chapelry of Holwell. 
The hundred of Bampton is cut off from the rest of the 
county by the river Windrush or Wainrus, which leaving 
Gloucestershire near Burford, separates the hundred of Bamp- 
ton from that of Wootton, and passing on to Witney bends 
towards the south, and after forming a boundary line between 
Bampton and Chadlington hundreds, falls into the Isis neBX 
New Bridge in the parish of Standlake. The parish of Bamp- 
ton is the most southerly in the hundred to which it gives 
a name, and is bounded on the south by the river Isis which 
skirts it for a distance of about 8 miles between the par- 
ishes of Standlake on the east and Clanfield on the west. 
The boundary line, where it quits the river on the east, 
touches successively on. the parish of Standlake, Hardwicke 
field, Yelford, Ducklington, Curbridge a hamlet in the pa- 
rish of Witney, Brize-Norton, Blackbourton and Clanfield, 
after which it again joins the river on the western side 
of the parish about a mile short of Radcot bridge. 

C 
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Tliis large pariHh in distant about 7 miles 8. E. by 8. 
from Burford 8. W. by W. from Witney, and about 
14 miles W. from Oxford in a strait line through the parishes 
of Stanlakc and North-moor, across Bablock-hythc feny, and 
from thence through the grounds of the Earl of Abingdon 
and the village of Cumuor, to Oxford. The communication 
between Bampton and London has always l)een attended 
with many difficulties, resulting partly from the nature of 
the country, and partly from its not being situated near any 
of the great high-roads which connect London with the pro- 
vinces. Whilst on the south or Berkshire side of the river 
the country rises suddenly into a long chain of hills extending 
for many miles east and west, and leaving little or no in- 
terval between their foot and the water's edge, the country on 
the side of Oxfordshire expands into a large plain, reaching 
from Cumnor in the east to beyond Fairford in the west^ a 
distance of from twenty to thirty miles. In this extent of 
country ; bordering on the north bank of the river Isis, some 
parts of the parish of Bampton are the very lowest, lying, here 
and there, almost as bw as the river's bed^ so thai 

an inundation is a matter of frequent occurrence, and in 
winter many thousand acres are covered with water. The 
length of Bampton parish is about 6 miles from its most 
eastern hamlet Brighthampton to its western boundary on the 
Clanfield road. In this direction the country is perfectly flat 
with hardly the sh'ghtest rise or undulation of surface; but 
its width, which extends from Tadpole bridge in the south 
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to Lew, the most northerly hamlet of Bampton parish, is 
about 4 miles, of which the last mile and half is a gradual 
rise towards a line of low hills running from Hardwicke and 
Standlake fields in the East through Yelford, and Lew, where 
it rises to its highest elevation at Lew Barrow, and falls 
away gradually on all sides between the parishes of Brize- 
Norton, Black-Boreton and Kencot. 

In the midst of the flat bounded on the north by the Lew 
hills and on the south by the river Isis, is situated the 
town of Bampton, at about equal distances from the north- 
ern and southern boundaries of tlie parish, but much nearer 
to its western extremity, being four miles distant from the 
latter and only one mile from the former. 

The parish contains, besides the township of Bampton, the 
hamlets of Weald, Haddon, Lew, Aston, Chimney, Bright- 
bampton. Old Shifford, New Shifford, Cote, and Rushey. 
Of these hamlets. Lew is sufficiently extensive to become 
hereafter a parish by itself. Aston is a still more consider- 
able village, and will, in conjunction with Cote, Brighthamptoii, 
Chimney, Old and New Shifford, form another separate pa- 
rish, so that Bampton will retain, of all its former depen- 
dences, nothing but the hamlets of Rushey, Haddon and Weald, 
the last of which already joins it so as to shew no apparent 
separation. 

Of these villages, and hamlets, some are of the smallest 
description, being rather localities than places where several 
families reside. Thus Haddon contains only one farm-house and 
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a few cottages of kbourers. Cliimiiey has two fann-honsesr 
only, and Eushey, situated on the river at almost the south-west- 
ern comer of the parish, contains only one house, inhabited by 
a single family, who have the charge of a lock established there 
to facilitate the navigation of the river. I may observe that 
the etymology of the name "Rush-eye, or the *' Isle of rushes,'' is 
substantiated not only by the nature of the place, but by the 
similar forms, '^Sheppey '' or the ^Msle of sheep,'' '^Thomey" 
or the 'Msle of thorns, " ^' Anglesey," or the " isle of the An- 
gles," and others, which abound in almost all parts of Eng- 
land. But it is not necessary to go to a distance for examples 
of this ancient Anglo-Saxon mode of forming names of places ; 
for I believe the hamlet of Chimney may possibly derive its 
name in a similar manner, as if written Chimn-eye, though there 
is another etymology of this name which will be hereafter men- 
tioned ; and Lake Reddy lane, which leads from the Buckland 
road down towards the meadows, seems to retain traces of having 
originally taken its name from ^^ReeJ-eye" or the ''isle of 
reeds." It has been abeady observed that the name of 
Bampton signifies the " Tree- town," and to conclude the hst 
it may be observed that Aston is written Estune i. e. East- 
town in Leofric's Charter : Shifford is the " sheep-ford," Bright- 
hampton is composed of the three words, bkight, ham, and 
TOWN : Haddon is a word formed out of the old termination 
-DON, before described, though the meaning of its first syllable 
HAD- seems more uncertain ; but the etymology of Lew has 
hitherto baffled all my enquiries. 
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§ 3. OF THE CLIMATE AND SOIL OF BAMPTON PARISH. 

The climate of Bampton is considered to be remarkably salu- 
brious, owing, in a great measure, to the gravelly nature of the 
soil. The water also is excellent, except in situations where it 
is exposed to contamination from decayed vegetable-matter. 
Fish abounds, not only in the river, but in all the brooks ; and 
the fine flavour which they possess, is thought to be a strong 
proof of the healthiness of the air. The soil of the northern 
part of Bampton parish, which lies upon the hill from Yelford 
to Brize-Norton, including the whole of Lew, abounds in clay, 
which renders the cultivation of the land more difficult and its 
profits less ample, but the soil of that portion of the district 
which Ues in the plain, is a continued stratum of gravel cover- 
ed by a thin surface of vegetable mould. It is tolerably fertile 
and susceptible of a liigh degree of cultivation, except where it 
is exposed to the annual inundation from the river. The num- 
ber of acres in the whole parish is about 10000, of which 3000 
are under the plough. The grain mostly cultivated is wheat, 
and the system of agriculture varies according to the taste or 
discretion of the farmers. This latitude of practise has however 
been introduced, only since the Inclosure-Act of 1812 ; for, 
when the principal part of the parish was laid out in common 
fields, it was necessary that a uniform system should be follow- 
ed, to ensure an equal share of benefit to all who had a right of 
common. The course then pursued was the four-year or four- 
crop course : according to which they sowed wheat the first 
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year^ beans the secoiid^ and barley the thirds after which the 
land was suffered to lie flEdlow the fourth year^ to recover its 
strength for the ensuing crop of wheat. 

But many other kinds of grain grow with much freedom in all 
parts of the parish. Oats thrive well ; barley is perhaps the 
least productive : peas seem to agree with the nature of the 
soil, and yet they are little cultivated : for they are never plen- 
tiful and generally sold at a high price. All kinds of roots and 
other vegetables are also grown in great abundance : potatoes 
here, as elsewhere, are the standard produce of the kitchen gar- 
den. Jerusalem artichokes are astonishingly productive: I 
have gathered nearly a peck of them from a single root. The 
usual kinds of fruit grown in gardens are found in Bampton. 
Apples grow in all parts of the parish and in the orchard be- 
longing to Cote house, fifteen or twenty hogs-heads of cider are 
made in one season. 

Apricots, walnuts and pears grow with great luxuriance i 
strawberries have been said to be ill-adapted to the soil, but this 
is certainly an error : for there are some gardens where the 
finest specimens of this fruit have been gathered, and in order 
to secure a good crop it seems to be only necessary to well 
moisten the beds in which they grow. 

§ 4. Op the town of bampton. 
The town itself of Bampton consists of three principal streets 
which meet on the market-place. Here stands a large town- 
hall, the lower part of which is surrounded by open arches and 
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forms a small but commodious market-house. It is to be wish- 
ed that this building could be more serviceable to the inhabi- 
tants in the use for which it was erected ; but the neighbour- 
ing markets of Witney, Faringdon, Burford, and even Oxford at 
the distance of so many miles, are too attractive to the farmers, 
and the market of Bampton which is held on Wednesdays sel- 
dom presents more than a few sellers of eggs, and butter, though 
large numbers of pigs are sold on that day. 

Of the three streets which meet on the market-place. High- 
street seems to be the principal : on reaching the extremity of 
the town towards the South-east, it is separated into two 
branches, one of which leads to Aston, Shifford, Brighthampton, 
&c. the other passing over Fisher's bridge, and two miles fur- 
ther on, over Tadpole bridge, leads to Buckland, Stanford, 
and the Faringdon Eoad Station on the Great Western Eail- 
way. From this station Bampton is more than nine miles dis- 
tant. 

B>etuming to the Town-Hall and taking a northerly direction, 
we find ourselves in Broad Street, so called from its great breadth : 
it is a dull street, lined on both sides with low houses^ possess- 
ing little to attract the notice of the traveller. At the end of 
Broad Street, separating the town from the country are the 
grounds and large manor-house of Bampton Deanery, the pro- 
perty and residence of Frederick Whitaker Esquire, J, P. This 
estatie is copy-hold held in lease of the Dean and chapter of 
Exeter. 

To the west of Broad-Street are two or three lanes or back- 
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possemng many peculiarities in its architecture and ormk 
ments. 

It is composed of a nave with north and south ides^ two 
transepts and a chancel. On the eastern side of the north 
transept is a small chapel^ now used as an engine-house : the 
south trmsept has two chapeb^ one on each side of it : that 
OB the eastern side is generally called Hoard's isk^ because it 
is the burial-phice of the Hoard fiEonily, formerly owners of Cote 
house. The western isle of the south transept is open to Ae 
nave of the churchy and is occupied by pews. The service of 
the church is performed in the nave only : the transepts, from 
the size of the building and the clumsy galleriea which sor* 
round the nave and separate it from the rest of the chusdi, 
are at present of no other use than as passages or throug^ifries 
to the interior. 

Over the junction of the nave with the transepts, stands a 
massive tower rising about 65 feet from the ground : above 
which is placed a stately spire, about 160 feet high, a oonq^- 
cuous object to all the surrounding country. At the base of 
the spire, and springing from the comers of the tower, are 
four figures of Apostles, giving to the exterior of the chnich 
that peculiar appearance which belongs to many of the Ox- 
fordshire churches. The chancel is of ample dimensions and 
contains on each side old oak seats, Bke those of a cathedral or 
con^e-chapel ; but there is no record of there having been 
a larger body or chapter of clergy than its three vicars; 
and it is believed that the appelhition 'Deanery,' which b 
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applied to ihe ancient house adjoining to the charcH-.y ^^^^^ • 
HO ground for sopposing that there was e^er a JDe^^x^ ^^£ ^ 
l^n: the ntam is probably derived from son&e 't^mim 
or oocasioiu4 residence of one of the Deans oC IKxel 
perhaps from Hnd mere fact of its having been the -I^iropert 
dK>8e digDitariea, 

The Kving of Ban^n is divided into three portijong l 
by three vicars who are termed " portionists." I<; j^^ . 
ever^ rarely happeqed that three incumbents have been aH 
dent at once : for whilst one or other of the portdoiis h^ l_ 
held by non-resident vicars, having other preferment elseir)uw^ 
it has even happened that two of the portions hav^ at least 
been held by the same vicar, Aor is it now probalie th 
the prish will ever dwve benefit from the presence of th • 
^taee ^iritual superiors: the reforming spirit of the 
has directed, though a recent ordinance of the eoclesiaslj I 
commission, that when a new vicar shall be appointed tli 
4jhree portions shall be separated, and each shall form a dis- 
tinct parish. 

The architecture of the church is of v»ious styles : the 
»ost ancient part of the building is to be sought for at the in- 
tersection of the chancel and transepts : here is still remainioff 
« low semi-circular ornamental arch with mouldings laid upon 
A square style of masonry, such as marks the Saxon and Nor- 
•man period. The four pointed arches, on which the tower 
rests, are next in antiquity, and the whole of the tower above 
is certainly earlier than any part of the suprstructure of 
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either the nave^ chancel, or transepts. The upper part of the 
tower is occupied by a peal of six fine-toned bells, besides a 
smaller specimen, which gives forth an attenuated sound, far 
inferior to the majestic notes that proceed from its more pon- 
derous neighbours. 

Besides these bells the tower contains a large clock, which, 
when it strikes, is heard to a considerable distance. Tliere are 
also chimes, which play an ancient carol at the hours of one, 
five and nine. Tlie practise of ringing the curfew is also retain- 
ed at Bampton ; at 8 in the evening a bell sends forth its soli- 
tary voice, but no fires or candles are now extinguished at the 
signal, which like the letter of an obsolete law, still appears on 
the pages of the statute-book, though its spirit has depar- 
ted ! At 4 in the morning, also, from Lady-day to Michaelmas, 
the Matins bell is placed on duty : so tenacious are we in 
some respects of the customs of our forefathers ; w^e ring the 
curfew at evening to warn the country-man to rest, and in 
the morning by the matins-bell summon him from thence 
to his daily labours ! 

On the floor immediately beneath the bells is a handsome 
belfry with double-niches on every side worked in the thick- 
ness of the wall. A square trap-door appears in the centre 
of the floor, which was formerly open to the church beneath, 
but has within the last century been boarded up. The floor of 
the belfry rests on a sort of corbel string-course of ornamental 
masonry, which is readily seen from tlie church below, and 
seems to lead to the inference that an ornamental gallery was 
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formerly in the place of the present mean and rotten board- 
ing which now forms the cieUng of this portion of the 
church. 

The roof of the whole building is of the Gothic or Tudor 
period, consisting of flat timber-work covered with heavy lead. 
The isles are separated from the nave by handsome rows of 
massive pillars, over which are clerestory windows of the 
latest style of Gothic architecture. These were probably 
added in more modern times, when the ancient high pitched 
roof was removed, to replace small circular or quatrefoil win- 
dows, which would certainly be more in harmony with the 
pointed character of all the existing features of the original 
building. 

Amongstthe numerous monuments in this church are three 
brasses in the floor of the chancel, on one of which is en- 
graved the effigy of Bobert Holcot, priest, and vicar of this pa- 
rish, who died on the 25th of October 1500. Ant. ^ Wood 
states, that he beUeves the learned Dominican, named Bobert 
Holcot, of Northampton, who died in 1349, was not connected 
with Bobert Holcot, of Bampton ; who, he thought, was one of 
the family of that name residing in the neighbourhood, at Buck- 
land in Berkshire. On another brass is an effigy of Plymmys- 
wood, of whom we shall again speak hereafter, in enumerating 
those who have successively been vicars of this church. Nume- 
rous memorials of the Hoard family before mentioned exist in 
various parts of the church, sufficient to afford considerable 
materials for a biography of their highly respectable house. 
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On the east side of the north transept within the chapel be- 
fore alluded to^ is a beantiful recumbent effigy^ apparently of 
the period of king Henry the 4th; but it is unfortunately so 
mutilated; and wantonly disfigured^ that it is impossible to ar- 
rive at any satisfactory conclusion as to the personage wh(»n it 
is int^ded to commemorate. 

Anoth^ recumbent erfigy which was intended no doubt to 
fiqx)se within the churchy is now placed in the church-yard^ near^ 
ly under the east window : its mutilated state renders it diffi- 
cult to say whether it is the effigy of a man (»r of a woman. 

On the wall between this chapel and the chancel is a speci- 
men of enriched sculpture^ let into the wall ; it represents; with- 
in florid Gothic recesses^ Christ and the twelve apostles : the 
carving is howev^ indifferently executed, and the piece is in- 
teresting only as affording an example of the style of the fif- 
teenth century. This and many other of the ornamental parts 
Df the church were once richly covered with paint; which; for 
centuries perhapS; has been concealed from view by the all -enve- 
lopping white-wash, by which so many of our old parish church- 
es have been disfigured. 

This dffvmg was probably intended (»^nally to be a rere* 
dos to the high-altaT; or perhaps it may have been an {q[)peB- 
dage to one of the altar-tombs; of which piscina and other 
vestiges are still to be seen in various parts of the church. 

The anns of the see of Exeter occm: in the chancel and other 
parts of the building, and the Norman doorcase leadii^g into 
the south transept, and the Gothic semi-porch and entrance 
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at the west end of the nave^ are specimens worthy of the 
notice of antiquaries. 

The other monuments^ not here specified^ are not remark- 
able for originality of design or architectural beauty. As 
a copy of all the epitaphs taken from the tombs both within 
and without the church will be found in another part of 
this volume, it is unnecessary here to repeat in brief what may 
there be seen in all its details. 

I conclude this account of Bampton church with the follow- 
ing remarks of Mr. Skelton, who has devoted several pages, in 
his valuable ''Antiquities of OxfordsUre/' to a description of 
thiB parish, its church and other antiquities. 

''The massive tower affords a good specimen of Norman 
achitectore, but the ornamental belfry clearly demonstrates, 
that the aidiitect did not contemplate that this part of the 
tower should be hidden from the spectator, viewing it from the 
floor of the church. It is much to be lamented, that the 
internal architectural beauty of many of our finest towers has 
been destroyed by the mode of beUringing, which renders it 
necessary to have belfries nearer to the beUs. 

The great antiquity of the church is clearly attested by 
oonsij^rable portions of Norman architecture observable in 
various parts of the structure. These remains are however so 
intermingled with architecture of subsequent ages, that in this 
building alone we have examples of almost every period, from 
the conquest to the reign of King George the TbkA. From 
the character of the spire, and other parts of this building, it 
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appears probable that it was erected about the same time, b» 
the neighbouring churches of Witney and BurforcL^' 

§ 6. Of the vicabs and ciiubcu-establisument of 

BAMPTON. 

The church of Bampton is open for divine service on 
Sundays at the hours of 11 and 3^ and on Wednesdays and 
Fridays at 11. To these have of kte been added services 
in the cliancel, at 8 in the morning on ordinary days, and at 11 
and 4 on Saints-days. The Sunday services are on the whole 
well attended^ but at the weekly service there is but a scanty 
congregation, owing, no doubt, to the kborious daily occupa- 
tions of the inhabitants. 

The duties of the Church are discharged by the three 
vicars or their curates, who formerly, when there were 
only the parish church of Bampton and the chapel-of- 
easc at Shifford, were on duty each during four months 
of the year, but, this anangement not being agreeable 
to one of the former vicars, it was determined in a court 
of law that the three incumbents should discharge 
the duties of the parish in turn, each every third week. Since 
the erection of two additional churches, at Lew and at 
AjtoD, the Sunday services have fallen sufficiently heavy 
on all the three vicars alike, or on those who as curates 
perform tliese duties for them. 

The revenues of the vicars of Bampton are considerable, and 
in consequence of circumstances which have happened hom 
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time to time^ arise from various sources. The origpbial source 
of revenue were tithes^ which were paid by all the inhabitants 
<tf the town and the adjoining hamlets. In addition to these^ 
a large sum of money is paid yearly to the vicars by the parish 
ofQanfield. Similar payments^ but much smaller in amount, 
are made by the parishes of Standlake and Yelford : the 
former of these pays between two and three pounds a year, 
tbe latter pays twenty pence a year to the vicars of Bampton. 
In return for this payment, certain lands in both those parishes 
are exempt from the payment of tithes to thebr own clergymen* 

In tbe year 1812 large tracts of common land were enclosed 
in this parish, and by an arrangement then made, three estates, 
Ijing in different parts of the parish, were set apart for the 
^^icars in lieu of tithes; so that at present the town 
of Bampton and the hamlets of Weald and Lew are tithe-free. 
In addition to these estates, and the money which comes in 
from daofield, Standlake and Yelford, the hamlets of Aston 
And Cote, which for tithe-purposes are assessed together, also 
Brighthampton, Shifford and Chimney, which are separately 
assessed, pay certain sums of money yearly, according to the 
lucent act for the commutation of tithes : and from all these 
*onrces, the three portionists of the living of Bampton enjoy 
ft revenue amounting to between fifteen hundred and two thou- 
sand a year. 

The other officers, attached to the church establishment of 
Bampton, are a clerk, sextou, organist, and company of ringers. 
A bedel, also, although properly a civic functionary, is mostly 
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seen on duty near the sacred edifice, under whose shadow 
perhaps, from his advanced years, he abready contemplates enjoy- 
ing his last rest. 

The custody of the parish-church of Bampton is in the 
hands of two church-wardens, one of whom is appointed by 
the vestry-meeting, the other by the three vicars. One of the 
gentlemen who now hold this office, has discharged its duties 
with credit and respectability during the long period of 
thirty years* 

The parish-clerk of Bampton is appointed by the vicars; his 
salary proceeds out of the rents of the Church-lands : the sexton 
is elected by the parishioners in vestry assembled. The former 
receives £10, the latter £5. 19s. a year. 

The organist receives £24 a year, being the interest, at 4 per 
-cent, of £600 lent with other monies, to the Stoken-church 
Tumpike^Trust : besides £5. the interest of £100 bequeathed 
by Miss Carr. 

The office of Organist is at present filled by Miss Whitaker, 
a lady possessing zeal and ability in the duties which she 
condescends to undertake, and a member of that highly re- 
spectable family resident at Bampton, whose urbanity give^ 
such attractions to the place in the eyes of all those who visit it;^ 
and especially of him who has this opportunity of acknow" — 
Icdging their friendship. 

§. Order and succession op the vicars of Bampton, 
To form a complete list of the vicars of Bampton from the 
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time of Leofric^ is a task which the absence of early records ren- 
ders totally impossible. It is difficult to say wliat circumstance 
first led to the threefold division of the vicarage^ and I believe 
the instances of a similar arrangement are extremely few. The 
institution-books of the diocese of Oxford^ and probably of 
mpst dioceses^ extend back only to A. D. 1543^ and there are 
few notices of vicars of Bampton before that period. The ma- 
terials; from which I have formed this list of vicars are princi- 
pally the following. 

1. The institution-books, preserved in the Registrar's office 
at Oxford. 

2. Tomb-stones and monuments still existing in the church, 

3. Word's Athenae Oxonienses, 

4. Walker's Sufferings of the clergy, fol. London 1714 — a 
curious work, the second part of which contains a list of some 
of the loyal and episcopal clergy, as likewise of the heads of 
Houses, fellows, scholars, &c. in the two Uiiiverbities, who 
were sequestrated, &c. in the late times of the great re- 
bellion. 

5. A 4to paper vol. preserved in the Bodleian among Brown 
Willis's MSS, entitled Miscellanea of abbats &c. Taxatio 1291 
com. Oxon. * 

6. Steele's collections for the county of Oxford, No. 46 
among Gough's MSS in the Bodleian Library. 

7. Grandison's and Stafford's Registers, in the Cathedral 
Library at Exeter, 

A. D, 1337, April 8, Robert de Bukyngham, rcetor of Blis- 
lon in the diocese of Exeter exchanged with Robert Poddyng 
vicar of Bampton, [Register of Grandison, Bishop of Exeter, 
vol. III]. 

• I copy the following extract concerning Bampton, but leave the expounding of it to 
wiier heads than my own. 

** Archidiaeonatua Oxon. Decanatus de Wittency. Ecclesia de Bampton, deducta 

portione [LXX Kn.] XX marc. Portio Rectoris de Bampton in eadem V 

Marc. [Kd]." 
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A. D. 1401, Oct. 28, Thomas Plymmeswode, vicar of Hes- 
vitree, was allowed to exchange with John Wjdelond vicar of 
Bampton [Bp. Stafford's Begister, vol. II, fol. 55.] See Hym- • 
myswode's epitaph on a brass in the chanceL 

A. D. 14 . . Sep. 23, died Thomas Kavi, A. M. vicar of 

Bampton [Bawliiison MS, quoting from a brass now de- 

stroyed. 
A. D. 1500, Bobert Holcot vicar of Bampton died this year, 

on Oct. 25, as appears by his epitaph on a brass in the chancel. 

A. D. 1534, John Dotyn, B. M. vicar of Bampton. [Wood, 
V. I, p. 686.] 

In the Bawlinson MS. I find this notice : " In that vicarage* 
house, which belonged to Mr. Thomas Ck)oke, (since to Dr. Phil- 
lips, who married his daughter and heir) I find somewhere this 
written an. 1456 Johannes dotyn vicaeius.'' Either this 
date is wrong, and should be 1556, or there was a previous 
John Dotyn vicar of Bampton. 

A. D. 1547, April 22. Edmund Crispin, was instituted to 
one of the vicarages of Bampton, vacant by the death of John 
Dyer the last incumbent. 

As a specimen of the form of institution, I give the follow- 
ing extract from the 1st Institution-book of the Diocese of 
Oxford, page 123. 

Yicesimo tertio die mensis Aprilis, anno Do- 

VICARIA mini 1547, magister Edmundus Cryspin cle- 

DE ricus, ad vicariam perpetuam ecclesiee paro- 

BAMFTON. chialis de Bampton Oxoniensis diocesis per 

mortem naturaiem Magistri Johannis Dyer 

ultimi incumbentis ibidem vacantem ad preesentationom decani 



HISTORY OF BAMPTON. xxxvii 

et capiinli ecclesise cathedralis beati Petri Exoniensis patrono- 
rom ejasdem admissns fuit^ ac vicarius in eadem legitime insti- 
tatus^ et recepta ejas legitima obedientia scriptum erat domino 
archidiacono Oxon. pro inductione ejusdem. 

A. D, 1548, March 7. John Dayle, by the resignation of Ed- 
mund CrispiD, M. A. 

In the entry at page 130 of the £ud Institution>book the 
dean and Chapter of Exeter are called veri et induUtati dicta 
vicaria jkUrani the true and undoubted patrons of the said 
chorcL 

A. D. 1549, Jan. 31. Thomas Yonge, B. C. L. by the resig. 
nation of Eobert AlUngton. 

A. D. 1558, Feb, 28. Henry Dotynge by the resignation of 
John Dotynge. 

Bawiinson MS. "Carved on the screen in Mr. Cooke's 
Hall, — 1577, HEN. DOTYN viCAiiius. He was M. A., some 
time fellow of Exeter College, and perhaps nephew to the for- 
mer. Ascending into a chamber, was cut in stone, in 1664, 
this, as well as the above-mentioned, — hen. dotyn, vicauius 
1577. 

On a garden-wall, in cap. [L e. in capital letters] 1569 vi- 
CAM. Henricus Dotyn successoii Jo. Dotyn patrui sui iiunc 

MUBUH SUIS UPTA [should be sue SUMPTU] PERFECIT.^' 

A. D. 1561, Sept. 5. William Leveson, by the death of Wal- 
ter Wright, D. C. L, The entry in the Institution-book (p. 211 .) 
is as follows : 

Willelmus Leveson clericus ad vie. perp, eccl. par. de Bamp- 
ton Oxon. dioc. per mortem naturalem Walteri Wright legum 
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doctoris^ et incumb. ibid, jam yacantcm^ ad collationem rcver* 
cndissimi patris Matthsei Cantuariensis arc1ii(;p. Londini admis- 
flus ct institutut* die quinto mensis Scptembris A. D. 1561 et 

regni Elizabethan nunc rcginse quarto die Sabbaii^ 

videlicet 19 die ejusdem mensis, anno Domini prajdicto, virtutc 
mandati dicti Beverendissimi patris in dicta ccclesia parochiali 
de Bampton cum suis juribus ct pcrtincntiis ct in ult. inductns 
fuit anno Regino; Elizabcthae prandicto. 

A. 1). 1569, Feb. 2% [semndimi computationem ecclema 
Anr/lieance,'] Thomas Fisher, by the death of Thomas 
Tonge. 

In the Institution-liook [p. 249] the dean and cliaptcr arc 
again styled the voros ct indubitaios (ut asscmnt,) &c. 

A. D. 1580 [about] John IlowsenVic. of Bam. about 1580 
— Jolm Howsen, D. D. via of Brightwell, about 1610 : consec. 
Bishop of Oxford 1618. [Steele, and Wood, v. I. p. 481.] — 
A. D. 1601, Aug. 10, [Extract from the parish Begister of 
Black-Boreton].'' Mr. John Ilowsen, one of the vicars of Bamp* 
ton and Elizabeth Eloyd of the same parish, were married in 
this parish church the tenth day of August 1601 by Mr. John 
King Archdeacon of Nottingham.'^ 

A. D. 1581. John Underbill, B. D. also vicar of Witnqr 
and consec. Bp. of Ox. Dec. 8, 1589, [Steele, and Wood, 
I, 609.] 

A. D. 1614, July 17. John Prideaux, D. D. by death of 
Henry Walmesley. 

A. D. 1617, July 9. Antony Blincowe, Legum Doctor, by 
the death of Mr. Wormeseye. 
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A. D. 1620. " Edw. Wilsou, B. D. about 1620. Balliofergus, 
p. 186/' [Gough MSS, No. 46.] 

In Eymer's Foedera, Vol. VIII, pt. 3, page 34, is a dispensa- 
tion, dated Sep. 20, 1628 anpowering '^ Edwardus Wilson, 
S. T. B.,'' to hold the vicarage of Bampton together with the 
rectory of Stonefield. 

A. D. 1684, July 5. William Hodges, M. A., by the resig- 
nation of John Prideaux. 

W. Hodges compounds for first fruits in the 10th year of 
Qiarles 1, 1634. [B. WiUis]. 

William Hodges was oi Exeter Ck)llege and in 1661 became 
D, T). cm May 30, 1645 was admiUed to the dignity of Archdea- 
txm. of Northampton by Dr. Prideaux, Bishop of that see, whose 
daughter he had married some time before. There seems to be 
8ome ground for believing that he lost the vicarage of Bampton 
on the ordinance concerning pluralities. He was also rector of 
Bipple in Worcestershire and kept that living during the whole 
period of the commonwealth. He died in 1676 — [Walker in 
his account of the Worcestershire clergy]. 

Steele, quoting from Wood, II, p. 824, and Kenneths Regist, 
and Chron. says W. Hodges died Aug. 1675 and was buried in 
the church of Bampton. 

A. D. 1648, John Osborne, first portion — Rous Clopton, third 
portion, compound for first-fruits this year. [B. Wilhs]. 

Rous Qopton about 1640 [Walker, Pt. II, p. 224]. 

John Osborne M, A. about 1642, ejected 1662. [Wood, II, 
p, 233.] 
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A. D. 1658, Kob. Sawer, 3td porticn, and Samuel Birch, 2nd 
portion, compound for first fruits [B. Willis]. 

Of the second of these gentleman I find the following notice 

in the Nonconformist's memorial by Dr. Calamy, edit. Palmer. 

1775. vol. II, p. 302, 

''The Bev. Samuel Birch, M. A., of Corpus Christi Coll. 
Oxon, one of the 3 vicars of Bampton, was silenced by the act 
of uniformity in 1662, although he had formerly not only (to 
use his own words) utterly refused all compliance with the wick- 
edness of the army under Cromwell, (opposing their most un- 
righteous and horrid practices) about King and parliament, but 
had given what assistance he could to the King, when he came 
to Scotland. He ^as ejected Aug. 24, 1662, [B. WilUs's 
MS. says July 30] having 7 children. He first removed to 
Shilton,but was there much molested. In 1666 he was placed 
by the gentlemen of the country in a mansionhouse at Coate 

in that neighbourhood belonging to Hoard Esq. and they 

sent their sons to him for education, a service for which he was 
peculiarly qualified, and he remained there till the time of his 
death, having his house continually full of young nobility and 
gentry from many parts of the nation. Fourteen of those that 
had been his scholars, were in one session of parliament, in the 
reign of Queen Anne; and some of the chief of her ministers of 
state were of that number. He died Jan. 22, 1668, and was 
buried at Shilton.^' 

A. D. 1660, Thomas Cook, B. D. ob. Apr. 6, 1669. He was 
also archdeacon of Salop. [Steele; and Wood, I, p. 813]. 

A. D. 1662, Dec. 23. Joseph Maynard. 

A. D. 1669, Nov. 15, William Burley, M. A., by the resig- 
nation of Dr. Edward Cotton. 

A. D. 1669, Stephen Phillips, M. A. afterwards D. D., by the 
death of Tho. Cook. S. Phillips was also archdeacon of Salop, 
and died 1684 [Steele; and Wood, II, p. 878.] 

Dr. Stephen PhilUps vicar of Bampton and archdeacoa of 
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Salop, is less knoTvn to fame than his son John, the poet, who 
was Dom here in 1676. This young man received his gram- 
matical education in Westminster School, from whence he was 
elected to Christ^s Church, Oxford. He was designed for the 
study of physic, to which he was naturally led by his love of 
botany, and the weakness of his constitution ; for he seldom 
knew what it was to enioy a da/s health. He was so ex- 
tremely fond of the Greek and Latin Classics, that he entered 
into their spirit and waj of writing in a manner superior to all 
who had gone before him. The natural sweetness of his tem- 
per and the easy affability, wherewith he treated every person, 
endeared hiTn to all the gentlemen in the college. 

Dr. Aldrich, at that time dean of Christ's Church, was much 
addicted to smoking tobacco ; and one morning, Mr. Philhps 
and Mr. Smith his chum, laid a wager, that, if one of them 
would go at that moment and call upon the dean, he 
would find him smoking. Mr. Phillips was the person who 
took the affirmative side of the question, and, when he came to 
the dean's apartment, the doctor asked liim his business ? To 
whom he answered in that simple manner, to which he was ac- 
customed from his infancy, telling the nature of the wager, 
and that he was come there to have it decided. '^ Mr. Philips^' 
seidthe dean, with the greatest good-nature, ^'you have lost 
your wager, for I am not smoking, but filhng my pipe." 

His poem, entitled " the Splendid Shilling " raised his fame 
to such a degree, that lord Harcourt employed him to write a 
poem on the battle of Blenheim, in opposition to that composed 
Dy Mr. Addison, on the same subject. This poem was held in 
much estimation, but his best poem is always considered to be 
that which he composed on Cyder, and is an excellent imitation 
of the style of Yirgil's Georgics. 

Phillips intended to write a poem on the Last Judgement, as 
we are told by Mr. Smith. His continued ill state of health at 
last brought on a consumption, which put a period to his hfe 
at Hereford, on the 15th of Tebruary 1708, in the 32nd year 
of his age. He was buried in the cathedral of that city, but a 
monument has been since erected to his memory in Westmins- 
ter abbey. * 



* New British Traveller, published under the inspection of Geo. Aug. Walpolc esq. fol. 
, 1784. 



adii HISTORY OF BAMPTON. 

A. D. Ifl76, Jan. 5. Thomas Snell, S. T. B. by the death of 
Thomas Hodges. 

A. D. 1684, Jan. 16 [styb AngUco.] Thomas Snell, by the 
death of Stephen Phillips, S. T. P. 

A. D. 1707, March 2. John Edmonds, M. A. by the resig- 
nation of Arthur Bury, S. T. P. 

A. D; 1714, Feb. 11. Thomas Snell, by the resignation of 
Thomas Snell senior. 

A. D. 1718. April 17. William Stephens, M. A., by the 
death of Thomas Snell senior. 

A. D. 1724, Aug. 18. John Edmonds, M. A. per cessionem 
Will. Stephens. 

Steele has " John Edmonds 1725. William Stevens 1728. 
Sndl 1731.'' which is quite at variance with the Institution- 
book. Steele has William Beynolds M. A. 1742.'' 

A. D. 1743, Aug. 7. William Beynolds, M. A. to the por- 
tion formerly in the possession of Stephen Phillips, but lately 
of Thomas Snell, vacant by the death of John Edmonds. 

A. D. 1750, Peb. 28. Elias Taunton, M. A. to the portion 
formerly in possession of Stephen Phillips, void by the death of 
William Beynolds. 

A. D. 1750, March 2; John Land, M. A. by the death of 
William Beynolds; 

A. D. 1757, July 23. Joseph Amphlett, D. C. L; by the 
death of John Land. 

A. D. 1758, March 25. Charles Hawtrey the younger. 
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M. A. formerlj in possession of Thomas Ilodgcs^ vacant by 
the death of Thomas Snell. 

A. D. 1766, May 7. Henry BurtoD, D. D. to the portion 
formerly in possession of Stephen Pliillips and vacant by the death 
of Elias Taunton. 

A. D, 1794, Dec. 23. The Rev... Marsliall vicar ofBampton, 
«8 appears by the last feoftment deed of the Shilton estate. 
[SJee account of the Shilton charity lands, hereafter.] 

A. D. 1819, Hugh Owen M. A. void by the cession of 
Hugh Owen the last vicar. 

A. D. 1*824, Oct. 25. Cranley Lancelot Kerby by the cession 
of Greorge Bichards. 

A. D. 1828, Feb. 16. John Robinson Winstanley, by the 
death of Hugh Owen. 

A. D. 1837, May 6. Dacres Adams, by the death of Thomas 
Burrow. 

A. D. 1844, June 21, Ralph Barnes M. A. by the death of 

John Robinson Winstanley. 

This list contains all the names of vicars, that I have been 
able to collect, and is, I fear, very inaccurate in many particu- 
lars, from the numerous palpable errors with which the Oxford 
Institution books abound. 

§ 8. PABISH-nEOISTEBS NO LONGER IN USE, KEPT IN THE SMALL 
IRON CHEST. 

The registers of the parish of Bampton which are no longer 
in use are contained in a small iron-chest, deposited in the 
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vestry-room of the parish Church. They consist of 12 volumes 
in folio and 2 in quarto. These last, together with one of the 
foUos, contain the entries of baptisms, weddings, and burials 
pertaining to the church of Shifford, and have been kept of 
late years, with the rest of the Eegisters, in the mother-church 
of Bampton. The whole series are ticketed with labels, num- 
bered from 1 to 14, for the convenience of reference. We will 
briefly describe them in order. 

No. 1. A folio volume, of parchment, and in rather a dila- 
pidated condition. Each page is divided in double columns^ 
and the ink is much faded, from age, in several parts of the 
volume, particularly at the beginning. The first entries refer 
to Christenings, and extend from October, A. D. 1538 to 
August 1693. These are partly in Latin and partly in English, 
thus, 

" 1669, Oct. 9, Mary Rickets, fia [fiha] Daniel. 

Oct. 28, Anthony et Thomas Wenman, filii Anthony. 

then two leaves of ^^burrials," from A. D. 1692 to 1694, but not 

in order : after which are 5 leaves of ^^ Marriages ^' from Oct, 

A. D. 1538, to Dec. 24, A. D. 1691. Then occur several 

leaves of burials and Christenings from 1685 to 1691, entered 

confusedly ; at the end of which is the following sentence : 

Homo quiiibet est pars communitatis. Every particular 
person is part of the whole state : this is the true reason, why 
the king takes so precise an account of the death even of the 
basest subject, because himselfe and the whole kingdome had 
interest in him. 

As the hand- writing, in which this morsel of political wisdom 
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has been handed down to posterity, is of a more recent date than 
the latest of the entries contained in the volume^ it mnst have 
been written since James the Second was expelled by his son- 
- in-law William the Third. 

The .rest of the volume is occupied with ^'Eurialls/' from 
Oct. A. D. 1688, to May 17, 1685, in which the Latin words 
'vidua,' 'filius,' and 'filia,' occur frequently, as before. 

On the last page of the book is the following curious 
note: 

''Whereas the Eight WorpU: Sr: Thotnas Hord Kght. 
and his worthy lady, hauing upon vndeniable evidence, made it 
apeare that they are not in bodily health, and therefore Accord- 
ing to the lawe in that case provided have obtained a Licence 
to eat flesh during the time of their Indisposition of bodies ; 
But since the Date of Eight dayes allowed by the statute is ex- 
pired, and they are still in a Sickly Condition. Vpon their re- 
quest the sayd licence is longer indulged them to dress Flesh 
and accordingly Registered. 

March 18th: 1660. Wfll. Standard. 

The date of Gualter Castles licence, Clark and Sexton being 
expired, was also prorogued. ** 

But the good knight seems not long to have enjoyed the in- 
dulgence which the Church allowed him, for in the list of buri- 
als for the year 1662, we find the following entry : ^' Jan. 31. 
Sir Thomas Hord,'' about one year and nine months after the 
date of the licence above-mentioned 1 

No. 8. a folio, also of parchment, and written for the most 

part in doable columns. On the first leaf is the following 

note : 

'TJec. 3, 1760. By appointment of ye Revd. Mr. Wm. Eey- 
1 Holds and ye Bevd. Mr. Tho : Snell, Edward Skinner was con- 

1 
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stitated Clerk of the parish of Bampton in ye room of Wm. 
Andrews deceased/' 

The first part of the book contains Christemngs from Jan. 3^ 
A. D.168BtoFeb.24,A.D.1762,in30foKos. Then follow Mar- . 
liages from April 26, A. D. 168B toOct. 8, 1753, (occupjdng fo- 
lios 1—7) —Baptisms from March 3, A. D. 1762, to Feb. 21, 
A. D. 1779, (folios 8 to 18) — Burials from Jan. 6, A. D. 
1685, to July 15, 1780 (fol. 1 to 31). On the last leaf is 
the following note : 

" August 19, 1767. John Wright of Aston having been 
duly elected to succeed Thomas Fox lately deceased, as Parish 
Clerk, was approved of by us. J. Amphlett. Vicar. C. Haw- 
trey. Vicar. 

Wm. Ce^il, Churchwarden.'^ 

In this register — ^about the middle of the volume, — ^the name 
of the officiating Clergyman begins to be annexed to the en- 
tries. The first occurs in the Burials, '' 1768, Oct. 13. Wm. 
Wiggins. C. H. [for Charles Hawtrey].'' The other names 
that occur are J. Amphlett (1759), C. Pojmtz, Q. 
(1759). 

No. 3. A foHo volume, of vellum, written across the whole 
page and begun at both ends. At the beginning are Burials 
from May 18, 1782, to Dec. 24, 1812. 

At the end are Baptisms from 1779 to 1812. 

No. 4. Folio of paper in two parts, the first of which con- 
tains, throughout, printed forms for the entry of marriages, and 
is entitled A Eegister-book for marriages &c. printed for 
Joseph Fox, &c. M. DCC. LTV. The entries extend from 
1754 to 1783. 
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Between the first and secoud parts are several entries of 
''Bannesof marriage/' wholly in Manuscript, from 1790 to 
1796. 

Part 2 is entitled " A Eegister-Book for the publication 
of Bannes of Marriage &c. MDCCLIV/' and contains entries 
from 1754 to 1789. 

No 5. folio — ^paper — wholly in manuscript— ^not in columns 

— each leaf has six three-penny stamps impressed on the outer 

margin, and each entry is made opposite to one of the stamps. 

The volume contains Baptisms from Oct. 5. 1783 to Nov. 19, 

1786 — Burials from Oct. 17, 1783 (at page 39) to Dec. 22, 

1786— and Marriages from Oct. 6, 1783 to Nov. 16, 1786. 

No 6. — ^folio — ^paper — stamped as No 5, contains : 

Baptisms from Dec; 27, 1786, to May 29, 1791— Burials 

from Jan. 13, 1787, to Dec. 20, 1791 — and Marriages from 

Jan. 31, 1787 to Oct. 16, 1791 — These entries are much con- 

{used, as several instances occur of Baptisms and Burials being 

entered in the same page. 

No 7. a paper pamphlet containing Burials from July 26, 
1791 to July 23, 1796. 

At the beginning of the book is the following note : "This 
register for burials bought by J. Shiugleton, Oct 8, 1791, price 
£1. 4. 0.'' and yet the volume contains only four leaves, each 
of which has 20 three-penny stamps impressed upon it ! 

No 8. paper — ^foKo " Eegister of baptisms,^' printed forms 
ilmmghout— extending from Jan. 13, 1813 to Dec. 12, 1837. 
At the beginning of the volume is the Marriage Act, Llind 
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of George III, chap, cxlvi, and on the first leaf of the 
book is the following note in MS. 

''Memorandum — ^The origin of the name of mount-owen 
waft as foUows: Some persons were passing by^ when the 
cottage at the top of the Hill was in building; among whom 
was an eccentric old shoemaker named John Neal, and he 
was asked lo give it a title. He said it must be called 
Mount Owen, the Rev. Hugh Owen being vicar of one of 
the portions of Bampton at that time.'' 

No. 9. "The Register-book for births. Christenings, &c. 
conformable to an Act of the 23rd of Geo : III, &c — stamped 
on the edges, as before, contains — ^Baptisms from June 
19, 1791 to Aug. 7, 1795, — then — Marriages from Dec. 5, 
179 L to Nov. 19, 1810.— In the beginning of the book 
is the note: ''This book bought by J. Shingleton, June 12, 
1791. price £5. 0. 0.'' 

No. 10. Register-book for Marriages &c. contains entries 
from Jan. 14, 1811 to Dec. 14, 1812, which occupy only 
four or five leaves, the rest of the volume being blank 
forms. 

No. 11. "Register of marriages &c.'' from Jan. 18, 1813 
to June 20, 1837. The last half of the volume is blank. 

No. 12. " Register of Marriages in the Qiapeby of Shifford 

Ac. from April 22, 1813, to Oct. 27, 1835; occupying onljr 

seven or eight leaves : the rest of the volume is blank. 

No. 13. A quarto volume, of parchment, containing at th ^ 

beginning Baptisms in Shifford church from Oct. 23, 1783 t*^ 

Dec. 27, 1812. At the end of the volume are Burials frocaa 
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Oct. 23, 1783, to Dec. 23, 1811, with the following note an- 
nexed* 

''Jan. 1, 1811. The register of the burials having been 
irregolarly kept during the operation of the tax on bonds, and 
many of the names having been obliterated by the damp, as 
many as were legible, were collected together, and entered into 
this book. We, whose names are undersigned, have carefully 
collated the above list with the old book, and found it a faithful 
copy. G. Richards, vicar, Edw. Lindsey, John Townsend, 
Thomas Bartlett.'' 

The greater part of the volume is blank. 

No. 14. A paper volume in quarto, containing, at the begin- 
nii^f, Baptisms, Burials, and Marriages from 1783 to 1787, mix- 
ed together in great confusion : in the latter part of the volume, 
beginning at the end, and with the book inverted, are banns 
of marriage from 1785 to 181 L. 

The registers, which belong to a later period than the forego- 
ing, are kept by the clerk with the cushions and other furniture 
of the church in a large deal chest. 

§ 9. Of the vestry-books. 

The Vestry-books of the parish, which are no longer in use, 
axe kept in the large iron chest, together with deeds concerning 
the public charities and other matters, of which we shall speak 
more fully hereafter. The last vestry-book, still in use, is 
kept in the deal chest with the registers and church - 
cushions. 

The following account of these books and extract from their 
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contents may perhaps be amusing to some of my readers who 
take interest in parochial matters. 

No. 1. contains minutes of select vestries from Jan. &8, 1822, 
to Feb. 27, 1828, concerning paupers, loans made to ditto, 
and promise to repay &c. 

2. Accounts of paupers. 

8. Overseei-s' book of Bampton and Weald, bought 
Ap. 29, 1718, contains entries from May 11, 1718, to 
1734. 

On the back of the first leaf is the following memo- 
randum : 

April 3rd, 17 19. It was agreed by us with John Carter that 
in consideration of clearing the church from sparrows and 
pigeons, he shall receive from the churchwarden ten shillings 
at present, and five shillings hereafter yearly, to be paid on 
Easter Tuesday : Provided that, if at any time hereafter there 
be just complaint of his neglect to destroy them, he shall be 
content to receive nothing of this yearly stipend. 

Tho. Snell, Will. Stephens Vicars — 
Jo. Sandelands, Ralph Fowler, Tho. Hamersley, John Cartvcr. 

4. Accounts of the charity-lands from 1786 to 1821. 
On the first leaf is the following : 

The Charity Lands lett for three year^, entered on Lady-day 
1787. 

The Moor-close and Lake Eeddy close to Mr. Shingleton 
at £12 per ann. 

The close (lately occupied per Mr. Hawtrey) to B. Green 
at £ 10. 

The upper close to E. Clarke at £ 9 10 0. 

The estate to Appleton at £ 20. 

The three years expired Ap..5th, 1790, goes on at the Old 
Eent. April 29th 1790. 

At the end of the book (inverted) is the following : 
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"1802, Jul^ 23. At a meeting of the Trustees of the Charity- 
lands, holden in the vestry-room of the Parish of Bampton, it 
was resolved ; 

1. That Mr. Shingleton shall be appointed to receive the rent 
of the Charities. 

2. That Mr. Whitaker and Mr. Shingleton be requested to 
let the Shilton estate upon the best terms, according to their 
discretion. 

8. That this meeting be adjourned to Wednesday the 13th 
of October next.'' — G. Eichards Vi3ar, T. Burrow vicar, 
Edw. Whitaker, Joseph Andrews, Joseph Walker, B. Green, 
John Pludyer Salisbury, Joseph Shingleton. 

1802, Oct. 13. At a meeting of the Trustees of the Charity- 
lands holden in the Vestry-room of the parish of Bampton, 
present the Rev. Mr. Richards, the Rev. Mr. Burrow, Mr. An- 
drews senior, Mr. Salisbury, Joseph Shingleton, it was resol- 
ved that Joseph Shingleton should apply immediately to the 
present tenants to pay their rents with no abatement, and 
in case of non-payment, should put it into the hands of Mr. 
Macey. 

That this meeting be adjourned to AVedncsday the 10 of 
Nov. next. G. Richards vicar, T. Burrow, vicar. J. Andrews,. 
senior, John Fludyer SaUsbury.'' 

5. Overseers' accounts from 1797 to 1806. 

6. Do. from 1769 to 1796. 

7. Do. from 1734 to 1744. In this book Yelford appears as 
part of the parish Uable to assessment of poor-rates. 

8. Do. from 1733 to 1792. 

Jan. 27, 1733. At a vestry this day held, and application 
being made to the said vestry by John Reynolds, of Hagbourn 
in the county of Berks, blacksmith, for payment of the sum of 
thirty-four pounds, due to him for making a new clock and 
chimes in the parish church of Bampton, he having performed 
his said work according to his agreement, and to the satisfac- 
tion of this vestry, therefore it is ordered by this vestry, that 
the church-wardens of this parish for the time being do forth- 
with pay unto the said John Reynolds the said sum of £ 34,. 
according to agreement of this vestry for that purpose, except 
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40 sliillings, which is to be left as a caution till the cluck is 

further proved. John Dewe Richard Coxeter Bichard 

Malan Ba. Fowler Richard Sandelands John John- 
son John Pawling Richard Hoskins William 

Pryor. 

Oct. 3, 1741. At a vestry this day here held it was una- 
nimously agreed to allow the following sums to the ringers 
for ringing on the following days : viz : on the king's birth- 
day 10 shillings, on the coronation-day 10 shillings, on gun- 
powder treason 15 sliillings, on the 29th day of May 10 
shillings, and it was further ordered that the cliurcli-wardens 
should give the said monej to the ringers to dispose of as 

they shall think proper. And there were present J. Dewe 

J. Nabbs W.Lissett Hen. Church Bic. Fpw- 

ler Rich. Malan D. Watts E. Seary J.Pawlin 

^ E.Aweberry Sara. Johnson Jos. Hoskins ^Fra. 

Sims. 

Sept. the 29th, 1742. By virtue of a faculty empower- 
ing the ministers and church- wardens, bearing date 1725, to 
dispose of the front-seats in the gallery in the north isle, be 
it oDserved, that the right honorable Lord Coventiy hath given 
10 shillings to the churchwardens for the use of the parish, 
for a third seat from Mr. Coxeter's gallery in the front 
above mentioned. Witness hereto Tho. SneU. vicar — ^David 
Carpenter, churchwarden. 

Agreeable to the circumstances above, Thomas Jeeves, of 
Aston, purchased of the churchwarden of the same, one seat 
next to the door of the wing, price ,to be an- 
nexed to the house in Lew, late the property of Wm. 
Jeeves. 

Also, Thomas Townsend, of Aston, purchased the seconds 
seat from the door, of the churchwarden thereof upon the 
same terms as above, to be annexed to his dwelling-bouse. 
Thomas SneU, vicar ^Thomas Bartlett, Churchwarden; 

Whereas five seats or places are already purchased in the 
front gallery in the north isle ; there remains but one more 
to be disposed of, now left to the choice of Edward Colling- 
wood or his landlord, bearing date as above. 

Mr. Middleton, one of the churchwardens of this parish 
having had notice to produce the key of the chest in the 
vestry, in order to inspect the deeds and writings belonging 
to the free school, and not attending or producing the same; 
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We, whose names are hereuuto subscribed, in vestry assembled 
do hereby order and require the said Mr. Middleton to pro- 
duce tiie Key or keys of the said chest, in his custody, next Sun- 
day after Evening Service. Witness our hands tliis 15th day 
of Sept. 1754— —Tho. Snell E. Taunton Qas. Frede- 
rick ^War. Lisset Jas. EUy John Minchin ^Pe- 

ter Hill John CoUingwood ^Tho. Fox Joseph Ro- 
gers. 

22d Sept. 1754. Ordered by the parishioners now present, 
that Mr. Gascoigne Frederic have liberty, within the space 
of one month firom tins time, to inspect the deeds and 
writings in the parish chest at all seasonable times, in the 
presence of the churchwardens, or any two of them, and 
such other of the parishioners as shall think fit to attend. 

Tho. Snell John Land E. Taunton — —J. 

Nabbs J. Dewe Rich. Sandelands. 

March 7, 1756. It is this day agreed by vestry to take a 
warrant and take Wra. Ellicksanders to justice for going 
from his family. Mr. Andrew have threatened the preasant 
Church-wardens with a sute for opening the head of Wm. 
Carter killed with a waggon; and the preasant inhabitants 
have agreed to stand the action against the same. Tho. 
SneU,— &c. 

Sep. 28, 1760. It is this day agreed, on account of the 
number of mad dogs lately appearing in this parish, and of 
the numbers that are suspected to have been bit, that every 
person that shall kill his dog and produce it dead before the 
overseer of the poor, shall receive of the said overseer for the 
same one shilling ; and that a person be likewise appointed at 
the parish expense to shoot or destroy all such dogs as shall 
be found at large, after notice given to tie them up, for the 
ppace of six weeks, and that the parish shall indemnify such 
persons, employed as above, for doing the same, and that more- 
over the person so employed shall have one shilling for every 
dog that he shall shoot or destroy. E. Taunton — C. Hawtrey 
•^. Amphlett — R. Sandelands — Hen. Church — WilUam Mil- 
^w-^ohn Carpenter — Peter Hill — Joseph Andrews. 

Jan, 17, 1762. Ordered that no bread be given to any per- 
son who does not attend divine service. 
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Aug. 21, 1768. It is agreed at a vestry this day that Mr. 
Stevens, attorney at law, be desired to draw up a compkint, to 
be laid before the bishop, against the Bev. Mr. Charles Haw- 
trey for refusing to attend the corpses of this parish into the 
church, and read the service, as by the rubric is appointed : 
and it is agreed Hkewise, that all expenses attending the same 
be discharged by the churchwardens. Tho. Middleton — ^Rob. 
Yeatman — and thirty two other names. 

Oct. 23, 1768. Public notice having been given in the 
church for this purpose, it is agreed, resolved and ordered that 
a workhouse, capable of employing and lodging sixty persons 
or more, with proper outbuildings and conveniencies, be forth- 
with erected and built in Iloseniary lane for the reception of 
the poor of Bampton and Weald, and the trustees of Mrs. Ma- 
ry Dewe's charity haviwg agreed to pay the expenses of the 
workmanship of such erections and buildings, and the occupi- 
ers of landd in Bampton and Weald having agreed to perform 
and do the carriage of all necessary materials, it is further agreed, 
resolved and ordered, that such timber, as will be necessary for 
such erections and buildings, now standing in the Poor's closes 
in Lew, Bampton and Weald, be forthwith felled and cut down 
for that purpose, and the residue of the expense of the other 
materials, and of completing the said buildings, and of furnish- 
ing the same, be raised by subscription, to which the lords of 
the manors arc requested to contribute, and that such part 
thereof, as shall not be so raised, be paid out of the poor's 
rates of Bampton and Weald. — J. Amphlett, vicar — &c. 

N. B. Many other notices occur further on in the volume 
concerning the building, leasing, and management of the work- 
house. 

Jan. 1, 1768. In regard to the contagious feavers, which 
now rages in this parish, we, whose names are hereunto sub- 
scribed, do think it necessary, and hereby agree, that the School- 
house, being now vacant, shall be forthwith taken to put such 
persons in that are sick, and that proper care be taken of them, 
and that three or four pairs of blankets be bought for the use 
of the sick, and that Eliz. Hill, or, if she refuses, another pro- 
per person be appointed to nurse and take care of them. Gas. 
Frederick, Src. 
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April 15, 1770. Ordered that the churchwardens do de- 
liver to Mr Frederick the several deeds and writings in the 
church-chest, in order that the same be sorted, and that Ihe 
several charities belonging to the parish may be better known 
and carried into execution — Edw. Church — &c. 

Seft. 8, 1771. Ordered that new feoffments be made of the 
several charity-lands belonging to this parish, by the heirs of the 
surviving feoffees or trustees, to new trustees or feoffees, upon 
trust, for the several purposes, for which the said lauds are li- 
mited, conveyed or appropriated, the former feoffees or trustees 
being dead. 

Ordered that notice be given to the several tenants or occu- 
piers of the charity-lands, belonging to this parish, by the church 
wardens and overseers thereof to quit the several lands in their 
possession at Lady-day next, and that the said lauds be let by 
auction on public notice to be previously given in the church 
for that purpose. 

Ordered that the churchwardens and overseers do deliver into 
the vestry lists of the several persons, to whom the bread and 
chdrity-money, given to be distributed among the poor of the 
parish, shall be given, in order that the same may be ai)proved 
of by the vestry before the same be distributed. 

Ordered that the King's Bench and Marshalsea money shall 
not, for the future, be paid out of the rents of the church-laud. 
Ghas. Frederick &c. 

Oct. 6, 1771. Under this date are lists of trustees chosen 
to be enfeoffed of the following charity-lands. 

The 2 Moor-closes (now in one) and Lake Reddy. 
Brookfast furlong close and Moor-closes. 
The Appleton estate. 
The School-closes. 

Close-land and commons at Lew, and the Weald closes and 
commons. 

April 26, 1772. Ordered unanimously that the churchwardens 
and overseers of Bampton and Weald do enter into articles 
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with Mr. Edw. llerriiiff, late of Witney, for the maintdiiiDgtbe 
poor of Bampton and Weald for three years from the 11th dajr 
of May next, at the yearly stun of £ 170, payable according to 
the draft of articles and under certain ndes and orders, wEicb 
liave been yrepan d for tliat purpose and the terms and condi- 
tion mentioned in the said articles. Oas. Frederick 

&c. 

Oct. 18, 1772. Notice having been given in the church on 
Sundav last for the churchwardens since the year 1768 to at- 
tend this day, and deliver in and pass their accounts, which they 
liave neglected to do, Ordercxl that, unless they do deliver in 
and i>asH their ac4;ounts on Hunday next, after evening-service, 
a promscution be commenced against such churchwardens at the 
cliarge of the parish. Gas. Frederick, &c. 

March 23, 1774. Whereas public notice was given on Sun- 
day bst for a vestry to be held this da^ at 4 o'clock in the 
afternoon, in order to consult about the times, when it will be 
most convenient for the inhabitants of Bampton to be excused 
from being called forth to perform their statute-duty, accord- 
ing to the indulgence, given them by an act passed in the last 
s(»»ion of Parliament for the '^ Amendment and preservation 
of the public highways of this kingdom, '' we, whose names 
are hereunto subscribed being assembled in vestry for the said 
purpose!, do therefore agree, as well for ourselves as in behalf 
of the rest of the parishionets of Bampton aforesaid, to take 
the benefit of the indulgence of three months given ns by the 
said Act for not performing our statute-duty in. And we 
do fix and ap|K)int the said 3 months at the times following, 
viz : that the said inhabitants sliall not be called upon to per- 
form Hucli duty between the 8th day of April, and the 8th 
rlay of May, whidi we consider as the seerl-month, nor be- 
tween th(j 25th day of June and the 25th day of July, 
which we consider as the hay-harvest-month, nor between 
the 22nd day of August and the 22nd day of September, 
which we consider as the corn harvest month. Wm. Bo- 
berts— &c. 

April 12, 1775. Whereas it appears from the account* 
of Mr. Lisset, treasurer of the charity-lands, belonging to 
the poor of Bampt^in and Weald, that, upon the late advance 
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of the rents of the said charity-lands^ the quantity of bread to 
be distributed among the poor of the said parish may be con- 
siderably increased : It is hereby ordered that 60 two-penny 
loaves he weekly distributed amongst the said poor at the usual 
time afler divine service on every Sunday, in manner following, 
a two-penny loaf every week to each of the poor persons, whose 
names are mentioned in the list this day signed by us, against 
whose names the letter W is set, and one two-penny loaf evei^ 
other week to each of the other poor persons mentioned in this 
said list : but in case any of the said poor shall neglect to attend 
c^vine service on any of the said Sundays, not being hindered 
by sickness, he or she or they, so absenting themselves, shall 
im&t the said bread. J. Mander-^&c. 

May ^th, 1777. Whereas John Hanks and James Saunders, 
Joseph Orpwood, and William Brooks have taken possession 
of certain tenements, commons and hereditaments belonging to 
the parish of Bampton, being churchlands, the rents whereof 
are to be applied to the repair of the church of Bampton aforc- 
laidi and retuse to deliver up tlie possession thereof, or to pay 
any rent for the same ; we, trustees of the said premises for the 
pnipose aforesaid, considering it as our duty to recover posses- 
ion of the said premises, do hereby resolve that prosecutions 
be immediatelv commenced against the persons who keep 
poMession of the said premises, and that Mr. John Leake, 
attorney-at-law, be employed to carry on such prosecution. John 
Mander, &c. 

Eight writings, belonging to Lew estate, was delivered to 
Mr. Leake, the 11th May, 1777, in order to have a case 
drawn tbeieon for the opinion of counsel. 

As the practice of cutting and stealing wood, &c. is now 
become notorious and shameful, and calls aloud for our most 
vigorous efforts in suppressing so growing an evil, we, the prin- 
dpal occupiers of the lands in Bampton and Weald, now in 
mtry assembled, do order that all persons, who shall bcnjafier 
be detected in cutting, taking, and carrying away any sort of 
hcdge-wood, damaging or destroying any timber-trees, or the 
lopaortops tliereof, without the consent of the owner or 
owners, or shall wilfully break down any gates, stiles, post, or 
rails, &c. from any of the inclosed lands withiji the liberties 
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of Bampton and Weald^ shall be punished to the utmost 
severity of the law. And in order the more easy to detect and 
bring to justice all persons concerned herein, we do hereby 
promise a reward of nalf-a-guineato any one who shall from 
time to time, and at all times hereafter, be the means of con- 
victing all such offenders as aforesaid, to be forthwith paid by 
the overseers, or either of them : and we do further order that 
allothertheexpenses attendingthe detectingandbrineingto justice 
such persons as aforesaid shall be likewise paid by the Over- 
seers, and placed in their accounts, as Witness our hands this 
9th day of Dec, in the year of our Lord 1781 — ^J. Andbjews 
— ^Wm. Boberts — &c. 

At a vestry held the 2nd day of June, 1782, ordered that 
live shillings be taken from the ringing-money, and given to 
the choir of singers, and that the &rther sum of one guinea 
per year be added to the said sum to be paid by the 
church- wardens — 8. Johnson, Vicar — Wm. Church, Curate. 
— &c. 

At the same time agreed that the bell, called the Corfue bell, 
be rung, as usual, at 8 o'clock in the evening all the year, and 
at 4 o'clock in the morning during the summer half-year, viz : 
from Lady-day to Michaelmas. 

Ordered in vestry, this 18th day of June 1786, that it shall 
be decently railed with oak across the chancel near the com- 
munion-table. C. Ha^iirey, Vicar. Wm. Hawkins, W. Church, 
Wm. Lissett, Jona. Amatt, W. King, Wm. Boberts, Edw. 
Whitaker. 

July 11, 1786. A vestry was then held, pursuant to due 
notice given for that purpose, to resolve on the best mode of 
letting the church and charity-estates belonging to this parish. 
Present : the Rev. Charles Hawtrey, Jos. Andrews, Wm. 
Roberts, J. Bantin, Jos. Shingletou, Wm. Lisset, Bob. Yeat- 
man, John Mander. 

Resolved that the best mode of letting the said church and 
charity-estates, in future, will be by public auction, upon leases 
for a term not exceeding 7 years, with proper covenants for 
the tenants to manure, keep up the mounds, and upon such 
other terms as shall be expressed in the conditions of the said 
aiirtion, to be sritknl l)y Ific majority of the Trustees, previous 
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to the said auction; and that legal notice be given to the 
several tenants to quit, the several lands respectively held 
by them on or before Lady-day next. C. Haw trey — &c. 

May 17th, 1789. At a vestry this day held for the pur- 
pose of choosing a Sexton in the room of Benjamin Collingwood 
deceased; We, the underwritten, do nominate and appoint Maiy 
Collingwood widow of the deceased Benj. Collingwood toehold 
the office of sexton, during the discretion of the parishioners, 
and at the usual stipend ; and that the said Mary Collingwood 
shall cause the bell to be rung as usual, viz. at 5 in the morn- 
ing and 8 in the evening, during the whole year, holidays 
excepted. Jos. Andrews, &c. 

N. B. To be understood at 4 in the morning from Lady- 
day to Mich : and from Mich : to Lady-day at 5 in the morn- 
ing. 

Near the end of the volume is a list of the overseers of the 
poor for Bampton and Weald from 1759 to 1794. 

I conclude this section with another extract from the latest 

vestiy-book which, being still in use, is kept in the large 

wooden chest before-mentioned. 

4th January, 1829. At a vestry meeting this day held, 
pursuant to due notice for taking into consideration and deter- 
mining upon the necessary measures to be taken for ascer- 
taining in what funds or on what other securities certain 
charity-monies belonging to the town or parish of Bampton given 
by the late Mrs. Snell, the Mrs. Fredericks, and Mrs. Croffc, are 
invested, and of the means of restoring or recovering the same 
and appointing trustees, to carry the directions of the different 
donors into execution, and also of considering and determining 
by what means the expenses incurred and to be incurred, in 
and about the same, should be defrayed, and of determining 
upon all other matters which might appear necessary, relating 
to the same charities ; the Rev. Thomas Burrow in the chair : 
Besolvbd that directions be immediately given by the Parish- 
officers of Bampton and Weald, to Mr. Rose Attorney at law, 
to take such steps as may be deemed necessary or expedient to 
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ascertain in what fund or fund«, or what other ffecurities, the 
said moneys are invested, and to institute such proceedings 
at law or in equity as he shall be directed by the two resident 
vicars and the churchwardens and overseers or the major part 
of tliem, for restoring, replacing recovering, or securing the 
said charity-moneys, and apnointin^ Tmstees for carrying the 
directions of the different uonors into execution, (such trus- 
tees to be nominated at a vestry-meetiriflr, to be called for that 
purpose) : and that all expenses incurred, and to be incurred, 
m and about the same, or in anywise relating thereto, to be 
paid hjf the said parish-ofBcers out of the poor-rate or rates of 
the said parish, and that the parish be repaid the same out of 
the interest or dividends now in arrear of the said charity-moneys, 
or out of the principal sum or sums thereof. Thos. Burrow, 
chairman. J. K. Winstanley, vicar. W. J. Walker. W. Boberts. 
James Ward. Joseph Hall. James Clack. Bich.Chirk, JohnKnapp. 

At this same meeting it is resolved that all deeds, books, 
parchments, papers, and documents or copies thereof what- 
soever and wher«!Soever, belonging to or in any wise concerning 
the interests of the parish of Sampton, be forthwith lodged 
in the parish-chest, and be kept under proper locks and 
keys, to be part in the custody of the vicars, and part in the 
keeping of the churchwaidens; and tliat an immeaiate apph- 
cation be made by the parish-ofQcers to all those, who may 
have any such documents, as aforesaid, in their nossession, to 
be kind enough to deliver up the same for the said purpose— T. 
Burrow &c. [as above and moreover] Wm. Andrews. Edward 
Kerwood. 

Feb. 27, 1829. At a general vestry this day holden in the 
vestry-room, pursuant to due notice, to nominate proper per- 
sons to be trustees of the charities given bv the late Mrs. Snell, 
the Mrs. Fredericks and Mrs. Croft, the Kev. Thomas Burrow 
in the chair — Bbsolved that the vicars for the time being, the 
churchwardens of Bampton and Weald for the time being, 
Frederick Wliitaker esq., Bcv. Wm. Jos. Walker, clerk, Jona- 
tlian Amatt, Wm Andrews, James Ward, and Thomas Green 
are fit and proper persons to be trustees for the said charities, 
and they are liercby nominated accordingly. Thos. Burrow, 
cliairman. J. B. Winstanley, vicar. James Ward. Jos. Hall. 
Wm. AndrewH, JamcH Hose. 
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§ 10. DEEDS IS THE GREAT IRON CUKST. 

In fhe great iron chest, besides the old vestry-books, are 
oonlained a krge number of deeds relating to the charities 
of the town, securities for charity-money lent on mortgages, 
besides other papers, of a more temporary interest, and now of 
little or no value to the parish. The principal of these 
papers will be hereafter referred to, under the head of the 
''Public Charities of Bampton/' 

§ 11. Op the police and civil government of the town. 

Not many years ago the lords of the manor of Bamp- 
ton still continued to hold courts-leet, to appoint consta- 
bles^ and to practise many other feudal customs which were 
general in the days of our forefathers. 

All these customs have now almost entirely disappeared: 
the spirit of the nineteenth century has pushed his re- 
forming progress even faster than the railway, and has 
shown himself in Bampton, where his rival has not yet 
dared to come! The constables of Bampton are elected 
no longer by the lords of the manor, but according to the 
modem Act of Parliament, by which the duties of those officers 
are now generally regulated. 

The town has a further guarantee for its tranquillity in the 
residence of two magistrates, F. Whitaker, Esq. and the vicar 
of the second portion, the Bev. Dacres Adams. There is also 
a board of Inspectors appointed by the vestry-meeting, to take 
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further cliarge of the property of the inhabitants and to enlight- 
en their ways by night. Happily the people of Bampton are 
famous for their honesty and single-mindedness^ so that the 
Inspectors, who meet once a month at the Town-Hall^ do 
not suffer much from the weight of their public duties. 
Neither do they waste much oil in the service of the inhabi- 
tants : four lamps^ afOxed to the comers of the Market-house, 
are sufficient to shew by night that there is such a building in 
existence and how dark besides is all around it ! The two 
watchmen and the bedel,* who act under the orders of the In- 
spectors, are a terror to all the evil-doers, old and young, in 
the town and neighbourhood, t 

§ 12. THE TOWN-HALL. 

In the centre of the market-place stands the Town Hall, 
to which I have before alluded at page xxiii. This build- 
ing was erected a few years ago by subscription. The cost 
of it amounted to about £ 300 : and the lords of the ma- 
nor agreed with the subscribers to convey the fee-simple of 
this building to Trustees for the use of the inhabitants for 
ever. This arrangement however has not yet been comple- 
ted, from the deficiency of money to pay the necessary expenses 
of the conveyance. The large upper-room is used for the 

* The bedel of Bampton is a very ancient officer. He occurs in an instmment of 
the thirteenth century. See Appendix, No VI. 

t The population and acreage of the different hamlets of this parish according to 

the last Census are as follows: Bampton with Weald, pop. 1604. acr. 4070, Aston 

and Cote, pop. 727, acr. 1870.— Brighthampton, pop. 120, acr. 410. Chimney,pop. 

36, acr. 620. Lew, pop. 195, acr. 1500.— Shif ford, p«p. 52, acr. 860. 
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meetings of the Magistrates and of the Board of Inspec- 
tors^ besides other casual purposes, such as for itinerant exhi- 
bitions and the performances of public lecturers. A small 
mun is raised from these sources, but hardly sufficient to 
heat the room and to pay for the windows, which are bro- 
ken by the boys congregated in the market-place below. 

§ 13^ OV THB 7AIB AND PUBLIC AMUSEMENTS. 

It has often been a subject of regret with those who 
desire to promote the innocent enjoyments of their fellow-ci- 
tizens, that the people in general have so few opportuni- 
ties of meeting together for recreation after their daily labours, 
or for the healthy games and pastimes in which our fathers so 
much delighted; Since the days of the Puritans — those stem 
philosophers, who in avoiding one superstition rushed head- 
long into its opposite, equally if not still more pernicious — all 
the sports and recreations of the people have been abolish- 
ed; or have retired from public view within the doors of 
those who can afford to pay for the gratification. It 
might have been anticipated, from the primitive character of 
Bampton and the adherence of its inhabitants to long esta- 
blished customs, that many ancient practices, elsewhere 
obsolete, would here have been retained with something 
denoting their former history. But the list of these amuse- 
ments and ancient pastimes is brief: and it is to be feared 
that the remnants which still exist may ere long entirely dis- 
appear. 



V 
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The principal festival of Bampton is its annual fa 
which takes place on the 26th of Aogost^ and is a s( 
of carnival to all the neighbouring villages. This fair 
of great antiquity having been originally held by Willis 
de Valence in the early part of the thirteenth century. ^ 
learn this fact from an Inquisition made in the reign 
Edward I before Jurors, who find upon their oath that i 
"aforesaid William de Valence hath there [i. e. at Ban 
ton] a market and a faib; and that he had the aforesi 
tenement by the gift of king Henry [the Hid] fatl 
of the king Edward that now is.^' 

The celebrity of Bampton fail arises from two causes^ fi 
the large number of horses which are sold there, secon( 
from the large number of children, servants and oti 
persons, who flock thither from the whole neighbourho< 
and enjoy it as much as the Greeks and Bomans ( 
their Saturnalia. 

A curious tradition has been handed down, connecti 
Bampton fair with the church-establishment ; but as 1 
only notice, which I can find of it, occurs in the Ea 
linson MS before mentioned, I give the words extraci 
from that book, where it occurs under the head 

Bampton hundred, without word or comment. 

^* Fair on the 15th of Aug. and on the next Sund 
vhether before or after the said 15th, the Vicar of Ensh 
preaches a sermon and is paid 13s. 4d. by that vicar 
Bampton who has the tithes of Aston that year : this, 
believe, was due to the abbat of Einsham formerly." 
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Another season of festivity is Whitsuntide, when the Morris- 
Isixicers exhibit their saltatory powers for the amusement of the 
people, and to gather a few shilllings for their own private emo- 
laxnent. As these functionaries do nothing but dance, and 
ihoroughly fatigue themselves before night-fall, they may be 
considered to have earned the hot suppers and mulled ale, 
wlxich probably terminate the festival, but have no farther 
claim to delay the progress of this history. 

A Ihird attempt at festivity is made at Christmas, when all 
the officials of the parish are on the move ; bent — as are their 
betters at all times — upon gain, and with honest and smiling 
faces claiming their Christmas boxes. A troop of lads, also, 
as mummers parade the streets during three or four evenings in 
succession^ endeavouring, but, alas with less success than their 
great-grand-fiithers, to gain admission into the houses of the 
lespectable inhabitants for the performance of their knightly 
deeds of prowess. These are the only vestiges of ancient 
public customs now remaining, and little else ever occurs, ex- 
cept the arrival of some stray lecturer or other performer, to 
distorb the repose which generally prevails in this little 
town. 

§ 14. The haunted house, and death-waening of the 

Wood family. 
£v6ry village has its legends and tales of horror, which 
after having caused awe and terror to a former generation, 
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Bene to create laughter and amiuement to thei rposteritji— 
like a gigantic broad-sword of former iajB, which having long 
been kept as the monument of some knight's prowess in battle^ 
at length is degraded from its place and becomes a hobby to 
one of his great-great-grand-children I 

Bampton is not without its ghost-stories : the most remade- 
able of these is that of the Haunted House, in which a family 
of the name of Wood formerly resided, and in which certain 
prsstematural noises are said to have been heard, forewarning 
the family, whenever any of ito members was about to die. I 
have ahready mentioned this house as situated on the North 
side of the Church, and though bearing a respectable and rather 
smart appearance in front, — ^the effect of modem improve- 
ments,— it is supposed to be of considerable antiquity, without 
which of course no ghost 'Story obtains permanent credit. It is 
nearly 200 years ago that the Wood family lived at Bampton, 
and yet the same ghosts, who disturbed their peace, have been 
suspected of having occasioned similar annoyances to respect- 
able and credible persons still living. 

Let us first hear the account which is given of the Wood 
family's warning, as it is told by Dr. Flott in his Natural His- 
tory of Oxfordshire, chap, viii, § 3, &c. 

*' I must add also a relation, as strange as His true, of the 
family of one Captain Wood, late of Bampton, now of Brise- 
Norton, Captain in the late wars for the King; some whereof 
before their deaths have had signal warnings given them by 
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a certain knocking,* either at the door without, or on the 
tables or shelves within, the number of strokes, and the dis- 
tance between thero and the place where, for the most part 
respectiDg tile circumstances of the persons to die, or their 
deaths themselves, as will easily be collected from the follow- 
ing relation. The first knocking that w^ heard, or at least 
ol^erved, was about a year after the restoration of the king 
(anno 1661) in the afternoon a httle before night, at or upon 
the door, it being then open, as it was apprehended by Mrs. 
Eleanor Wood, mother to Captain Basil Wood, who only 
(alone) heard it, none being then by or about the house but 
herself; at which she was very much disturbed, thinking it 
boded some ill to her or hers, and within 14 nights after 
she had news of the death of bar son-in-law, Mr. George 
Smithy who died in London. 

About three years after that, there were three great knocks 
given very audibly to all that were then in the house, viz. to 
ike aforesaid Mrs. Eleanor Wood, Mr. Basil Wood, and his 
wife Mrs. Hester, and some servants, which knocks were so 
r^oiarkable, that one of the maids came from the well, which 
was about twenty yards from the place, to see what was 
the matter; and Mrs. Eleanor Wood, and another maid 
that was within the house, saw three great pans of lard shake 
and totter upon a shelf in the milk-house, that they were 
like to fall down. Upon this violent knocking, Mr. Basil 
Wood and his wife being then in the Hall, came presently into 
the nulk-honse to their mother, where finding her somewhat 
disturbed and enquiring the reason, she replied, God Almighty 
only knew the matter; she could tell nothing , but she. heard 
the knocking. Which being within doors, Mr. Basil Wood 
concluded must be for some of the family at home, that upon 
the door being for a friend abroad; which accordingly fell 
out ; three of the family, according to the number of the 
knocks, dying within httle more than half a year after, viz. 
Mrs. Hester Wood, wife of Mr. Basil Wood, a child of Mr. 
Wood's sister, and Mrs. Eleanor Wood liis mother. 

* " Three loud and distinct knocks at the bed's head," says Grose, " of a sick person, 
or at the bed's head or door of any of his relations , is an omen of his death." 

For ftiither information concerning this superstition see Brand's Popular Antiquities 
edited by Sir H. ElUs, vol. III. p. 121. 
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Aboat August^ 1674, Mr. Basil Wood Junior, son of Basil 
aforesaid, living at Exeter, heard the same kinds of knocking, 
at which being disturbed, he wrote word to his father here at 
Bainpton in Oxfordshire, viz, that one Sunday he and his wife, 
and her sister and his brother did distinctly hear upon a table 
in their chamber, as they stood by it, two several knocks struck 
(as it were) with a cudgel, one of them before, and the other 
after morning-prayer, a little before dinner. Which letter was 
shown by Mr. Wood Senior, (as the other knockings before 
the deaths of any that died, were before* hand told) to several 
neighbouring gentlemen. After which within about 14 days 
Mrs. Hester "Wood, a second wife of Mr. Basil Wood, Senior, 
and about a quarter of a year after, her father, Mr. Bichard Lesset 
died, both at Bampton : since which time they have heard no 
thing more as yet.'' 

This is the account which Dt Plott gave concerning the 
Ghost of the Wood family in his natural History of Oxfordshire, 
which was published in A. D. 1671, and the reader will find 
the subject alluded to in a Catalogue of natural and artificial 
curiositie8,&c. printed in the Appendix to this volume, and 
copied out of a Manuscript which was probably written some 
years before the appearance of Dr. Plott's History. 

The lovers of the marvellous will rejoice to hear that the 
operations of the Ohost have not ceased, after the lapse of 
nearly two hundred years, but, as the femily of the Woods 
have long since been deposited " with all the Capulets'' in the 
silent tomb, the supernatural agent which formerly announced 
the approaching death of the members of that family, must be 
supposed loath to resign his occupation, and to continue his 
pranks that he may amuse himself with the alarm which he occa- 
sions to his lodgers. 
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Certain it is that within the last twenty years the same house 
has borne a suspicious character^ and often caused the sobriety 
of its inmates to be called in question for the scampering up 
and down the stairs and other noises, which have taken place 
in it. A gentlemen, not very far advanced in years, who was 
occupying it as his residence, has been known to rise from his 
bed, and to ascend to the upper-story, aroused by the sound of 
footsteps as of some one pacing to and fro in the room above : 
but on his entering, the noise has ceased, and every thing par- 
took of the silence and tranquillity of the night. 

The same gentleman, or another — for the most common 
events of history are liable to doubts and contradictions — rose 
on another occasion, in the middle of the night, alarmed by a 
noise in the garden. ^^ Forewarned is half-armed " says the 
proverb, but the hero of this adventure determined to be 
wholly armed for this supernatural warfare, and had the pre- 
caution to carry with him a great stick — or a sword — for here 
again report has spread different versions of the story — and 
when he reached the garden, brave in conscious innocence and 
fortified by the justice of his cause, he resolved to assume the 
offensive. At the same instant a ghostly whiteness revealed to 
him the position which his foe had taken up : he summoned 
his resolution and raised on high his weapon, which, true to 
the mark, fell with unerring might, and felled to the ground 
— a large sunflower. 

About the same time the game-keeper of the Lord of the ma- 
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nor chanced to sleep alone in this housje^ and the adventure^ which 
happened to him, was fatal — ^not to the honest yeoman — ^who 
is still alive after all his dangers, but to the unoffending gate 
of the premises, which was riven and shattered to pieces by 
the blunderbuss which the terrified yet brave retainer discharged 
in the dead of night at the gho9t which he said assailed 
him. 

At a later period the owner of this fearful house caused the 
old roof to be removed, and to be replaced by a new one. This 
catastrophe was unexpected and fatal to the ghost, — for 
ghosts like to have a decent house over their heads, as much 
as Christians -—and as nearly a thousand rats were seen scam- 
pering off in all directions and no noises have since been heard, 
it is believed that the supernatural occupier must have taken 
advantage of so large a marching army, to cover his own 
retreat and to escape in such good company. 



§ 15. BAMPTON CASTLE. 

At a short distance to the westward of the Church and Dean- 
ery, from which it is separated by the brook that supplies the 
mill, stand the ruins of Bampton Castle : sometimes called 
Ham Court and at present forming two farm-houses, which be- 
long to the Earl of Shrewsbury and Thomas Denton esquire, 
the lords of the manor. These ruins are very scanty and un- 
important in their existing state, being nothing more than the 
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gateway and a fragment of wall famished with loopholes and 
battlements in the usual manner of such fortresses. Yet notwith- 
standing its mutilated state there are two or three interesting 
portions still eidsting. The groined roof of the upper chambers^ 
the spiral stone stair-case^ and the niches in the walls with 
narrow slits for the discharge of missiles^ are still curioul. 

It has been said that this castle was built by King John^ but 
there is no record of his haying been the founder. On the con- 
trary^ when the reader shall have perused the narrative of facts 
which will presently be related in chronological order concerning 
the manor of Bampton and the famous fsunily de Valence^ he 
wiU^ I have no doubt, agree with me in the opinion that Bamp- 
ton castle was erected in the year 1314 — 15 by the &mous 
Aylmer do Valence Earl of Pembroke. The following observa- 
tions on Bampton castle are from Skelton's Antiquities of 
Oxfordshire. 

'' In Wood's MSS in the Ashmolean Museum this castle is 
stated to have been of a quadrangular form, moated round, 
and to have had towers at each comer, and a gate-house of 
tower-like character on the west and east sides. Of these 
Wood's imperfeci representations, engraved by Michael Burg- 
hers, and published in Heame's Life of Wood may afford 
some idea. 

Sobert Veysey, of Chimney, near Bampton, had a parchment 
roll^ containing an inquisition concerning the manor of Bamp- 
ton^ in which mention was made of the building of this castle, 
when and by whom. Dr. Langbaine, sometime prevost of Queen's 
college, Oxoh, had a copy of it. After his death Wood saw it in 
th e po ssession of Dr. Lamplogh, bishop of Exeter. 

When Wood visited Bampton castle, on the 7th of Septr. 
1664^ nearly the whole western front was standing. 
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The Oastle will again occur to notice in connection with the 
historical events which have happened in or near the town of 



§ 16. LEGEND OP THE LADY-WELL 

At the distance of about 200 yards from the north-wall of 
the Castle is an ancient well^ so thickly covered with bushes^ 
that a stranger could with difficulty find it without a guide. 
The field, which lies between it and the Castle, seems to 
have been formerly used as a tilting-area in which the garri- 
son assembled for tournaments and other exhibitions. It is 
quadrangular, and surrounded by a moat, which is of lesser 
dimensions than that which protects the Castle itself. In the 
hollow ground formed by the crumbled sides of this moat, 
and near its western angle, the ancient well is situated. 

The water is stiU of the most pellucid clearness, sweet to 
the taste, though much neglected, fuU of fallen leaves and 
haunted by vermin. The spot is sufficiently secluded to ac- 
count for the sacred character which it bears and to have call- 
ed forth those feelings of superstition or enthusiasm, which 
were common in the Middle Ages. The stone-work, with 
which the sides of the Eountain are protected from the weight of 
earth and trees, whose roots penetrate through the crevices, is 
still in tolerable preservation although four or five hundred years 
have probably passed away, since it was erected. The little nook 
has in fact, under the patronage of ^* Our Lady of the Well," 



TH£ NJbVv iORK 

PUBUG LIBRARY 



AiTOR, L&NOX Mm 
TILOflN FOUNOATIMiiL 



HISTORY OF BAMPTON. Uxiii 

been hardly touched by the ruthless bands of the spoiler, be- 
fore whom the massive Castle and its out-^orks have almost 
entirely ceased to exist. Tradition informs us that the Foun- 
tain first attracted the notice of the neighbouring peasants by 
the healing nature of its waters. The cattle of the neighbour- 
hood were thought to be more free from disorders than those 
which fed on other pastures ; and in process of time, its virtues 
were found to apply to the peasants themselves. The piety of 
the Church took a hint from the admiration and creduUty of the 
people, and it began to be credibly reported that Our Lady the 
Virgin delighted to haunt the place, and perform her per- 
sonal ablutions in the miraculous Well. When this report waa 
sofiQciently propagated, the inhabitants of the adjoining villa- 
ges flocked thither in large numbers, bringing with them 
their children and relatives, to be dijfei in the Well, as a 
certain cure for evezy species of disease. This practice, — ^which 
we may be sure was accompanied with the payment of 
some fee or compensation to the guardians of the sacred 
place — continued for many centuries, and almost even to 
the present day. It is only thirty-three years since the 
death of an old inhabitant of the town [EUzabeth Skinner] 
who had known many children, having fits and other dis- 
eases, carried many miles to be cured of their complaints, by 
being immersed in the ''Lady-Well.^' 

The present generation, however, have ceased to avail 
themselves of the medicinal properties of these waters, which 
have either lost their virtue, or are eclip&ed by the supe* 
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or abilities of the Medical Practitioners to whose charge the 
health of Bampton is consigned. 



§ 17. THB GHOST OF COW-LBAS CO&NBB. 

Many years ago there was a custom^ that those who had 
committed suicide should be buried in a place where four 
roads meet, with a stake driven through the body. There js no 
doubt that the effect of this law would be to create horror in 
ignorant minds, and so to deter them from the crime of self- 
murder by the ignominious ceremonial which awaited them and 
the mutilation of their body after death. The origin of this 
custom is lost in obscurity : it is impossible to say whether the 
practice arose from the pious wish to place the remains of the 
deceased under the keeping of the holt cboss, of which the 
cross-roads formed a kind of rude imitation, or whether, on the 
other hand, it was done in abomination of the form of the cross. 
Both these feelings have prevailed at different periods of En- 
glish history. I shall make no apology for quoting the follow- 
ing passages in support of both these views. 

Eichard Flecknoe, in his ''-Enigmatical Characters,'' 8vo, 
Lond. 1665, p. 83, speaking of your ''fanatical reformers,'' says, 
"had they their will, a bird would not fly in the air, with its 
wings 04^088, a ship with its cross-yard sail upon the sea, nor 
profane tailor sit croaa-legged on his shop-board, or ha\e cro89' 
bottoms to winde his thread upon." This whimsical detestation 
of the crosS'iojm, says the author of the Popular Antiquities^ 
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"no doubt, took its rise £rom the odium at diat time against 
every thing derived from Popery/' 

The opposite view of the question may be illustrated by 
Daliymple^ who, in his Travels in Spain, says, that there "not 
a woman gets into a coach to go a hundred yards, nor a postil- 
lion on his horse without crossing themselves. Even the tops 
of tavern-bills and the directions of letters are marked with 
Crosses/' 

But it is unnecessary to multiply instances : for in every coun- 
try of Europe for t]^e space of fifteen hundred years the greatest 
respect was paid to every thing which was cross-like in its form, 
and this feeling became at length almost as gross and contemp- 
tible as were the endeavours of the Puritans in after-ages to 
divest themselves of this superstition. 

At the distance of about half a mile from the western extre- 
mity of the town of Bampton, the road which leads to Clanfield 
and Farringdon is crossed by another, which, coming up from 
the hamlet of Weald, continues its course towards the north-west 
to Alvescott, Kencot, Bradwell, and other villages. At this 
point, which is suf&ciently exposed to the winds and weather to 
enhance, if it were necessary, the horrors of the ceremony, it 
was customary formerly to bury, in the dead of night and by 
torch-light, the bodies of those unhappy beings, who had relieved 
themselves of the evils," which they knew of,'' in this world by 
"flying to others which they knew not of/' The spot is, how- 
ever, known — not by any appellation derived from the burial 
of the soicide, but by the homely and pastoral designation of 
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''Cow-leas Corner;^' and all memory of the unhallowed corpses 
which have there mouldered, would long since have perished, if 
it were not for the troubled spirits, which once occupied those 
sinful tabernacles of flesh, but now, ejected from their decayed 
habitations, and no longer liable to be consigned to the Bed Sea 
and other lock-up-places by the Exorcists, which the Church 
once provided, they wander forth occasionally upon the world, 
and, never departing far* from their place of burial, alarm the 
farmers and peasants, who pass late at night near the fearful spot. 
There are persons still living, who assert that they have seen 
supernatural appearances in the neighbourhood of Cow-leas Cor- 
ner ; neither can it be said that such persons have been under 
the influence of liquor : for a state of inebriety has the effect of 
multiplying — or at least of doubling — the object which presents 
itself to the eye ; and it is certain that all those who have ex- 
perienced such visitations have never seen more than one ghost 
at a time : besides which their veracity has never been questi- 
oned and they have all returned in an alarmed state of mind^ 
and often with the loss of a hat, shoe, or some other article of 
dress, in token of the terror occasioned to them by the super- 
natural visitor. 

Ahout two years ago there lived in Bampton an old man, since 
deceased, who formerly travelled as a higler between Bampton 
and some of the neighbouring villages. In following the duties 
of his vocation he passed at all hours of the night by Cow-leas 
comer, and used to declare, to bis dying day^ that he had often 
seen the ghost which haunted that place. On ordinary occa- 
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sions the apparition kept at a respectful distance from him^ and 
having merely shown himself to the higler^ vanished in the shape 
of a calf, aheep; or some other rustic animal ; but on one occa- 
sion his proceedings were of a more serious nature and assumed 
rather a diaboUcal character. The benighted traveller had stop- 
ped so late at the fair some miles from home that he did not 
reach the place till the clock was on the point of striking the 
hour of midnight. On reaching Cow-leas Comer he attempted 
to urge his horse to greater speedy when something passed like 
a flash of lightning rapidly before his eyes. He had no time to 
observe its form^ in consequence of the rapidity of its motion. 
A loud noise followed^ and the ghost^ (for such no doubt it was,) 
glided backwards and forwards with the speed of hght and the 
intangibility of a vapour, through the cart of the astonished hig- 
ler, as if he would cut it in pieces. It is not surprising that 
the horse, frightened at these doings, took to his heels, and soon 
extricated his master from this fearful collision with the beings 
of another world. The next morning the higler remembered 
that he had been out in a thunder-storm, but he would never 
allow that he had not been also attacked by the ghost in the 
formidable manner before described. 

But there are persons stDl alive, who testify that they have 
seen this same apparition. One of these, a respectable trades- 
man of the town, about 85 years ago, when he was 15 years old, 
was returning home between the hours of ten and eleven at 
night, and had proceeded some distance beyond the usual loca- 
lity of the ghost, when he suddenly saw before him an old man. 
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as it appeared^ dressed in a low crowned hat and a light-coloured 
fonl-weather great-coat, such as the shepherds of this neighbour- 
hood are known to wear whilst attending on their flocks in win- 
ter or at night. Our traveller, taking it for Joseph Hitchcock, 
a shepherd who was known to wear such a costume, called out 
and advanced towards him : but as the one advanced, the other 
receded, so as to keep always the same distance between them. 
This line of conduct denoted something more than a visitor of 
pastoral habits, and caused no little fear in the mind of the young 
man. But, like Hamlet, he determined to follow ini see the 
last of the adventure : so he continued to dodge his companion 
until they arrived nearly to the grounds belonging to Bampton 
Manor-house. Here the old gentleman turned through a gate- 
waj^ into a field on the left hand side of the road, and the young 
man looking into the field after him, was astonished to see no- 
thing in it but a calf : — the ghost had entirely vanished ! The 
catastrophe had such an effect on him, that he made the best 
of his way home, and for a week or more could hardly recover 
from the shock which he had received. 

§ 18. Of the trade akd occupation of the inhabi- 
tants. 

Tradition — and probably the memory of some of our oldest 
inhabitants — ^tells us that Bampton was once as famous as Wood- 
stock, for the manufacture of leathern gloves, gaiters, 
and other articles fabricated of the same material ; but Time, 
which has been favourable to the staple manufactures of other 
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places^ has almost destroyed that of Bampton : for the glove- 
trade^ formerly so thriving, is now reduced within the narrow- 
est limits; a single manufacturer of these articles still resides 
in the town^ but he is obliged^ in order to secure a maintenance 
for himself and his family, to travel to a considerable distance 
round the country, to procure purchasers for the commodity 
in which he deals. 

It may, therefore, briefly be stated that agriculture, — that 
most necessary of aU trades and occupations, — engages the 
attention of nine-tenths of the population of Bampton ; and 
not without reason, for though nearly all the inhabitants manage 
to pass through life without wearing gloves, yet there is not one of 
them, though too often driven towards such a fate by necessity, 
which is the Mother of Invention, that has yet acquired the 
ability to do without bread and cheese. 

§ 19. Aston. 

The principal village in the parish of Bampton, next to 

the town itself, is Aston, situated about two miles between 

Bampton and Brighthampton. It is a humble and primeval 

looking place, with nothing, of interest, to attract the notice 

of tiie traveller. A few years ago a church was erected 

kafe, partfy by subscription, and partly by other means. The 

bnilding is cruciform and commodious, but the architect seems 

to have been content that his work should not rise greatly 

above the mediocrity, which is impressed on all the architectu- 

tA features of the.:i|rillage : it contains no ornamental details 
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1. Rev. Jo«q)h CoUctt,* from July, 1708 to 1741. 

2. Rev. Josepti Stennett, Brother of the Rev. Joseph Sten- 
nett, I). D. from March 17, 1742 to 1778. 

3. Rev. TIiomaH Canscombe, M. A., from June, 1772 1 to 
1798. 

4. Rev. Joseph Siennett, M. A. (son of Dr. Stenneit.) 
6. R(jv. Jamcu Bicheno, { M. A. 

6. Rev. Richard Pryce. 

7. Rev. Benjamin Wheeler, the pesent minister, appointed 
in 1840. 

The incumbent of this chapel serves also at a small meeting- 
house in Bampton, in Aston School-room and elsewhere* 

§ 22. CoTB House. 
This interesting mansion was probably built in the reign of 
Elizabeth or James I. It has two projecting wings with gabled 
roofs, like nearly all the houses erected at the same period, 
but the wings are of unequal height, which somewhat detracts 
from the grandeur of its appearance. The centre of the buil- 
ding forms a long hall, into which the door, which is in the 
middle of the principal front, opens without screen or vesti- 
bule* At the upper end of the hall is the drawing room, a 
wainscotted apartment, beyond which is an ancient staircase of 
heavy oak leading to the state bed-room, which was once orna- 
mented with abundance of oak carving, but this has within a few 
years been removed by the present owner, IL Hippisley, esq. to 

* Author of a treatiio on Divine Provldtnce, und ton of Jofeph CoUott, gentknum, 
of Cote, who lived in a hou«e on the ilte of the ^eeent ** Pond-Houee/' which de* 
•eended to Mr. John Williami, late of Shlfford, who nunled hi« fnnd-daughter. 

f At thle time tb«i number of memben who received the Commnflion in thfe 
chapel \» registered 103. 

t Author of fome works on Prophecy. 
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embelUah his modem mansion at Lamboom Place, near Wan- 
tage. When Mr. Skelton wrote his work on the Antiqiiities of 
Oxfordshire, there were some interesting shields of arms on 
painted glass in one of the principal apartments. '^Amongst 
these, '' says Mr. Skelton, " I noticed the arms of Blount, with 
otiiers of families of consequence, who had probably resided or 
been entertained here, in former times. '' 

§ 23. Shippoed. 
Two miles from Aston and one mile from Cote House is 
Shifford, formerly, as it is said, a place of much consequence ; 
but we find no confirmation of this in ancient records. The 
aoooufit which will further on be laid before the reader of its 
having been the place where Alfred once held a parliament, 
famishes no ground for supposing that it was more than 
a village or small town ; for in those turbulent times, a parlia- 
ment was as rude a body of men as can well be conceived. 
Mid their parliament-house was more likely to be a wild heath 
than a Westminster Hall. Still there is no doubt that Shif- 
ford was once a more important place than it is now, and 
perhaps contained several houses and streets. At preseut 
there is nothing but its solitary little church,* 4 or 5 cottages, 
and Shifford farm-house, the property of the Harcourt family. 



* The old chmrch of Shifford which waa vtry ancient, fell down in the year 1772 : 
that, wUch DOW occupiet ita place, it a finall building of the moit plain, unadorned cha- 
tMltr. It WM not completed till tome yean after, when the Rev. Samu::! Johnson, one 
oCtha Tictn of Bampton, officiated in it. 



Ixxxiv HISTORY OF BAMPTON. 

and the residence of their t«nant^ Mr. Peter Willi&ms^ a gen- 
tleman known far and near for his hospitality and honest inde- 
pendence of character^ to which the writer of these pages is 
happy to be able to pay this humble tribute. 

Nearly the whole of Shifford district — or parish, as it is 
often improperly called — consists of common fields^ almost 
wholly destitute of timber, and lying close upon the river which 
for many weeks in every year overflows its banks and deluges a 
large quantity of land. Further information concerning Shif- 
ford, its ancient history, its manor and other particulars, 
will be given hereafter in the Chronological arrangement of 
past events which have happened in this parish. 



§ 24. Chimney. 
Chimney consists of two farms only, the property of E. M. 
Atkins esq., of Kingston-Lyle in the county of Berks. It was 
once the seat of the Veseys, one of whom founded the grammar- 
school. There were formerly a fine manor-house and chapel at 
Chimney, but it is now some years since they have been pulled 
down and the materials removed. There is nothing remaining, 
of interest, in the place ; which, indeed, in the winter-season 
can only be approached, owing to the inundation from the 
river, by means of a large farm-horse, kept by Mr. Pinnock, 
the occupier of one of the farms, for the accommodation of his 
friends and visitors. 
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§ 26. Brighthampton. 
This is a small dependency of Bampton situated on the 
extreme verge of the parish, and forming a continuous street 
with the houses in the neighbouring parish of Stanlake. It 
contains no interesting object, of any kind. 

§ 26. Lew. 

The small village of Lew, destined hereafter to become 
a separate parish, is situated about 2 miles on the road to 
"Witney, from which it is distant about 3 miles and a half. Its 
pretty church was built by subscription in the year 1842. 
There is, also, a small chapel belonging to the religious 
society of Baptists resident at Witney. Tliis building 
was erected by the pious members of that persuasion, before 
Lew church was thought of, to provide for the spiritual wants 
of the poor inhabitants, who could not attend at the parish- 
church of Bampton. 

The principal landed proprietors of Lew, are Thomas Den- 
ton, esq., lord of two-thirds of the manor of Bampton, and 

J. Close, esq., of Clapham. 

i: . 

§ 24. Op the public charities op Bampton. 

|j ■ Tew towns of equal size possess so many charitable bequests 

ttud foundations as Bampton ; and, as is generally the case 

[j; with chanties, they appear to have been greatly abused, or at all 

It; events neglected, and not to have been fully applied to the pur- 
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poses, for which they were intended. But in the prei»ent age 
a better spirit is afloat, and it is hoped that all the testamentary 
bequests of pious and charitable individuals, long since decea- 
sed, may speedily be placed on such a footing as to be produc- 
tive of the most good to the parish for whose use they were 
intended. 

A large number of deeds concerning these charities are pre- 
served in the great iron-chest which is kept in the vestry under 
four locks, but, without other means of information, these 
papers are too imperfect to explain satisfactorily the subjects 
to which they refer. 

It appears that there was formerly a large board suspended 
in the church on which all or most of the Bampton charities 
were inscribed. 

This board has long since disappeared; but fortunately a 
copy of it is found in the Bawlinson manuscript, already so 
often quoted. The account of it given in that book is as 
follows. 

" On the north wall of the Church is a large wooden tablet, 
and on it are these following benefactors mentioned. 

George Tompson, gent., gave six pounds a year for ever. 
Leonard WiUmot, of Clanfield, gen., deceased, gave to the 

poor of Bampton forty shillings a year for ever. 
Doctor William Osborn gave one liundred pounds for the 

use of the poor. 
Mr. Eobert Vaiscy gave two liundred to the use of the 

School. 
Mr. John Palmer gave two hundred pounds, one hundred to 

the use of the School, the other to the poor. 
Mr. Henry Coxeter gave ten pounds to the use of the 

School. 
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Mr. Bartholomew Coxeter gave thirty pounds to the use of 

the poor. 
Mr. Bobert Yaisej gave thirty pounds to the use of the 

poore. 
Jonn Tull^ baker^ gave ten pounds to the use of the poor. 
Thomas Williar, draper, gave ten pounds to the use of the 

poor. 
John Butt gave ten pounds to the use of the jpoor. 
Doctor Edward Gotten gave the use of fifty pounds to 

the use of the parish of Bampton, to be disposed of to 

those that frequent the Church and receive the Sacra- 
ment. 
Mr. Bichard C!oxeter gave the use often pounds towards the 

placing out of poor children of Bampton and Weald. 
ToDy Sadler, draper, gave fifty pounds to be given in bread 

to the poor of Bampton and Weald. 
Aichard Blagrove gave the use of ten pounds to be given in 

bread to the poor of Bampton and Weald. 
Henry Clanfield gave the use of ten pounds to the poor of 

Bampton and Weald. 
Mr. Richard Dew gave to the use of the School fifty 

pounds. 
Mr. John Palmer gave the use of fifty pounds to the poor of 

Aston and Coat. 
Mr, Bobert Dale gave the use of five pounds to the poor of 
' Aston and Coat. 
Mr. John Moulden of Coat gave the use of five pounds to 

the poor of Aston and Coat. 
Mr. Thomas Cox of Stanford gave the use of five nobles to 

the poor of Coate. 
Madam Dorothy Loder, formerly wife of Mr. John Hancks 

of this parish, gave £ 300 to the use of the poor of Bamp- 
ton and Weald. 
Julian Walter, of Appleton in the county of Berks, gave 

£ 18 per annum to be disposed of in bread to the poor 

of Banapton. 
Thomas Hall and Anne his wife, gave the sum of £ 5 

each to be disposed of in bread to widowers and widows 

of Bampton and Weald. 

All good bene&ctors. 

It appears, from the same Bawlinson MS., that there 
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was a simflar tablet in Shifford Church: the extract is as 
follows : 

'' On a velom in a frame fixed to the north of the church. 

Mr. William Farr gave to the poore of Shifford five pounds 
and the use of it to be paid them every year upon St. Thomas's 
day for ever. He departed this fife the 30th of Novem- 
ber 1691. His text was in Eevelations the 14th and the 13th 
verse : *' And I heard a voice from Heaven, saying unto me : 
Write, Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from hence- 
forth, yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their la- 
bours and their works do follow them.'' 

These lists are, however, of little other use in the present 
day, than as a record of the pious benefactors to whom the pa- 
rish is indebted for the above named sums. A great part of 
the money has been invested in land and other securities, so 
that the charities of Bampton, as they are at present, would be 
almost unintelligible even to the donors themselves. 

The list of Bampton charities in their present state, is 
as follows : 

1. The free grammar-school, founded by R Veysey. 

2. Thompson's gift. 

3. Wihnot's gift. 

4. Apjdeton estate, given by Julian Walter. 

5. Shilton estate. 

6. Hoard's gift. 

7. The Church-lands. 

8. Money lent to the Stokenchurch turnpike-trust. 

9. Legacies bequeathed by Mrs. Susanna Frederick, Mrs. Eli- 
zabeth Snell, Mrs. Mary Frederick, and Mrs. Mary Crofts. 
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10. Carter's legacy. 

11. Upper Moor close and Brookfast Furlong close. 

12. Lower Moor close and Lake-Eeddy close. 

13. National School. 

14. Mrs. Carr's bequest. 

15. Miscellaneous — lost legacies^ &c. 

1. The free Grammar-SchooL — The Free Grammar-School 
was.founded, in the year 1670, by Robert Vaisey, or Vesey, 
esq. of Chimney, who left £ 400 for the instruction of all boys 
living in the parish and dependencies of Bampton, and in the 
small adjoining parish of Yelford. The inquisitions and other 
papers printed in the Appendix to this volume will inform the 
reader of many particulars concerning this foundation, which it 
is here unnecessary to repeat. 

The Trustees, still alive, according to the last feoffment, 
dated June 21, 1831, are F. Whitaker esq., Eev. C. L. Kerby, 
vicar of Bampton, Eev. W, J, Walker of Southrop, Mr. Tho. 
Green, Mr. James Ward, Mr. W. Andrews, Mr. William Pryor 
of Aston, Mr. Eichard Townsend of Coate, and Mr. J. Bate- 
man. Their duty is to take charge of and maintain the free- 
hold property which belongs to the foundation, consisting of 
the School-house, a picturesque building situated near the 

church, a small cottage adjoining and three fields situated near 

Fisher's bridge. 

The income derived from the rents, amounts to about £ 28 

per annum, not including the School-house. Other monies 

win probably be attached to the School, when certain arrange* 
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keeping u]) a stock of blankets, which are lent to the poor dtt'^ 
ring the winter. 

4. Applehn estak, given by Julian Walf-e^'. — The Appleton 
estate consists of a house, called the Thames-House, and certain 
lands in tlie parish of Appleton, containining about 80 acres, 
more or less, bequeathed originally by Julian Walter, who, ha- 
ving no children, executed liis will on May 1, 1656, by which 
he f<ave the aforesaid estate to Trustees for 

''the good and benefit of the poor of the town of Bampton in the 
CO. of Oxon, and to the impotent people of the parish of Bamp. 
aforesaid, equally to be divided between them, which pre- 
mises so devised for and to the use of the poor of the said pa- 
rish shall every Sunday in the year for ever after the Sermons be 
ended in the said parish-church, in the forenoon, be distributed 
in wheaten bread by the churchwardens or overseers of the poor 
of the parish aforesaid to the poor and impotent people mha- 
biting in the said parish, in such sort and manner as the bread 

is given at Appleton Provided nevertheless that, if the said 

several churchwardens for the time being of the said parish, or 
any of them shall fail at any time hereafter in the due execution 
of this my will, according to the true intent and meaning hereof, 

that then the use of the poor of the parish to cease, but it 

shall or may be lawful for the Jusrices of Peace of the Sessions 
to be holden for the county of Oxon and Berks, to take the pro- 
fits, to them so devised for the use of the said poor, and employ 
the same to the enlargement of the causeway at New-Bridge in 
length, and for the maintainance of it for ever, &c.^^ 

Within a recent period this property has been vested in trus- 
tees by a decree of the commissioners of the Public Charities. 
The last enfeoffment, dated Sep. 25, 1826, vested the trusteeship 
in the hands oi Jonathan ArnaUy^\\!&2im J o^c^h. Walker, Fred- 
erick Whitaker, Robert BuUen, George Bryan Shingletonj Ber* 
nard Green, William Roberts and John Bateman, with the 
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pioviso that when four trustees should be dead a fresh feofTmeut 
should be executed. Three of them are already deceased. 

The rents amount to £86 a year, received by the churchwar- 
dens, who retain 8s, for a dinner, on Holy Thursday, 8s. bread- 
money (as it is termed) for the parishes of Ensham, Witney and 
Standlake, and £2. 8s. land-tax : the rest is given in bread to the 
poor. After Michaelmas, 1848, the rent will be £42. 

5. Shiltan estate. — pPor an account of this charity see Mr. 
Hudson's pamphlet, in the appendix.] The last feoffment is 
dated June 18, 1831, and conveys the trust to the Rev. J, R. 
Winstanley, D. D., Eev. C. L. Kerby, James Ward, Frederick 
Whitaker, Eev. W. J. Walker, of Southrop in the co. of Glou- 
cester, Jonathan Amat, Tho. Green, Wra. Andrews, Wm. Pryor, 
Wm. Sparrowhawk, and Bichard Townsend, on trust to let the 
lands at the best annual rent, the rem thereof to 

''be forthwith disposed of and applied to and for the placing out 
and binding of such and so many poor children yearly to some 
good trades in London or the suburbs thereof and not elsewhere, 
as the said Tho. Burrow, J. E. Wiustanley, and C. L. Kerby, and 
their successors, vicars of Bam. aforesd. for the time being, or the 
major part of them shall &om time to time think fit and appoint.^' 

The rents now produce £ 30 per annum, and help to pay 

the salaries of the master and mistress of the National School. 

After the present lease is expired, they will be raised to £40. 

The Report of the Charity-commissioners states that this land 

was purchased with the bequests of Dorothy Loder, Dr. Gotten, 

and Bichard Coxeter. [See Appendix, No. XIX.] 

6. HoarcPagift. — This charity will be best understood by the 
perusal of the following printed paper, formerly in circulation. 

N 
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*' An Absthact of the gifts op Thomas Horde Esq. for 

the benefit of liis Neighbours iu Aston and Coate, in the Coun- 
ty of Oxford. 

N. B. The 'rmstces are to deduct all their charges out of 
the rents of the Lands charged: 

Mr. Horde, by deed dated the sixth day of August in the 
year 1709, did give certain Lands in Aston and Coate to Trus- 
tees, in trust to raise the yearly sum of Forty Pounds for ever, 
free from taxes, whereof the yearly sum of Twenty-four pounds 
is to be disposed for the benefit of the poor Prisoners in the 
Castle in Oxford, in such manner as in the same deed is ex- 
pressed, and the remaining Sixteen Pounds per annum is to be 
bestowed in the manner following, Viz : The Churchwardens 
and Overseers of the Poor of Aston and Coate are, with Ten 
Pounds thereof, to provide yearly ten woollen coats, and ten pair 
of stockings for Men, and ten coarse woollen waistcoats, and 
ten canvas shifts and ten pair of stockings for Women, and to 
deliver them to the Men and Women upon the feast of Saint 
Michael the Arch-angel in every year. — The Men and Women 
are to inhabit within the Villages of Aston and Coate, and are 
to be elexjted by th8 Lord of the manor of Aston, and the six- 
teen persons commonly called the sixteens or the major part 
of them. 

The Churchwardens and Overseers of the Poor, upon the 
feast of St. Michael in every year, are to give an account to the 
Lord of the manor, how they have disposed of the Ten Pounds 
that year, and what remains of it is to be distributed, by the 
same Churchwardens and Overseers, amongst the poor men and 
women who shall receive the clothes that year. 

The remaining Six Pounds per aimum is to be paid yearly, 
by the Churchwardens and Overseers of the Poor, to some man 
or woman, inhabiting in Aston, being of a sober life, to be 
named by the Lord of the manor and the sixteens, or the major 
part of them ; who, for that money is to teach twenty such poor 
children, inhabiting in Aston and Coate, to be elected by the 
Lord of the manor and the Sixteens or the major part of them, 
to read English until they can perfectly read the Bible ; — But 
if the Master or Mistress shall teach but fifteen such children, 
then he or she sliall receive but Five Pounds per annum ; and 
if but ten such children, then but Four Pounds per annum, and 
if but five such children, then but Three Pounds per annum. 
And the residue of the said yearly sum, in every such year, is 
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to be distributed amongst such poor Widows- in Aston and 
Coate^ as the Lord of the manor and the sixteens or the mnior 
part of tliem sliall appoint. If no man or woman, capable 
to teach Enghsh, shall inhabit in Aston, then any man or 
woroan^ inhabiting in Coate, is to be elected in the manner and 
for the purpose aforesaid. 

All the children are to be taught the Church Catechism, and 
shall, in the hearing of the Master or Mistress, pray every morn- 
ing at their coming to school, and every evening at their going 
from thence; and sliall be chastised for swearing, lying, or 
other misbeliaviour. 

The Lord of the manor, and the Minister of Shifford, and the 
Churchwardens and Overseers of the Poor of Aston and Coate 
or the major part of them (as often as they please) are to exam- 
ine the behaviour of the Master or Mistress, and to displace liim or 
her for such cause as they shall judge reasonable, and to elect 
another in the room of the person so displaced. 

Abstracts are to be printed of these TiUsts, for the use of the 
Trustees and others — one of them is to remain in Shifford 
church and another with the Lord of the manor — And as of- 
ten as seven of the Trustees die, the survivors are to renew the 
trust, and make up twelve Trustees, of whom the President of 
Trinity College, the llocorder of Oxford, and the owner of Mr. 
Borders mansion-house in Coate for the time being, are always 
to be tliree. 

Mr. Horde's IIcir-at-Law for the time being is to have the 
overplus of the rent, which shall remain more than Forty Pounds 
per annum : and if the rents fall short and w ill not yield that 
sum, then other lands of Mr. Horde's in Eaton Hastings in the 
County of Berks are charged to make up the deficiency, and 
while Mr. Horde's heirs duly pay the yearly sum, they are to 
have the possession of the lands charged with it. 

The navies of the Tnistees — Dr. Uobson, of Trin. Coll. Oxf, 
Dr. Brathwait, Warden of New College. Ur. Kdwards, Prin- 
cipal of Jesus Colh'ge. Dr. Payuter, Rector of Exeter College. 
Dr. Duu*tar, Warden of Wadliam college. Mr. Allen Herd. 
William Wright, esq. llecorder of Oxford. Jonathan Castle- 
man, esq. Alderman White. Alderman Pirinel. Mr. Mathew 
Knnel. Bamp., Oxon. printed by AV. IJolloway, MDCCCXIIL" 

7. Church-land^, Under this name are included certain 

fields, which belong to the parish, and the rents of which are 
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received by the church-wardens and help to pay the expenses 
of the church, thereby rendering the church-rates so much 
lighter upon the inhabitants. These fields are four in number : 
One at Lew containing about 8 acres, at present let to Mr. 
Jeeves, — One in Clanfield lane, containing 4a. Ir. 87p. let 
to Mr. Perkins — Another in Clanfield lane, containing 3r. 7p. 
let to Mrs. Clare of Clanfield — One near the road to Tadpole, 
containing la. 2r. 36p. and let to Mr. Fisher. 

Tlie rents of these fields at present amount to £ 24. 15s. Od. 
There is no trust for three of them ; but for the first the last 
feoffment was made by Mr. J. Banting, the only surviving 
trustee, June 21, 1831, to eight of the inhabitants, on condi- 
tions similar to those before mentioned. 

A paper containing an account of the Bampton charities, 
and printed by Bailey, 116 Chancery Lane, some years ago, 
says that the house standing in the midst of the Lew close, 
some land in the Common-field and five cow-commons ; besides 
four houses, and an acre of land in Weald, also formed part of the 
church-lands. 1 have heard it hinted that certain acres of land 
awarded in lieu of the cow-commons and land in the conmiou, 
might still be recovered for the use of the parish. 

8. Money lent to the Stokenchurch twnpiie'tnist — About 
thirty years ago, large subscriptions were collected by the Rev. 
Dr. Richards, one of the vicars of Bampton, amounting finally, 
with other contributions, to £1300. This sum has been since 
lent to the trustees of the Stokenchurch turnpike-road : the 
vicars conjointly with the two churchwardens are trustees for the 
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monej. The interest of £600 at 4 per cent^ viz. £24 a year, 
is paid to the organist : £20 is devoted to the use of the National 
School of Bampton, and £8 is given to the poor in bed-linen. 

9. Legaeiea beqtieathed by Mrs, Susanna Frederick, 8fc. 
— Mrs. Susanna Frederick, by her last will, dated April 29, 
1789, bequeathed the interest of £300 stock in the South-sea 
annuities for the use of the Sunday-schools. Uer executor was 
the late Edward Whitaker esquire. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Snell, by her last wiU, dated June 29, 1787, 
left the sum of £200 in the liands of Edward Whitaker, Wm 
Bobert^, and the £ev. Eras. Smith as trustees. This money was 
afterwards placed out in purchasing £268, 3 per cent consols. 

Also the same Mrs. Elizabeth Snell, and Mrs. Susanna Erede- 
rick, in conjunction with Mrs. Mary Frederick, in the year 
1784, purchased £400 Stock in the 4 i)er cent Bank Annui- 
ties, and vested it in the names of William Hawkins, John 
Mander, William Boberts and Edward Whitaker, for the use 
of the Master of the Grammar-School, on condition that he 
should teach Beading, Writing, Enghsh aud Arithmetic to all 
such boys, not exceeding the number of 10, as should for that 
purpose be nominated and appointed, after the decease of the 
said donors, by the said Trustees and their successors &c. In 
1829 the amount of Stock was £418. 17s. 6d. 

Mrs. Mary Crofts, by will dated on or about March 4, 1717, 
left £100 to be laid out in land, aud the interest to be applied to 
the use of the Master of the Free School, for instructing 12 poor 
hoys and girls of the town of Bampton in the English tongue. 
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until they shall be able to read well in the Bible ; but, if the 
School-master refuses or neglects to do so, then the profits 
shall be applied to the use of such Schoolmaster or 
Schoolmistress as by the appointment of her executor John 
Frederick, and his heirv>, should yearly teach the said children 
in the manner iiforesaiJ. The value of this Stock, in 1829, 
was £135. 7s. 3d. 

Concerning all these gifts there is a deed of declaration, dated 
Dec. 31, 1792, setting forth the objects as aforesaid. The 
whole of this money, amounting to several hundred pounds, is 
still lying in that secure treasure-house, the Court of Chancery ! 

10. Carte/ 8 Legacy, — Joseph Carter, mariner, of Bristol, 
by his last will, dated Aug. 6, 1768, and proved in London, 
July 8, 1769, bequeathed, amongst other legacies, £50 

" to the Minister and Churchwardens for the time being of the 
said parish of Bampton in the county of Oxford, to be by them 
placed out at interest, and the interest thereof annually divided 
amongst the poor of the parish of Bampton aforesaid, not recei- 
ving parish-pay.'^ 

This legacy of £50 has, of late years, been reduced to less than 
half of its original amount ; for, having been deposited in the 
care of the late Mr. Burrow, one of the vicars of Bampton, it 
remained in his hands until his death, when it appeared that 
the affairs of the deceased were in a state of insolvency, and only 
about £20 were recovered for the pnrish, amounting in 1844, 
witli interest, to £30. 3s. 6d., and lying in the charge of the Kev. 
D. Adams, one of the present vicars of Bampton. 

1 1. Upper Moor cla^e and Brookfast Fnrlong close. See Mr. 
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Hddson's pamphlet for an account of these lands, which were 
purchased with the legacies of John HoUoway and others. 

They produce at present £10. 19s. half-yearly: of which 
£ 2. 14s. 9d. is added to a fund, which accumulates until there 
is enough to pay a fee for apprentising some poor boy or girl : 
£6. 16s. 10 J is given to the churchwardens to encrease the bread- 
fund, and £1. 7s. 4| is distributed half-yearly in half-crowns. 
After Lady-day the rents will be £30 a year. 

12. Lower Moor close and Lake-Reddy close. It appears 
that the latter of these fields, about two acres, was sold some years 
ago by the authority of the commissioners when the Inclosure 
took place. The Lower moor close, about 9 acres and a half, is 
now rented by Mr. Bateman and produces £15 per annum, of 
which £3. 4s. is added to the bread-fund : the rest, minus land- 
tax, is given to the vicars^ fund for supplying the poor with coal 
during the winter. After Lady-day, 1849, the rent will be raised 
to £20 per annum. These fields wera purchased with the lega- 
cies of John Palmer and others. 

13. National School, There appear to be no trustees of 
this institution. There is a large building near the centre of 
the town, consisting of an upper room occupied by the girls 
and a lower room, by the boys. The master receives £ 20 a 
year : the mistress £ 1 5 a year : a miserable pittance, when we 
consider the importance of their duties : they receive also one 
penny a week from each pupil. The salaries are paid out of 
the following sources: £30 a year the rent of the Shilton 
estate, £ 20 interest of money lent to the Stokenchurch turn- 
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pike trusty and £ I. 10s. paid by Mr. Waitc of Adton^ the rent 
of a smsll piece of land in Shilton meadow^ appurtenant to the 
Shilton estate, but let to him separately. 

14. MiM Carrs bequest. Miss Carr, organist of Bampton 
church, by her will, dated Aug. 16, 1841, bequeathed £100 
to her successor. As the words of the will were not thought 
sufficiently explicit. Miss Ann Whitaker, who succeeded Miss 
Carr in the office of organist, by a deed of declaration, dated 
April 30, 1845, vested the trusteeship of the £100, minus £10 
legacy-duty, in Fred. Whitaker esq.. Rev. D. Adams, Rev. R. 
Barnes, and A. Close esq., the interest to be paid to the organist 
of Bampton church for ever. 

15. Miscellaneotis, lost legacies^ 8fc, Such are the foUlowing : 
The Workhouse y and the land on which it stood, formerly the 

property of the parish, were sold in 1840, and the proceeds paid 
over towards the expense of building the Witney Union. 

Mr, E, Church's legacy, called the Widows' estate by Mr. Hud- 
on, seems never to have become the property of the parish. 

Mrs. Leveretfsy and Mrs. Stisanna Fredericks second legacy of 
of money lent to Mrs. Leyboume, and the latter lad/s bequest of 
one guinea for a sermon. I have not been able to procure any 
information concerning these bequests beyond that which is to 
be found in Mr. Hudson's pamphlet. 

. Mrs. Bew^s legacy. This money, having been for some years 
employed, according to the will of the donor, was eventually lent 
with the other monies, altogether £1300, to the Stokenchurch 
turnpike trust. 
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§ 28. If AXOBS OF BAMFTON^ BAMPTOX-DEANERY, ASTON^ 
AND 8UIFFORD.* 

'' It would be beyond the scope of my design^ and at the same 
time uninteresting to the general rc^r, and to those who from 
local circumstances feel interest in the perusal of these paffes, 
weie I to enlarge upon the origin and nature of what is called 
a Hundred or a Manor ; but as the town of Bampton is the Hun- 
dred-Town^ and there will be found in the appendix some tran- 
scripts from records relating to the Hundred and Manor of Hamp- 
ton^ it may^ for the better understanding thcm^ be useful to fur- 
nish the leader with a few general observations on the subject. 

The division of the kingdom into counties^ hundreds, and ti- 
things, is said to have been the work of King Alfred, and his 
object the prevention of rapine and disorder, \i»hich prevailed in 
his realm. But neither the mere separation of a given portion 
of the kingdom and calling it a county^ nor a portion of a coun- 
ter and calUng it a hundred, nor of a hundrea and calhng it a 
tithing^ would in itself at sJl advance this object. It was by 
instituting certain courts or tribunals iiitliin these particular h- 
mits, that he hoped to accomplish his object, and, as has been 
said of him, to bring Justice home to every man^s door; hence 
in glancing at the courts which from these views of the king 
sprang up, we shall have to notice the very courts, which until 
lately were held within the hundred and manor of Bampton. 

In ancient times it was the duty of the Sheriff of a county 
to make his circuit through every hundred of his county twice 
m the year, and to hold a court for the reformation of common 
grievances, and for the preservation of the peace and good go- 
fcmment of the kingdom ; at which court all the inhabitants 
above twelve years old (with some exceptions) were bound to 
attend, to make inquiries of all offences, and also to give seen- 
rity to the public for their own good beliaviour^ by taking an 
oath to be raithful to the king and to observe his laws. And 
they were to incorporate themselves into some free-pledge or 
titluog, which formerly comprised a certain number of families 
Kring together in the same precinct, the members whereof were 
every one of them mutually bound for each other, and punish- 
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able for the debult of anj member of a family in not appearing 
to answer for himself on any accusation made against him. 

The jurisdiction of the Sheriff extended to every hundred in 
the county^ unless^ b;^ prescription or by virtue of some grant or 
charter, it had come into the hands of some private Tx>ra of the 
Le.*t^ as the Hundred and Manor of Bampton had by the grant 
of King Henry the 3rd [No. IV in the appendix] come into the 
hands of William de Valence. These grants or charters usually 
specified the powers with which the Lord of the Leet and the 
Manor was to be invested^ and the instruments of punisfhment 
which he was to keep. Amongst the latter^ which he would 
have by law without enumeration^ as incident to the situation of 
Lord of the Ijeet^ was 2k pillory, and a tumbrell or eucking^tool : 
the former is a well known instrument of punishment; the 
latter, because not so well known, I shall describe out of Jacob's 
Law Dictionary. ''Cuckingstool is an engine invented for the 
punishment of scolds and unquiet women, by ducking them in 
the water, called in ancient time a 'Tumbrell ' and sometimes a 
'Trebuchet.'...And it was in use even in the time of our Sax- 
ons, by whom it was described to be Cathedra in qua rutofcs mu- 
lieres sedentea aquis demergebantur'' A chair or stool in which 
scolding, brawling women being made to sit, were plunged over 
head and ears in water. 

An indefinite number of hundreds made up a county, but ten 
tithings, hamlets, or townships were said formerly to have made 
up a Hundred, for every one of which tithingmen were appoin- 
ted at the court-leet of the Hundred ; but since an Act of Par- 
liament passed on the 12th of August, 1842, the office of a 
tithingman is no longer in use, and the appointment of consta- 
bles was taken from the Lords of the Leet, and is now made by 
Justices of the peace at a special Sessions of the peace : in the 
Hundred of Bampton it is made at Burford for the western, and 
at Witney for the eastern division of the Hundred. 

In ancient times there was a ceremony, performed at courts- 
leet, which consisted of what was called view of frank- or free- 
pledge. Here the heads of the different families of the different 
tithings presented themselves to the Lord or Steward of the 
court, and a certain number of neighbours became bound, one 
for another, to see each man of their pledge or tithing forthco- 
ming at all times, or to answer for the transgression done by any 
one who was gone away ; and \f hen any one offended, it was 
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forthwith inquired to what pledge he belonged^ and then the 
members of that pledge either produced the offender within 81 
da^a, or satisfied for his offence. This mode of making one 
neighbour in a tithing become responsible for another, has Jook- 
iog at the tbm state of society^ been highly commended by law 
authors, and is^aid by Sir William Blackstone to have been the 
invention of King AUved and not merely to have been intro- 
duced by him from any other country. 

As to Manors : According to tliat great lawyer. Sir Edward 
Coke, in his treatise on Manors and Copyholders, the Saxons, if 
they had not Manors in precisely the way in wliich they existed 
B&er the introduction of tlie feudal system at the conquest, had 
yet, says he, demesnes and services, the two material causes of 
a Manor. These demesnes they called '^ Inlands,^' because the 
Lords kept them in their own hands; their services they called 
'' Utlands,'' b(*cause those lauds were in the maimraiice and 
occupation of certain tenants, who, in consideration of the pro- 
fits arising out of these lands, were bound to perform unto their 
Lords certain duties and services. 

Of these demesne lands, says Sir Edward, one sort was called 
'' Bookland,'' because they passer! oy book, — and they in fact 
differed notfiing from our freehold lauds at this day, — the other 
sort was called 'Tolkland^' because they passed by polls, and 
were claimed and challenged by the t(;nauts, not by assurance in 
writing; but only by the mouth of the people, (per vocempopu' 
U) : and they in effect differ nothing from copyhold lands at 
this day. 

But it is from the Normans, says he, that we liad the very 
form of Manors, which is observ;*!! antotigst us at ttiis present 
day. They it was, who introduced into this country the law of 
feuds, which, sa^s Sir William Blackstone, Lid its origin from 
the military nolicv of the northern or Celtic nations, the Qoths, 
the Iluns, trie Franks, the Vandals, and the Lombards, who 
poured themselves, on the declension of the Roman empire, 
mto all the regions of Kuroi>e, whose conquering general, to ee- 
core their new acquisitions, allotted large districts or para*ls of 
land to the superior officers of the army; and thus began that 
celebrated honourable species of termre called Knight-scrv!^ 
ttd in hiw-French Service de Chevalier, to a state of society ari- 
iing from which Mr. Burke alludes in the following well-known 
W'lcbrated passage. '^ But the »gr^ of chivalry is gone. 'l*hat 
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of sophisters^ economists^ and calculators has sacceeded^ and tbe 
glory of Europe is extinguished for ever. Never, never more 
shall we behold that generous loyalty to rank and sex, that 
pfroud submission, that dignified obedience, that subordination of 
the heart, which kept alive even in servitude itself the spirit of 
an exalted freedom. The unbought grace of life, the cheap de* 
fence of nations, the nurse of manly sentiment and heroic enter^ 
prise is gone I It is gone, that sensibility of principle, that 
chastity of honour, which felt a stain like a wound, which inspired 
courage whilst it mitigated ferocity, which ennobled whatever it 
touched, and under which vice itself lost half its evil by losing 
all its grossness/' 

Tliis mixed system of opinion and sentiment, he continues, 
had its origin in the ancient chivalry. And this ancient chival- 
ry was in full vo^e and vigour at the time of the grant of the 
manor of Bampton to William de Valence. Upon that grant 
being made, he became immediate tenant or tenant in capite to 
King Henry the 3rd, and held by Knight-service or as the 
French called it Service de Chevalier. 

It is universally admitted, I believe, by law-writers that a ma- 
nor could not be created subsequently to the statute of ' Quia 
emptores terrarum ' in the 18th year of the reign of King Ed- 
ward the 1st, but before that statute it was competent to a tenant 
in capite or even a mesne lord to grant a portion of the land 
of a manor to another person, and to make of this portion a 
liew manor to be held of himself. When this was done such a 
lord was called a mesne-lord, who might hold manor-courts in 
that portion as his immediate lord had done before in the ma- 
nor before su3h separation. 

Of these manor-courts the court of the freeholder was called 
the Hallmote or Court-baron : that of the copyholders the copy- 
hold or customary court of the manor. In the former the free 
suitors were the judges : in the latter the lord or his steward. 

The court-baron was the court where justice and equity were 
dispensed among the freehold tenants of the manor by the ten- 
ants themselves assisted by the lord or his steward, and down 
to about A.D. 1 800, it appears by the courtbooks, cognizance was 
taken of causes under 40 shillings at courts held in Bampton. 
The copyhold or customary court was the court for the lord's 
villains, who held at the will of the lord and were for a long 
time his vassals, removable whenever he should manifest his 
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will; but afterwards, when they had acquired a firmer and less 
slavish possession, they held and now hold at the mil of the 
lord nominidly, but really according to the custom of the manor 
and this custom is the charter of their rights. 

In the parish of Bampton there are no less than four manors 
or reputed manors: 1. The Manor of Bampton, 2. The 
manor of Bampton deanery. 8. The Manor of Aston. 4. 
The Manor of Shiffokd. The original records, from which 
we obtain nearly all our information on this subject, will be 
found in the Appendix : to which may be added incidental no- 
tices found in various works, and some charters concerning, 
Shifford in Dugdale's Monasticon Anglicanum. 

1. The Manor of Bampton appears to have been in the 
hands of the Conqueror at the time of the Domesday survey : 
it was afterwards granted to the Count of Boulogne, but again 
becoming royal property, was granted by Henry III to Will- 
iam de. Valence and descended to his son Aylmer de Va- 
lence, who dying without issue, it fell to his heir Elizabeth 
daughter of John Comyn of Badenhaugh. This lady mar- 
ried Bichard Talbot, who received from Edward III a grant 
of free warren, dated April 10, 1341. The family enjoyed 
their estate and privilege of free-warren here, until the 9th 
year of Henry V, when the property passed to the heroic 
Sir John Talbot . From this time to the present it is my 
belief that the manor of Bampton has never wholly been 
out of the hands of the Shrewsbury family, though Mr. Skelton, 
sppaiently following the account given of it in the Beauties 
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of England and Wales^ a work of little authoritj, tells us that 

'' On the 8th Julj, 1425, Sir William Molins died possess- 
ed of this manor with others in the county. In 1441, Bobert 
Hungerford, Esq. having married the daughter and sole heir 
of Sir. Wm. MoUns, had possession of the knds of her inheri- 
tance. King Edward the 4th subsequently seized upon the 
manor, in consequence of Bobert lord Hungerford having 
sided with the Lancastrians, and disposed of it to John lord 
Wenlock.'* 

But I suspect that the family of Molyns and Hungerford 
held the manor of Aston and not of Bampton ; for the pre- 
sent lords of the manor of Bampton are Thomas Denton, esq. 
who holds two-thirds, and lord Shrewsbury, who still holds one 
third of the manor of Bampton, as it would appear, by descent 
from his ancestor Bichard lord Talbot, who first brought it into 
the family. The two-thirds, which have been alienated, passed 
by marriage from the Talbots to the Coventry &mily, from whom 
they were purchased by the present possessor. 

2. The manor of Bamftok deanery is of an earlier ori- 
gin than the larger manor within which it lies ; having been 
first granted by Leofric to the Dean and chapter of Exeter A. D. 
1044. It has remained in their hands until the present time, 
except for a short period when it was sold with other church- 
lands in the time of the common-wealth. The present lord of 
this manor is F. Whitaker esq. holding by lease from the Church 
of Exeter. 

8. The manor of Aston first appears as having been granted 
before the year 1249, to Hubert Fogges, whence it is sometimes 
called Aston-Fogges : and by the Inquisition of 3rd Edward 
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Ig it appears that it was held of the superior manor of Bampton 
by the presentation of a sword or the payment of Is. 6d. This 
sum is still paid yearly at Cote House by the present lord of 
the manor £. Hippisley esq.^ to whom it was bequeathed by the 
last surviving member of the Horde family. 

We learn from Dogdale's Baronage of England, vol. II, p. 
143, that Margaret, daughter and co-heir of Robert Fogeys of 
Stoke in Buckinghamshire, married John Mauduit of Sumer- 
ford in Wiltshire, and that their cousin and heir jEgidia mar- 
ried John Molins, ancestor of William lord Molins, who 
[Dugd. p. 147] ''being also a knight, died 8 Maii, 7 Hen. VI, 
(slain at the siege of Orleans in Prance, as it seems) being then 
seized of the manors of Somerfbrd, Lee, Whittelee, Box, Trow, 
Famhill, and Gore, in com. ^iltes, Broughton, Henley upon 
Thames, Aston, Bampton, and a fourth part of the manor of 
Stanlake, in com. Oxon.'^ 

Jhe daughter and heir of Sir William Molyns, Eleanor, married 
Bobert Hungerford, esq., eldest son of Sir Robert Hungerford, 
who thus, by right of his wife, came into possession ''of the 
lands of her inheritance, part of which were, Henley-upon- 
Thames, Broughton, Aston, Bampton, and a part of the manor 
of Stanlake, com. Oxon.^' See Kenneths Parochial Antiquities, 
p. 562. This Bobert Hungerford, says Dugdale, was sum- 
moned to Parliament by the title of lord Molins in the 23rd of 
Heniy VI. In what way the manor of Aston came into the 
poBsession of the Horde family I have not been able to 
«^eerUin. 
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4. Concerning the maoor of Shifford, in early times, there 
is great obscurity: in a charter, by which Ethelmare or 
Aylmer, earl of Cornwall, before the year 1236, gave certain lands 
to the abbey of Ensliain, which he had just founded, appear! 
the 'Will of Scipford, " and a charter of coitfirmation 
by Bemigius, bishop of Lincoln, who died and was buried 9t 
Ensham, mentions '^Scipforf amongst the possessions df 
the abbey. [See Bishop Kennet, and Dugdale's Monasticon, 
III, pp. 16. 30.] It is however probable that no manorial 
rights were granted to the abbey, for we find that the man- 
or of Shifford was in the hands of Edward Crouchback sou 
of Henry III, from whom it descended to Henry, earl of 
Lancaster, then to his daughter Blanch, from her to John 
of Gant, duke of Lancaster, and to Ids son Henry IV. 
Part of the parish of Stanlake was included in the royal 
property, of which Gaunt House, with its moat, is still a 
remnant. When the abbeys were dissolved by Heniy Till, the 
manor of Shifford was granted to Edward lord North : its lands 
&c. were then valued at £ 21. 14s. 6d. less, outgoings paid to 
the receiver &c. £ 4. 3s. 4d. '^ and so remaineth d^ £17* 
10 s. 2d.'' [Valor Eccles. II, 208. Dugdale III, pp. 27— «!.] 

The hamlet of Shifford, as royal property, was exenipt 
from the following imposts : telonio, passagfio, italtajfio, tottagio, 
tallagio, carrioffio and terragio, throughout the whole kingdom. 
These were different tolls and duties leived on the erection 
of stalls, the sale, carriage, and passage of goods, but it is 
difficult to ascertain their exact nature. 
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The manor of Shifford haJ^ of late years, fallen into a sort of abeyance, no doubt be- 
cause the population has become so small, and from the fact that almost the whole of it 
is divided between the two large farms, called Old and New Shifford. The tenants of both 
these farms have for a large number of years been members of the family of Williams. 
The late Mr. John Williams (formerly of Coate) who died in 1801, with his sons Mr. Mi- 
chael and Mr^ Peter Williams (the present tenant) have successively held the farm of Old 
Shifford of the earls of Harcourt. 

Mr. John Williams's ancestor, a Yeoman of the same name, migrated from Brecknock- 
shire towards the close of the reign of Charles the first. According to tradition, Mr. Wil- 
liams left Wales on account of religious persecution, and on his arrival at Coace Joined a 
congregation of Baptists who assembled for divine worship in the neighbouring village of 
Longworth, Berks, where they had a burial-ground. In August, 1648, John Williams 
bought lands at Coate of Robert Haynes of Buckland. 

It should be mentioned that in the year 1634, several pious clergjrmen of the Church of 
England in Wales, were summoned before the Bishop of Landaff, by the instigation of 
Archbishop Laud and deprived of their benefices. Mr. Vavasor Powell of Brecknockshire with 
the vicar and curate of Cardiff were among the numl)er. Mr. Powell, after he was silenced, 
itinerated through Wales and joined the Baptists. Roger Williams, founder of Rhode 
Island, in North America, who left Wales about the same time and for the same cause, 
is believed to have been another member of the family. He was bom in 1599 and 
died In 1683 — In 1644 he received a charter from King Charles, whose son Charles II 
renewed it in 1663, giving him a promise under his own hand that ** No person in 
Rhode Island should be molested or questioned for matters of conscience to God, if 
so be he was loyal and kept the peace " (Massachusetts Hist. Soc. Collections, I, 
275. 283.) 

John Williams, Missionary, martjTed at Erromanga, and Sir James Williams, knight, 
Ex-Sheriff, were branches of this family. The following account of the former may 
be of interest to my readers : 

The l^evd. John Williams was the great grandson of Mr. James Williams of 
Southleigh, Yeoman, who was for 40 years a Deacon of the Baptist Church at Coate. 
He left England in 1816 as a missionary to the island of Raiatea, the largest of the Society 
Islands, under the auspices of the London Missionary Society. For twenty years he 
prosecuted his self-denying lal)our8 in the isles of the Pacific, -with an amount of suc- 
cess not often realized. In addition to his stated labours in preaching and teaching 
the truths of the gospel, in establishing schools, in translating and printing the scrip- 
tures and elementary publications, his inventive mind enabled him to instruct the 
natives in improved modes of constructing their houses, in burning lime from their 
coral reefs, in erecting simple sugar mills, and even in the construction of a sloop of 
some 60 or 80 tons, in all which labours, like another Oberlin, Williams was the pioneer, 

working laboriously with his own hands. The perseverance which he displayed in 

overcoming the obstacles which arose from his want of tools, and the destruction of 
his only pair of bellows by the rats, aie graphically described in his Missionary Enter- 
prizes, some 9 or 10 editions of which have been published. — His self-devotion and dis- 
interestedness at length had its due effect upon the minds of the natives ; animated 
with the zeal of the first Christians they abolished the superstitions of ages and 
broaght the idols of their ancestors to their instructors to be committed to the 
flames. The honourable Captain Waldegrave, of H. M. S. Serin gapatani, and Lord 
Byron, captain of the Blonde, have borne honorable testimony to tlie proficiencey ol these 
poor islanders in Scriptural knowledge, and declared that they had received answers to 
questions on religious subjects put by them, which most assuredly they never 
wonld have received at any provind.il school in England. 

The ardour ol Williams's mind led him to confer the blessings of Evangelization on the 
Ilai-vey group of islands especially to the island of Rarotonga. At these islands 
the gospel was received with eagerness. — From one island, where it had been pro- 
claimed, but where it was not possible to leave a missionary, a native visited l?aro- 
tonga in an open canoe, (a voyaije of 80 milesj to fetrh, a.s he expressed it, a little 
religion, which he took home to his countrymen, and then returned for further instruc- 
tion. In the year 18.'?8 Williams visited his native country, principally with the view 
of interesting the British public in his favourite scheme of evangelizing the different 
groups of the Pacific. His intelligent, simple, and manly appeals found a ready res- 
ponse in the hearts of thousands. Men of sfienre and of commeice saw, in the pro- 
gress of Missions, the true basis of ci\ilization and the advancement of knowledge. 
Many men of rank and affluence (and notably the duke of Devonshire) cheerfully aided 
the undertaking. 

Mr. Williams returned to Polynesia in a ship whicli had been presented to him, thy 
"Camden," followed by the prayers and the symp.ithies of thousands. But shortly 
alter his return, in endeavouring to gain access to tiie island of Erromanga, one of 
the group of the New Hebrides, 1»^ was massacred by tliose whom he came to save ; 
in revenge, no doubt, for some wpg remembered cruelties inflicted upon them by 
Europeans, who had formerly toucWc4 at their shores. He disd Nov. 20, 1839," B. W. 
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§ 29. Past history of Bamfton chbonooicallt as* 

JLAJUGED, 

The most ancient monument of antiquity lemaining in the pa- 
rish of Bampton, is^ no doubt^ '^ Lew barrow/'a mound about 15 
feet high and of proportional dimensions, standing on the highest 
point of the Lew hills. The Barrow has been of late years 
plaitted with trees, and surrounded by a hedge, so that it would 
be difiScult for a stranger to find it, and when found, the mass 
of foliage, with which it is thickly covered, deprives it of that 
striking and impressive character, which all sudi grand and 
simple monuments, in their original state, possess. It is also 
for another reason to be lamented that this solitary record of the 
AncieiKfc Britons, — for it is probably a chief of thai nation who 
lies there entombed, — should be covered with a plantation. 
The yearly dilapidations of the young trees will more and more 
tend to deprive the mound of its original features, until they 
have arrived at maturity, when they will probably be felled and 
their roots be grubbed up, a process, which in all probability, 
will complete the destruction of the mound, which marks the 
ancient warrior's tomb. * 

Though tliere is no reason for disputing the tradition which 
gives a sepulchral origin to Lew barrow, I have not been able to 
ascertain that any £oman or British road passed through or 
near the parish of Bampton, though some of our antiquaries 
have endeavoured to prove that such was the case. 

* If these remarks should meet the eye of the proprietor of Lew Barrow, it may 
suggest for his consideration the propriety of removing the plantirtion, and ot fMtor- 
Sng Lew Barrow, as near as may be, to its original state. 
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It is well known that the Bomans had hardly gained a foot- 
ing in this island, before they began to make Ujilitary roads or 
to re-model the existuig roads of the Britons, so as to suit their 
own military purposes. These constructions were of two kinds ; 
High-ways, via vicinalea, of which there were four, traversing 
the kingdom from one extremity to the other, and bye-ways, 
via minores, which formed the communication between smaH 
towns and villages. The former were also denominated, Eoyal 
Toads^ regia; PrsetoriaD, pratoria; Consular, conmlares ; 
Vxiyiieged, privikffiala ; &c. according to particular circum- 
stances connected with them : the latter were also denominated 
Yicinal, vicinales ; because they led from one hamlet {mcmj to 
another. 

In the third volume of Grose's antiquities I find the follow- 
ing account of the two principal Eoman roads which passed 
through Oxfordshire. To save the reader the trouble of refer- 
ring to that work, I extract the passage, though I suspect that 
the Akeman Street passed too far to the north to have touched 
the parish of Bampton : 

^'The Eoman roads in this county are the Ikeneld Street 
and Akeman Street. The first enters Oxfordshire at Garinge- 
ford from Berkshire, and passes North-east, where it enters Buck- 
inghamshire. The Akeman Street was a consular way, enters 
fromBuckinghamshire near Bicester, passes through Woodstock 
Park, and crossing the river Charwell, and Evanlode, enters 
Gloucestershire, South- West of Burford (it must therefore have 
ran by or through Bampton). Another road is the remains of 
a vicinal way, called Gryme's Dyke., which enters this county 
from Berkshire, near Wallingford, crosses the Thames, and run- 
ning South-East, and crossing Ikeneld Street, passes the 
Thames a second time near Henly, and re-enters Berkshire.'' 
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It appears^ tlieu^ that before the conquest of England by the 
Saxons, there are no notices, in history, of Bampton, and but 
one ancient monument wliich can be said to belong to the 
preceding period. But soon after the country had submitted 
to tbe domination of the Saxons, we find this town mentioned 
as the scene of a bloody battle between the West-Saxons and 
the neighbouring Britons from Wales. The earliest mention 
of this occurrence is found in the work, commonly called the 
Anglo-Saxon Chronicle. 

The unlearned reader may require to be told that between 
the years 500 and 800 of the Christian sera England was 
divided into seven petty kingdoms. The county of Oxford lay 
between the kingdoms of Mercia and Wessex. This frontier- 
position of Oxfordshire occasioned it to be the scene of frequent 
battles between the Mercians and West-Saxons, in which the 
neighbouring Britons, from the western parts of Gloucestershire 
and Wales, frequently took part, assisting sometimes one party, 
sometimes the other, and not unfrequently fighting against 
ihem both. In the year 611 Cynegils became king of W'essex, 
and in the fourth year of his reign he was summoned to repel 
a krge army of Welchmen who had invaded his dominions on 
the northern frontier. In this expedition he had the aid of 
his brave, but ferocious and blood-thirsty son, Cuichelm, who 
became king after him. The notice of this exploit is given 
with Uttle regard to embeUishment in the Saxon Chronicle. 

" A. D. 614. This year Cynegils and Cuichelm fought at 
Beamdune, and slew two thousand and sixty five Welshmen.'' 
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This is all we know of a battle, which, if we may judge by 
the number of the slain, must have been an action of consider- 
able importance. It is not mentioned by Venerable Bede ; and 
some of the later Chroniclers, as Ethelwerd, Henry of Hun- 
tingdon, and Florence of Worcester, have either followed the 
words of the Old Chronicle, or varied and amplified them by 
unimportant additions.^ 

I find in a work of little authority called the British Travel- 
ler [4 vols 4to, London, 1819, v. IV, p. 63] the following state- 
ment, which, if it were true, would give us the next fact in 
chronological order, belonging to the history of Bampton. 

^' At Bampton, in 68^, a council is said to have been held 
by the kings Etheldred and Berthwald; at which AJdhelm, 
abbat of Malmesbury, being present, was commanded to vnrite 
'against the error of the British Church in the observance of 
Easter/' 

It is certain that such a council was held about this time, 

and that Aldhelm, abbat of Malmesbury^ was present at it, and 

it is extremely probable that the council was held in this neigh- 

boorhood, bat that it was held at Bampton is more than I can 

venture positively to assert. 

. Another statement, found in the same publication, however 

correct it may be in all other particulars, is certainly erroneous. 



* It is proper to mention that M. Camden lays the scene of this action at Beandon, now 
Bindm in Dosetshire, and Gibson, the commentator of the Saxon Chronicle, at Bampton 
in Devonshire, wtth which our Bampton is often confounded, even at the present day. 
But, if we consider the many conflicts in that age between the Britons and Saxons in 
thepe parts, and that the Britons were yet powerful here, before Mercia was brought un - 
der subjection to Penda, about 626 ; and that the West-Saxon kings had their frontier- 
garrison at Cirencester and Eynsham, frequently infested by the bordering Britons, it is 
much more probable that Bampton in Oxfordshire was the scene of the battle. To these 
coqjectural reasons we may add the decisive testimony of the Polchronicon, in which, 
vaaiu the year 611, we read as follows : " Kinegilsus et Quichelmus multa strenue fece- 
tont contra Britones, potissime apud Bampton juxta Oxoniam. " 
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as (ar as regards the place where the facts are said to have hap'^ 
pened. The author, describing Bampton, writes thus : 

'' On a spot still called the Battle Edge, Cathred, king of 
the West-Saxons, then tributary to the Mercians, incensed by 
the exactions of their king Ethelbald, hazarded aa engagement 
with that prince. He was successful, and took from the enemy 
their^standard, on which was the portraiture of a golden dra- 
gon. Plott says that within his own memory, the towns-people 
were accustomed annually to make a dragon, to which they 
added a giant, and both were carried through the street, with 
much pajnide and jollity, on Midsummer Eve.'^ 

In reply to this narrative we have the words of the Anglo- 
Saxon Chronicle, which, under the date A. D. 752, gives the 
following account. '^This year Cuthred, king of the TVest- 
Saxons, in the 12th year of his reign, fought at Burford against 
Ethelbald, king of the Mercians, and put him to flight.^' This 
was no doubt the battle fought at the place called Battle Edge, 
and Burford, not Bampton, the place referred to by the Author 
of the British Traveller. 

After this time the name of Bampton again merges into its 
originarobscurify until the reign of king Alfred, an interval 
of 350 years. This noble monarch, whom England will always 
place at the head of its truly great men, was born at Wantage 
in Berkshire, and passed great part of his life in that part of the 
kingdom. It is necessary here to speak only of his connexion 
with Bampton which derives its principal lustre from 
the arts of peace and civilization which it was his principal 
object to promote. We are not left to doubt that the river 
whose navigable stream winds between Bampton and the op- 



HISTORY OF HAMPTON. cxv 

posite ooanty of Berks^ has been often covered with the 
dender ships and honoured by the presence of the patriot king. 
Bat when his fleets and arms had saved England from subjec* 
tion to her cruel foes^ her sovereign endeavoured^ by promoting 
learning and teaching his subjects the advantages of good 
government, to elevate the country which he had saved to a 
position among the civilized nations of Europe. To effect this 
object he not only patronized learning but became a learned 
man himself. He wrote works, which are still in existence, 
occupying many volumes, and to him is due the institution of 
many of our most useful laws. 

Sir Henry Spelman, in his life of this illustrioas king, p. 127^ 
has given an extract from a MS. formerly in the Cottoman 
library, containing '^ diverse precepts and instructions '* of King 
Alfred, tending to inform and ameliorate his rude subjects. 
This MS probably perished in the fire which consumed many 
volumes of the Cottonian libray. The reader will find in the 
appendix to this volume all that remains of these sayings of 
King Alfred in the original Anglo-Saxon tongue, and I here 
subjoin a literal translation in English : 

At Shifford sat thanes many. 

Many bishops, and many book-learned [men]. 

Earls wise and knights awful. 

There was earl Alfric, of the law so wise. 

And eke Alfred, England^s herd [,s-man], England's darUng ; 

In Ihigland he was king; them he began [to] learn. 

So him they might hear, how they their life should lead. 

Alfred, he was in England a kmg well so strung. 
He was king and clerk : well he loved God's work. 
He was wise in his word, and wary in his speech. 
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He was the wisest man tbat was in England* 

Thus quoth Alfred England^s darling : 
''Would ye now live and long after your Lord ! 
And he would you [make to] know wise things. 
How you might world^s worship obtain. 
And eke your souls unite to Christ I '' 
Wise were the quotations that said the king Alfred. 
Mildly I mind you, my dear friend, poor 
And easily loving, that ye all dread your 
Lord Christ, love him and like, for he is 
Lord of life : he is one God over all goodness. 
He is one bUss over all blessedness. 
He is one man, mild master : he one folk's father [common 

father]. 
And darling : he is one right wise and rich king. 
That hira not shall be pane naught of his will 
Who Him here in world worship and eth.^' 

Thus quoth Alfred, England's comfort. 
''He may no right king be under Christ's self. 
But [unless] he be book-learned, and wise of law. 
And he his writs well know, and he can 
Letters locen himself, how he shall his land 
Lawfully hold. 

Thus quoth Alfred, England's comfort : 
"The earl and the atheling too be under the king. 
The land to lead with lawful deed ; 
Both the clerk and the knight with evenly right. 
For after that the man soweth. 
Thereafter he moweth ; 
And every man's doom to his own door cometh. 

Thus quoth Alfred : "The knight behoveth 
Cunningly to mow for to weary [relieve] the land 
Of hunger, and of heregong, that the Church have 
Quiet and the churl [peasant] be in peace. 
His seeds to sow, his meads to mow. 
His ploughs to drive to our all behoof : 
This is the knight's law to look that it well fare. 

Here the original, copied by Spelman, terminates, and as the 

manuscript no longer exists, the reader must take the 

remainder in Spelraan's free translation. 
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Thus quoth Alfred : ''Without wisdom wealth is worth 
little. Though a man had an hundred and seventy acres sown 
with gold, and all grew like corn, yet were all that wealth 
worth nothing, unless that of an Enemy one could make it 
become his friend. For what differs gold from a stone, but 
by discreet using of it ? " 

Thus quoth Alfred: ''A young man must never give him- 
self to evil, though good befals him not to his mind, nor 
though he enjoys not every thing he would : for Christ can 
when he will give good after evil and wealth after grace. 
Happy is he that is made for \i" 

Thus quoth Alfred : '' A wise Child is the blessing of his 
father. U thou hast a child, while it is little, teach it the pre- 
cepts that belong to a man, and when it is grown up it will 
follow them ; then shall thy child become such as shall recom- 
pense thee : but if thou lettest him go after his own will, when 
he Cometh to age it will grieve him sore, and he shall curse him 
that had the tuition of him : then shall thy child transgress 
thy admonition, and it would be better for thee that thou hadst 
no Child ; for a Child unborn is better than one unbeaten.^' 

Thus quoth Alfred : " If thou growestinto age, hast wealth, 
and canst take no pleasure, nor hast strength to govern thyself, 
then thank thy Lord for all that he hath sent thee, for thy own 
life, and for the day's light, and for all the pleasure he hath 
made for man ; and whatsoever becometh of thee, say thou, 
come what come will, be welcome." 

Thus quoth Alfred : '' Worldly wealth at last cometh to the 
worms, and all the glory of it to dust, and our life is soon 
gone. And though one had the rule of all this middle Morld, 
and of the wealth in it ; yet could he keep his life but a short 
while. All thy Happiness would but work thy misery, un- 
less thou couldst purchase thee Christ. Therefore when we 
lead our lives as God hath taught us, we then best serve our- 
selves. For then be assured that he will support us : for so 
said Salomon, that wise man ; well is he that doth good in this 
world, for at last he cometh where he findeth it.'' 

Thus quoth Alfred : " My dear son, set thee now beside 
me, and I will deliver thee true Instructions. My son I feel 

that my hour' is coming. My countenance is wan. My 

My days are almost done. We must now part. I shall to 
another world, and thou shalt be left alone in all my wealth. 
I pray thee (for thou art my dear child) strive to be a Father, 
and a Lord to thy people, be thou the children's Father and 

a 
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the widow's friend, comfort thou the poor and shelter the 
weak; and with all thy might, light that which is wrong. 
And, son, govern thyself by law, then shall the Lord love 
thee, and God above all things «hall be thy Reward. Call 
thou upon him to advise thee in all thy need, and so he 
sliall help thee the better to compass that wnich thou wouMst/' 

Tu remembrance of king Alfred^s parliament at Shiff ord we 
may adduce the testimony of loug-Uved tradition : the rising 
ground, in which the little church stands, is still called the 
'' Court-close,^^ and is well adapted for holding a large assem- 
bly of people : The " king's-way '' field, dose to Aston, derives 
its name, probably, from the presence of the king. It may 
also be mentioned that ruins, apparently of a burial-ground, 
lying between the present church and the river, attest that Shif- 
ford was a more considerable place than it is at present. 

From the death of King Alfred in 900 till the year 1046, the 
history of Bampton is again lost in obscurity, from which it 
emerges at the time when Edward the Confessor was king 
of England, — a man who would have been a credit to a society 
of monks, but, as a king, was the first cause of all the calami- 
ties which his people afterwards endured, llie chaplain to this 
prince was Leofric, who, upon the union of the two bishoprics 
of Crediton and St. German's (the bishopric of Comwall)in 104f6' 
and the removal of them to Exeter, became the first bishop of 
that see, and gave to his newly founded cathedral-church at 
Exeter his land at Bampton, which after the lapse of eight cen- 
turies^ notwithstanding all the violent religious* and political 
convulsions whicli have arisen during that period, the Dean and 
chapter of Exeter still retain in their possession. Eor the most 
complete account of Leofric, see Godwin, vol. 1, p. 800. 
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In the Appendix will be found the charter by which the 
charch of Exeter still holds its property in Bampton : it is co- 
pied out of a book preserved in the Bodleian library, which 
waa^ also given by Leofric to the church at Exeter. 

A. D. 1086. At this time Domesday-book was written, by 
oorder of William the Conqueror. Bampton is therein men- 
tioned in the following manner : 

''The King holds Benton (Bampton). There are twenty se- 
ven hides and a half. In the domain are 6 waggons and 
6 slaves and 40 villains and 17 husbandmen, and 13 Cot- 
tagers (bordarii) holders of Bord-land, have 16 waggons. In 
the time of king Edward they had 26 waggons; 

There are four mills of 25s. Erom the fisheries they have 
20 shillings. From the meadows 65 shilUngs. Erom the 
market 50 shillings. Erom the pannage and salt-works of 
Wic and other customary payments, £ 9. 13s. Erom the year's 
produce £ 15. The soke of two Hundreds belongs to this 
Manor. 

In the whole it pays by the year 80 pounds and forty Shil- 
lings by the tale. 

llbert of La^ holds half a hide by the gift of the Bishop of 
Bayeux; and Walter, son of Ponz, holds a certain small por- 
tion of land; and Henry de Eerrars holds a certain Wood, 
whi^h Bundy the Eorester had. The County affirms that all 
this belongs to the King 

The Bishop of Exeter holds of the king six hides in Benton, 
(Bampton,) and Bobert of him. Bishop Levric (Leofric) held 
it. The land is of six ploughs. Now in the domain are two 
ploughs and two slaves and ten villains with seven Cottagers. 
They have three ploughs. In that place are two fisheries 
of tnirty-three Shillings, and forty Acres of Meadow .'' 

A. D. 1152, March 14 — The date of a bull issued by 
Pope Eugenius, confirming the possessions of the church of 
Exeter. Bampton is therein described as a church divided 
into two prebends by the then Bishop of Exeter, Eobert Chic- 
hester — ''ut videlicet, si ecclesia iUa de Bentune in melio- 
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rem Btatum iemporis processu devenerit^ sexaginta solidi ex< 
inde, si superfuerint, fratrum communioni proveniant/' 

A. D. 1218. This year, according to White Kennet, in 
his Parochial Antiquities, page 187, in the sheriffs accounts, 
Eeginald, earl of Boulogne, answered for lands at Bampton. 

A, D. 1249, March 10, being the 8th of Edward II. The 
date of the Charter by which Aylmer de Valence, earl of Pem- 
broke " obtained a license from the king to make a castle 
of his house at Bampton.'^ These are the words of White 
Kennet, in his Parochial Antiquities, [p 886], but he re- 
fers to no authority. Yet the ruins still existing are in direct 
harmony with this statement, being certainly not more ancient 
than thfe date here assigned. 

A. D. 1321. This year is memorable for the civil wars which 
raged between the king Edward 11, and his barons. The 
dissension had begun the year before, but some hopes of a 
reconciliation still remained : which however were soon de- 
stroyed. The cause of the war being renewed is told us 
by Geoffery le Baker a native of Swinbroke, ^ and after- 
wards a monk in Oseney abbey. ^^ In the year 1321 the 
lady. Queen Isabella, about the feast of Saint Michael, came 
to the Castle of Leeds in Kent, wishing to spend the night 
there, but admittance was denied her. The king, construing 
the queen's repulse into an affront upon himself, commanded 
the neighbouring people, with the men of Essex and some 
Londoners, to besiege the castle. The governor of the for- 

• Galfrfdile Baker de Svinbroke Chronicon, edid. J. A. Giles, Lond. 8to, 18M. 
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tresa, B. de Baddesmere^ leaving his wife and children in the 
castle^ with his servants to defend it^ set out with the other 
barons to plunder the property of HugV le De Spencer, the 
king^s favourite. The king meanwhile reduced the castle 
and spent the following Christmas-day at Cirencester, from 
whence he marched with his army towards Gloucester. Mean- 
while the earl of Lancaster was at the head of another 
army at Bampton. During these fatal heats, there were so- 
lemn justs performed at Witney, between Humphrey Bohun, 
earl of Hereford, and Aylmer de Valence, earl of Pembroke. 

A. D. 1329. Robert de Elford [probably Telford near 
Bampton] at this time held a tenement at Aston on the condi- 
tion of '^ serving with a bow and arrows or some other kind of 
arms in any war of our lord the king, within his kingdom, for 
the space of 40 days, at his own proper cost.'' [See Appen- 
dix, p. 16, last line; and Ashmol. MS. 863, p. 71]. 

A. D. 1387. Date of the battle of Radcot-Bridge. 

" The river Isis is crossed, three miles to the south-west of 
Bampton, by Badcot Bridge, an ancient structure of three 
arches. In consequence of a cut, made in 1787, for the im- 
provement of the navigation, the stream, which flows through, 
IS now deserted by traffic, but the neighbourhood possesses much 
picturesque beauty. In this vicinage, a conflict took place, in 
the reign of Eicnard II, between Robert de Vere, earl of Ox- 
ford, and several of the nobility who envied his favour with the 
crown. The Earl was vanquished, but saved his life by plung- 
ing into the stream, and swimming to the opposite bank. He 
escaped to the continent, but died, three years afterwards, in 
Lorraine, by a wound received from a boar in the chase. His 
corpse was conveyed to England, and interred at the priory of 
Come in Essex, which structure had been founded by his ances- 
tor, Alberic, the first earL The king attended the funeral 
in person; and his monument is still extant, enriched with 
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the effigies of himself and wife/' [British Trav. vol IV, p. 6S.} 

A. D. 1400. In this year, which ended the ragn of Bi* 
hard II, and began that of his saccessor Heavy IV^ the 
men of Wantage, Faringdon, Bampton, and no doubt ot 
Shifford also, which belonged to Uenr/s family, rose in &- 
vour of Henry and defeated the earl of Salisbury and other 
partisans of king Bichard at Cirencester [fiymer, Merks's 
pardon, Nov. 28, 1400, and Chronicque de la traison de 
Bichart, &c. par B. Williams, Lond. 1841, p. 241]. 

A. D. 1443. Edmund Wallewayn held a tenement at Aston, 
half a yard-land, two acres of meadow, and two of pasture, 
&c., also a messuage at Cote, one yard-land, three acres of 
meadow, three of pasture, &c., also at Lewe, one yard-land. 
[Inquisitiones post mortem, IV, 217]. 

A. D. 1640. To this year belongs the following notice of 
Shapp, alias Heppe abbey, in the county of Westmoreland, 
from a Boll, 32ud of Henry VIII, preserved in the Angmenta- 
tion office and quoted in Dugdale's Monasticon, vol. VI, 
page 840 : 

" Computus ministrorum domini regis temp. Hen. VIII. 

Shappe nnper Monasterium. Com. Westm [orland.] 

[among many other places] Carhullen in Bampton, redmt. et 
firauten. £4.178. 4d.'' 

A. D. 1543. This year the manors and property belonging 
to the abbey of Ensham were granted by King Henry Vlll to 
Edward lord North. [See Appendix, No XTV.] 



• Kranett's Parochial Antiquities, pag«. 8M QmottA firom Leland't C^Uaetaaair 
tava I, p. 831. 
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A. D. 1567. Sir Thomas Chamberlayne is said to have 
been lord of the manor of Bampton at this time. He pos- 
sessed a MS. from which Dr. Piott gave an account of 
different tells from which Shifford was exempt. [See Plotfs 

Hist, of Oxon.] 

A. D. 1642. '^In most parts of England, skirmishes, 
assaults and salleys were so mquent and so fierce, that all 
people now dreaded and felt the deplorable effects of a civil 
war.'' [Echard's Hist, of Eng. II, 371]. 

A. D. 1646. About this date a battle was fought in Aston- 
field, between the king's party and the republicans. Perhaps 
the two square entrenchments, which still appear on the open 
field between Ten-foot and the Isle of T'Vight, were thrown up 
at this time : but I can find no written record either of them 
or of the battle. 

A. D. 1664. This year the celebrated antiquary, Antony 
Wood, paid a visit to Bampton. We learn this fact from his 
own diary, which was published by Heame in a work contain- 
ing the biographies of the three antiquaries, Leland, Heame, and 
Wood. At page 192 of the second volume of that book we 
find the following memorandum : 

" At Northmore with Mi. Pet. NicoUs, where we were enter- 
tained by Mr. Twyford. Thence wee went to Bampton, where 
wee lodged one night in the house of Mr. Tho. Cook, one of 
the vicars. The next morning very early I went to the castle, 
neare the church there, and took the ruins thereof, and so re- 
tom'd to Oxon.*' 

This sketch of the castle is still preserved among the papers 
of Ant, Wood in the Ashmolean Museum at Oxford, No. 8505. 
It is very rudely drawn and in the present day would be thought 
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a most contemptible performance^ even for an amateur : yet it 
nevertheless furnishes sufficient data upon which^ with the as- 
sistance of the existing ruins^ a plan of the west front of the 
castle might be constructed with tolerable accuracy. 

A. D. 1677. Dr. Plott's History of Oxfordshire was publish- 
ed this year, bearing the following title : 

" The Natural History of Oxfordshire, being an essay to- 
ward the Natural Historjr of England. By R. PQott]. 
LL. D. Printed at the 1 heater in Oxford, and are to he 
had there: And in London at Mr. S. Miller's, at the Star 
near the West-end of St. Paul's Church-yard. 1577. The 
price in sheets at the press, nine shillings. To subscribers, 
eight sliillings/' • 

A.D. 170Q. In the Rawlinson MS., which was written about 
this time, I find the following passage, which gives the state 
of the manors, &c. about this date. 

"Lords of the manor and hundred of Bampton, George 

Talbot earl of Shrewsbury (his elder brother being a 

abroad) and William Coventry esq. — present vicars, 1. Mr. 
John Edmonds, M. A. St. John's coll. Camb. 2. Mr. Thomas 
Snell, M. A. fellow of Ex. Coll. Oxf. — The Dean and Chap- 
ter of Exeter have a manor here and at Chimney, leased at 
about £ 600 per an. by Mr. Veisey, and £300 more by Mrs. 
Crofts. — Lord of the manor of Shifford is Tho. Slatter, ahas 
Bacon ; it was purchased of Sonibank Vesey — — Lord of the 
manor of Aston and Coate, Alan Horde esq. — Weald belongs 
to Shrewsbury and Coventry. Haddon belongs to Sir Kob. 
Throckmorton. Lew belongs to Shrewsbury and Coventry" 
Church dedicated to St. Peter. "The parsonage or glebe-land 
without any tithes, is lett by the dean and chapter of Exeter to 
Mr. John Dew at 8 score pounds p. an., renewable every 7th 
year in a lease of 21 years. The dean and chapter of Exeter 
have the tithes of the several farms, now lett out to the Rev. 
Mr. Wine of Kingston, in value about 150 Ub. p. an., of 
which 20 p. an. is let to Mr. Nabbs." 



OF ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS, &c. 



I. KING ALFRED'S PARLIAMENT AT SHIFFORD, A. D. 890. 

aa andent Anglo-Saxon Manuscript, formerly in the Cottonian library, and quoted by Spelman 
in bis Life of Alfred ; btzt now supposed to be lost. 

At Sifford seten diaines manie, 
Fele biscopes, and fele boclered, 
Erles prude, cnihtes egloche. 
There was erle Alfric, of the lage swuth wise ; 
And ec Alfred, Engle-hurde, Engle-derling. 
On Engelond he was king: hem he gan leren 
Swo hi heren mihten, hu hi here lif leden scolden. 

Alfred he was on Engelond a king wel swithe strong ; 
He was king and clerk : wel he luvede God's werk : 
He was wise on his word, and war on his speche; 
He was the wisest man that was on Engelond. 

Thus qwath Alverd, Engle frofre, 

"Wolde ye nu liben and lusten jrure louerd^ 

And he }ru wolde wisen wiseliche thinges, 

Hu ye mihten werlds wurthscipe welden. 

And ec ywre soule samne to Criste." 

Wise weren the cwethen the saide the king Alfred f 

**Mildeliche I mune yu, mine dere frend, aime 
And edilede luviende, that ye all drede yure 
Drihten Crist, luviend him and Hcen ; for he is 
Louerd of Life ; he is one God over all godnesse ; 
He is one blisse over alle blessedness; 
He is one manne, milde maister ; he one folce fader. 
And trofie : he is one riht wis and riche king, 
That him ne seal be pane noht of his will 
Hwo him here on werlde wurthend and eth." 

1 
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Thus cwath Alvred, Engle frofre, 
" He mai no riht cing ben under Crist self, 
But he be boclered, and wis o loage, 
And he hise writes wel icweme, and he cunne 
Letres locen himselve hu he seal his lond 
Lagelice helden." 

Thus cwath Alvred, Engle frofre: "The eri 

And the atheling thoben under the cing, 

The lond to leden mid lagelic deden. 

Bothe the clerc and the cniht demen evenliche riht: 

For after that te man soweth, 

Therafter he seal mowen ; 

And elfrilces mannes dom to his ogen dure charigeth.' 

Thus cwath Alvred, " The eniht behoveth 

Ceneliche to mowen vor to werie the lond 

Of hunger, and of heregong, 

That the Chureche have grith, and te cherl be in frith, 

His sedes to sowen, hise medes to mowen, 

His plowes to driven to ure aire bilif. 

This is the cnihtes lage, to locen that it wel fare, &c. 



11. CHARTER OF LEOFRIC TO THE CHURCH OF EXETER. 

A. D. 1040. 

From an ancient MS. pretenred in the Bodleian libnuy [Acctariiiin, D, 2, 16.] 

Her swutelath on thissere Christes bee hwcet Leofric bishop heetth gedon i 
sancte Petres minstre on Exanceastre ; thcer his biscopstol is, ther is ther he h 
geinnod ther cer geutod wses thurh Oodes Ailtum and thurh his forespraecs 
thurh his gsersuma. ther is serost ther land set Culmstoke, and ther land set B 
cescumbe, and set Sealtcumbe, and ther land est sancte Maria circean, and 
land set Stofordtune, and set Swearcanwille, and ther land set MorceshiUe, 
Sidefullan hiwisc, and ther land set Brihtricesstane, and ther land est Tq 
hamme, theah the Harold hit mid unlage ut nam, and ther land est Stoie, 
ther land set Sydebirig, and ther land est Niwantune, and est Northtune, and 
land set Clist the wid hsefde. Thonne ys this se eaca on landum the hehief 
his agenum ther minster midgegodod for his hlaforda sawlum, and for his 
enre. tham Oodes theowum to bigleofan the for heora sawlum thingian see 
ther ys aerost ther land est BEMTUNE, and est ESTTUNE, and est Ceomme 
and ther land set Doflisc, and est Holaciunbe, and set Suthwuda, and he m 
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de iha he to tham minatre feng nan mare landcs the thider ynn gewylde woerc. 
thonne twa hida landes set Ide, and thseron nses orf cynncs nan mare buton 
VII hrutheru. Thonne ys diis seo oncnawennis the he hsefth God mid gecnawen 
and sanctum Petrum mto tham halgan minstre on circlicum madmum ther b ther 
lie hsefth thider ynn gedon II b. roda, and II mycele gebonede roda batan oth- 
mm litlum silfrenum swur rodum and II mycele Christes bee gebonede, and III 
gebonede serin, and I geboned altare, and V silfrene caliceas, and IV corpora- 
les, and I silfren pipe, and V fulle msessereaf, and II dalmatica, and III pistel- 
Toccas, and IV subdiacones handlin,and III canterc£eppa,and III canter8tafas,and 
V paellene weofod sceatas, and VII of brsedelsas, and II tseppedu, and III bera 
sdnand Vllsetlhrcegelandlllricg-hrsegel, and II wahreft,and VI msesene-sceala, 
and II gebonede hnceppas,andIVhomas, and II mycele gebonede candlesticcan, and 
VlUessan candelsticcan gebonede^and I silfren stor-cylle mid silfrenum stor-sticcan, 
and VIII Iseflas, and II guthfana, and I mere [forte mere], and VI mid reca, and I 
trdwsen, and I cyste, and thcernseron cer buton VII upphaogene bella, and nu thser 
and XIII upphangene, and XII handbella and II fulle maesse-bec, and I collec- 
taneum, and II pistel-bec, and II fulle sang-bec, and I nihtHsang, and I Ad te 
leravi, and I tropere, and II salteras, and se thriddan saltere swa man singth on 
Rome, and II ymneras, and I deorwyrthe bletsing-boc, and III othre, and I 
Eoglisc Chrbtes hoc, and II simier rseding-boc, and I winter rseding-boc, and 
R^nla canonicorum, and Martyrologium, and I canon on leden, and I scrift 
boo on Englisc, and I full spell hoc, wintres and sumeres, aod Boeties hoc on 
Engl]8a,and I mycel Englisc hoc; be gehwilcum thingum on leoth wiran ge- 
worht^ and he nefunde on tham mynstre tha he to feng boca na ma buton 
ane capitularie, and I for ealdodne nihtsang, and I pistel hoc, and II for eal- 
dode rseding bee swithe wake, and I wac maessereaf. And thur fela leden 
boca he beget inn to tham mynstre liber pastoralis, and liber dialogorum, and 
fihri IV prophetarum, and liber Boetii de consolatione, and Isagoge Porphyrii, 
I and I passionalis, and liber Prosperi, aud liber Prudentii Physomachice, and 
I liber Prudentii hymnorum, and liber Prudentii de martyribus, and liber £ze- 
ehielis prophets, and Cantica Canticorum, and liber Isaiae prophetae on sun- 
dvon, and liber Isidori etymologiarum, and passiones apostolorum, and ex- 
r fontio Bedse super evangelium Lucae, and expositio Bedae super Apocalypsim, 
Wfd expositio BedsB super VII epistolas canonicas, and liber Isidori de novo 
•t Tefteri testamento, aud liber Isidori de miraculis Christi, and liber Oserii, and 
Bber Machabeorum, and liber Persii, aud Sedulies hoc, and liber Aratoris, and 
diadema monachorum, and Glosae Statii, and liber officialis Amalarii. 

And ofer his daeg he ann his capellan thider binnan forth mid him silfum 
k Ml eallum tham thingum the he silf dide mid Godes theninge on ther gerad 
fber tha Oodes theowas the thaer binnan beoth aefre his sawle gemunon mid 
gebedum and maesse-sangum to Christe and to sancte Petre and to 
tham halgum the ther halige minister is fore gehalgod ther his sawle 
gode the anfengre, and se the thas gyfu, and thisne unnan wille Gode, and 
Petre aet Bredan si him heofena rice aetbroden, and si he ecelice genitherod 
■to helle wite. 
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HI. SURVEY OF BAMPTON, A. D. 1086. 

Prom Dometday Book, written in the reign of William the Conqueror and preserved In the rhai^j 

ter-hoate at Westminster. This valuable record has been printed by the Commissioners in 5 voW 

Mio but with abbreviations, as in the Original ; which makes it difVlrult to read : that the es^ 

tract nuiy be more perspicuous and intelligible, it is here printed without abbreviations. ^ 

[DOMESDAY BOOK, THE PRIKTED EDITIOIT, VOL. I, P. 154]. 

Rex tenet BENTONE : ibi sunt XXVII hides ct dimidia. In dominio sunt 
VI carrsB, et VI servi, ctXL villani, ct XVII buri, etXIIIbordarii: babent XVf 
carras : tempore Regis Edward i habebant XXVI carras. 

Ibi qnatuor molini [tnolina;], XXV solidorum. De piscariis XX solidos ; d* 
pratis LX V solidos ; dc mercato L solidos ; de pasnagio et lalinis de Wic et aliis 
coniuetudinibus bominum IX libras et XIII solidos ; de aanosa aani XY lihrak 
Soca dnonun hundredorum pertinet bnic manerio. 

Inter totum reddit per annum quatuor XX libras et XL solidos ad nume- 
rum. 

Dimidium bidse tenet Ilbertus de Laci, dono Episcopi Baiocensia : et Waltennfa 
filius Ponz tenet quandam particulam terras; et Henricuade Fereires tenet qtum- 
dam silvam, quam tenuit Bundi forestarius. 

Hoc totum testatur comitatus pertinere ad dominium regis. 

[also vol I, PAGE 155, MO. V.] 

Terra episcopi de execestre. 
Episcopus Exoniensis tenet de rege VI bidas in BENTONE, et Robertus de eo : 
Leuric episcopus tenuit. Terra est V carrarum; nunc in dominio duae carrse, ct 
duo servi ; et X villani cum VII bordariis. Habent VII carras. Ibi II piscaris ^ 
de XXXIII solidis, et XLVIII acreas prati. Tempore regis Edwardi, valebant r 
IV libris, modo VI libris. * 



IV. CHARTER OF KING HENRY III, DATED MARCH 10, 1249, f 
GRANTING THE MANOR OF BAMPTON TO WILLIAM 4 

DE VALENCE. b 

I 

Among the Records in the custody of the Master of the Rolls, pursuant to Stat. 1 and 2 Viet., 
cap. 9i, and preserved in the Tower of London ; to wit, Charter-roll of the 88rd year of the reigA : 
of king Henry the Third, memb : 5, it is thus contained : 

CHARTA PRO WIL- ^^x archiepiscopis, &c. salutem, Sciatis nos ded-^ 

LIELMO DE VAL- ^^^^* concessisse, et hac charta nostra confirmasse, j 

ENTIA. dilecto fratri et fideli nostro, Willielmo de Yalentia, j 

totum manerium nostrum de BAMPTON, cum bun- i 

dredo, dominicis, bomagiis, reditibus, villenagiis, et omnibus aliis pertinentiis suis I 
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nne aliquo retinemento, exceptis terris cum pertinentiis quas prius dederamus Hu- 

berto Pugeys in eodem manerio pro triginta libratis terrae, cujus servitium et 

homagium dedimus eidem Willielmo, una cum custodia terrae et haeredum 

ipsios Huberti, post mortem suam, habendum et tenendum eidem Willielmo et 

iredibus sois de uxore sua procreatis, bene et in pace, quiete et integre cum omr 

libertatibus et liberis consuetudinibus ad eandem terram pertinentibus, pro 

tnginta et septem libratis terrae in partem satisfactionis quingentarum libratarum 

knasy quas &. per cbartam nostram dare concessimus. Ita quod tantum decidat 

hi qttingeiitis libris, quas annuatim percipit, ad Scaccarium nostrum, faciendo inde 

' ibbn et liseredibus nostris servitia inde debita et consueta. Ita quod si forte nos 

Sfel liaeredes nostri praedictam terram reddere voluerimus rectis haeredibus per 

jroluniatem nostram vel per pacem, non disseisiemus praedictum Willielmum vel 

^ iredes suos de uxore sua procreatos, nee disseisiri faciemus, de praedicta terra,. 

ioliec eis rationabile fecerimus exchambium ad valentiam praedictae terrae. 

' Quare volumus et firmiter praecipimus pro nobis et haeredibus nostris quod prae> 

lictus WiUielmus et baeredes sui de uxore sua procreati habeant et teneant totum 

' nedictum M anerium de BAMPTON cum Hundredo, dominiis, homagiis, redi- 

tiliiis, villenagiis et omnibus aliis pertinentiis suis, sine aliquo retinemento, excep- 

terris cum pertinen&s, quas prius dederamus Uuberto Pugeys in eodem Mane- 

iSo pro tnginta libratis terrae, cujus servitium et homagium dedimus eidem Wil- 

pehno una cum custodia terrae et haeredum ipsius Huberti post mortem suam, bene 

let in pace, qaiete et integre, cum omnibuslibertatibus et liberis consuetudinibus ad 

eandem terram pertinentibus, pro triginta et septem libratis terrae in partem satis- 

&ctiofnis quingentarum libratarum terrae, quas ei per chartam nostram dare con- 

tessimus. Ita quod tantum decidat de quingentis libris, quas annuatim percipit^ 

id Scaccarium nostrum, faciendo inde nobis et baeredibus nostris servitia inde 

debita et consueta. Ita quod si forte nos vel haeredes nostri praedictam terram 

teddere voluerimus rectis baeredibus, per voluntatem nostram vel per pacem, non< 

^ssdnemus praedictum Willielmum vel haeredes suos de uxore sua procreatos, nee* 

disseiari faciemus, de praedicta terra, donee eis^ rationabile fecerimus exchambium. 

id valentiam praedictae terrae, sicut praedictum est. 

His Testibus Venerabili Patre F. Londinensi Episcopo, Willielmo de Fortibus- 

«omite Albemarliae, Johamie Maunsel praeposito Beverlaci, Radulpho filio Nicho- 

ilai, Roberto Passelewe, Archidiacono Lewensi, Galfrido de Langele, Willielmo 

[4e Bello-monte^ Willielmo Gemun, et aliis.. Data pei mftnum nostram apud West- 

monasterium Xo die Martii. 

V. INQUISITION: COPY OF THE HUNDRED-ROLL OF 
BAMPTON AND ASTON, 3rd EDW. I. [A. D. 1274-5]. 

From the Rolls In the Tower. 

HUNDREDUM DE Inquisitio facta coram domino Sampsone Foliotte,, 

BAMPTON. domino Fulcon de Ruycote, et sociis secum electis, 

anno regis Edwardi septimo, et duodecim juratis, vide- 

ficet domino Johanne Maudut, domino Maria de Batille, domino Alano de 

2 
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Craule, Roberto de Eleford, Roberto le Paumer de Welde, Rieardo de Hantotti 
Stephano Frankeland de Welde, Henrico de Heupteseye, Radulfo de Filekingi 
Roberto de Stoke, Nicholao Biron de Clanefend, et Johanne de Fifhyde, tuper 
articulis a prsdictii juititiis, praedictb daodecim deliberatiiy scilicet inquirer^ 
(yportet&e. 

Qui dicunt tuper sacramentum, quod dominus WOlelnuif 
BAMPTON de Valentia tenet in Bamptoii duas carucataiterrae de domt- 
no rege in capite,et unam carucatam terrsB quam habuit dt 
Jobanne filio Paulini : et idem Jobannes tenuit dictam carUcatam terrse de domi> 
nico domini regis : et babet libertatem et liberum bundredum foritisecusy ita qUod 
babebit retumum omnium brevium domini regis qUse viCecoHniti dilrigtUitUr et 
qusB libertatem illam consuevit ! et babet meircatum et feriain t et bamiit prtB^ 
dictum tenementum de dono Henrici regis, patris Edwardi regis qui nime 
est, cum fMnnibUs libertatibus plrftnomlliatis ; sed ignotant quo servitio nee qtio 
warraattt. 

Dominus Robertus Pogeys tenet in Bampton, in dominico, ill 

BAMPTON in dominico, unam carucatam teltss de dotniuo Willelmo de 

POGEYS Valentia, et reddit eidem per annum octodecim deiiarios Vet 

unum ensem, et idem Willielmus tenet de domino rege in ci* 

pite ; babet etiam libertatem vlsi franciplegii de bominibus suis ; et bomines sol 

debent apparere in curia domini Willelmi de Valencia, ad proximam cttriam 

post festum sancti Micbaelis sine occasione. 

Item idem Robertus babet in eadem unam carucatam terrae de perquisi- 
tione de divefsis, videlicet 40 acffeas de domino Milone de Hasting i et idem 
Mflo tenuit de Benedicto de Blacbum et idem de domino rege: item dimi- 
dium yirgatse terrae de Jobanne Paulino et idem de domino Willelmo de Va^ 
lance, et idem Willelmus de domino rege in capite* 

RicARDus Wolwy tenet in Aston unum messuagiUm, et Unam 

ASTON virgatam terras de domino Roberto Pogeys, et reddit per 

SERVITIA annum eidem pro teoitu 4 solidos et 4 denarios, ob: 

pro opere et servitio 8 solidos et 6 denarios quae quia 

taxantur. 

WiLLELllus Wolwy, Robertus Bobbe, Ricardus le Paumer, Tbomas Balwitbe, 
Willielmus Orchard, cum Waltero Martin, Johannes Hemming, Engelys relicts 
Johannis Gilberti, Emma Stephanu., RicardUs Ayllne, Matilda de la OarstoOt 
Willelmus de la Barre, Ricardus Hogenon, Matilda de Me, Walterius Nortbi 
Isabella Lunett, Rogerus Midewinter, Walterus Emald, Willelmus North, Hugo 
Halyday, Walterus Halyday, Rogerus Bolebebs, Willielmus King, cum Roberto 
Sefoul, Ricardus Ketse, Agnes Faber, Willelmus Newman, Hugo Bulbebs, Hugo 
Jurdan, quilibet preescriptorum tenet oonsimile tenementum in Aston de 
dicto Roberto Pogeys pro consimili servitio, sicut Ricardus Wolwy prae- 
■criptus. 

Ricardus Saleman tenet in eodem Unum messuagium, et unam virgatam 
terrae, de eodem, et reddit per annum eidem 6 solidos et 5 denarios pro red* 
itu ; pro opere et servitio 7 solidos et denarios, ob quae &:c. 
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WiuuELMUf Jurdan, Phiiippug Orchard, Rogerus Lete, Walterius Edwich, 
inHdmns k la frejrne, Thomas Piscator, Rogenu Dod, cum Rogero French, 
de la Cote, quilihet prseBcriptorwn tenet consimfle tenementum in 
de eodem pro consimili servitio faciendo eidem, sicut Bicardua 



RoBEKTUi de la Cote tenet in eadem unum messuagium et unam virgatam 
tKim de eodem et reddit per annum eidem 4 solidos, oh. 
WiLLBLMUi de la Cote tenet in eodem unum messuagium, et unam yirgatam 

t, de eodem, et reddit per annum eidem 4 solidos, oh. 
Matilda relicta Carectarum, tenet in eodem unimi messuagium et dimidium 
terras de eodem, et reddit per annum eidem pro reditu 4 solidos et 5 
pro opere praedicto, oh quae quia taxantur. 

-Abbas £7gu[shamien8is] tenet in Aston unum messuagium 

LIBRI et unam virgatam terrae de Roherto Pogeys, et reddit per 

TENENTES annum domino Roherto Pogeys 5 solidos et 2 denar 

rios. 
Wkm abbaa tenet unam virgatam tercse in puram et perpetuam deemosynam ; 
mk, neacimui quo warranto, 

RooEKus Doyly tenet in villa de Bampton 4 carucatas tenrse, 
BiUdFTON in dominico, de domino Hugone de Plec. et idem Hugo de 
domino rege in capite, et dehet scutagium et hahet liheram 
||iMitaiam in trihus gurgitihus : et hahet in hosco quae vocatur Boynale, hus* 
Wte H heybote. 



VL PLEAS OF ASSIZE HELD AT OXFORD, IN THE 13th YEAR 
OF EDWARD I, [A. D. 1286]. 

From the Rolls at Carlton Ride. 

Hacita de juratis et assizis coram Salomone de Boffs^ Bicardo de 
Bojliuid^ Boberto Fulcon, Gkilfrido de Picheford et Eogero Loveday, 
inticiariis itineraotibus apud Oxford in crastino Sancti Hilarii^ anno 
pegni regis Edwardi tertiodecimo. Eulcon. 

ROTULO II. 

Flacita domini regis apud Oxoniam Fulcon. 

WiLLELMUs de Valentia summonitus fuit ad respondendum domino regi, quo 
varranto clamat hahere returnum hrevium, placitum de namio vetito, furcam, 
ft emendum assise panis et cervisiae factae in Bampton, quae ad coronam et 
iignitatem suam pertinent et dehentur. 
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^T WiLLiELMut venit, et dicit, quod dominiu Henricus rex, pater dopuni 
regu nunc, dcdit ei mancrium cum hundredo, et cum omnibuf libertatibm ad 
ea pertinentibus, ad qua manerium, ct hundredum, furca et emend. awUe panis d 
cervisiae facts pertinent per prsedictam chartam quam profert, et quse hoc teftatnrj 
et quoad retomum brevium et placitum de namio vetito, dicit quod quidam comei 
Bononiensis tenuit prsdictum mancrium cum hundredo de domino Henrico regCi 
patre domini regis nunc, et dicit quod co tempore quo idem oomcs tenuit mane- 
rium prsdictum cum hundredo, habuit retomum brevium et tenuit placitum di 
namio vctito, tan quam pertinentia ad hundredum praedictum: et pottea pne- 
dicta manerium et hundredum dcvcnerunt ad manuf ipsius domini Henrici r»> 
gis tanquam cscacta sua : idem dominus Henricus rex, eo tempore quo ea tenuit is 
manu sua, tenuit placitum de namio vetito ct habuit retomum brevium in eisdeoii 
tanquam ad cadem mancrium et hundredum pertinentia: et idem dominni 
Henricus rex postmodum manerium ct hundredum cum pertinentiis eidem 
WiUelmo dedit et concessit, tenendum sibi et heredibus suis de nxore mm 
procreatis, de ipso domino rege et heredibus suis, et profert chartam ipiini 
domini Henrici regis quse testatur quod idem dominus Henricus rex dedit d 
concessit eidem WiUelmo prsedictum manerium cum hundredo, dominici% 
homagiis, rcditibus, villenagiis, et omnibus aliis pcrtinentiu, sine aliquo retine- 
mento, exccptis quibiudam terns quas prius dedit Huberto de Pugeys in eodem 
manerio, habendum ct tenendum eidem WiUelmo et hceredibus suis de uxore 
sua procreati8,bene,ct in pace, quicte et integre cum omnibus libertatibus etliberip 
consuetudinibus ad eadein pertinentibus, et dicit quod eo warranto habet ipie 
retornum brevium, et clamat habere placitum de namio vetito. 

Et Willelmus de Giselham, qui sequitur pro domino rege, dicit quod habers 
retumum brevium, et tencre placitum de namio vetito pertinet ad coronam 
et dignitatem domini regis, et quas libertatcs nemo clamare potest sine warrantt 
•peciali a domino rege vel antecessorum suorum, et dicit quod in praedicta cllartl^ 
quam prsedictus Willelmus de Valentia profert, nulla fit mentio de aliquo retov- 
no brevium vel placitonun de namio vetito. Unde petit judicium pro domiM 
rege. 



[ROTULO IX, IN DORIO.] 

De juratis et assisis apud Oxon. &c Fulcon. 

Willelmus de Valencia, Rogerius de Engepenne, Johannes le bedel de Barnp* 
ton, et llogerus dc Weston, summoniti fucrunt ad responsum CeciliaB de Musce- 
gros, de placito quarc prasdicti Willelmus et alii averia ipsius Ceciliae ceperuntet 
injuste detinuerunt et cur et undequeritur quod quum praedicti Willelmus et aliif 
die Sabbati proxima post fcstum Sancti Ililarii, anno regni regis nunc undecimo, 
ceperunt quatuorjumcnta ipsius Ceciliae in villa de Alvescote et eafugaveruntil- 
que ad manerium ipsius WiUielmi de Bampton, ct ea ibidem detinuerunt contn 
vadium et plegiuin, a praedicto die usque diem Veneris proximum ante feftini 
Sancti Johannis ante portam Latinum, anno supradicto : quod deliberata fuenlll 
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ftt brev,e domini regis ad danmiun ipsiiis Cecilise centum librarum et inde pro- 
4nzit settam, &c. 

Et Willelmus per attomum suum venit et omnes alii venenmt et defendunt vim 

, et ear et quando, &c. et bene cognoscunt quod ipsi ceperunt pnedicta averia et 

|Brte^ quia dicunt quod tenentes ipsius Ceciliae de Alvescote et Aston non vene- 

nint a4 visum franciplegii ad curiam ipsius Ceciliae de Alvescote et Aston, ubi bal- 

fyi dicti Willelmi de Valencia semel in anno post festum Sancti Micbaelis tenere 

delient prsedictum visum, apierciaverunt ipsi: tenentes praedicti Ceciliae pro defal- 

catioiiibus suis et ea ratione pro hujusmodi amerciamentis distringere fecit, per 

wiofifL praedjcta, et postea concordat! sunt etpraedicta Cecilia datdimidiummarcae 

po licentia concordandi, et est concordia talis quod praedicti Willelmus et Cecilia 

bene cogn. quod baUivi ipsius Willelmi venire debent ad visum francipleg. tenend. 

de tenendbus ipsius Ceciliae de Alvescote et Aston semel in anno, scilicet post 

tortm n Sancti Micbaelis, et quod ballivi ipsius Willelmi babere debent pro visu 

pr»dicto 12 denarios tantum, et praedicta Cecilia et haeredes sui omnia alia amer- 

ciainenta de tenentibus venientibus ad praedictum visum habere et percipere 

debenty &c. 

[ROTULO XVI.[ 

DoMi^ins rex per Willelmum de Giselham, qui sequitur pro eo, petit versus 
Robertum Fogeys 40 libratas terrae cum pertinentiis in Bampton, quas domino 
legi injuste deforcaverat &c. et unde dicit quod dominus Henricus rex, pater domini 
ttffB nunc, tempore pacis fuit inde in seisina capiendi inde explete ad valentiam &c. 

Et Robertus venit et defendit jus domini regis ut deforcaverat et jure &c. et 
bene cogn. seisiiiam domini Henrici regis patris domini regis nunc, sed dicit quod 
idem dominus Henricus rex dedit praedictam terram cuidam Huberto de Fogeys 
fetri ipsius Roberti, cujus haeres ipse est, per chartam suam quam profert et quae 
t^itator quod dominus Heniicus rex, pater domini regis nunc, dedit praedicto 
Huberto praedictam terram cirni pertinentiis, habendam et tenendam sibi et 
baeiedibas suis et suis assignatis in perpetuum. Ideo ad judicium &c. 

[ROTULO XXV]. 

Flacita coronas coram Salomone de Roffs, &c Fulcon. 



[ROTVLO XLIX IN DOR SO.] 
Hundred, de Bampton venit pro XII. 

[ROTULO LI.] 
Adbuc de hundredo de Bampton Fulcon. 

Qp LiBERTAtiBus dlcuut quod WiUelmus de Valentia tenet bundredum de 
inipton .quod valet per annum C solidis, et clamat habere retomum et extrac- 
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ta brevium et placitorum de namio vetito, et habet fuream, pfllariam et ttmibe- 
rellam et emend, assise panis et cervicue et feriam in vigilia et In die Asfomp- 
tionis beatse Marise, et mercatum per quemlibet diem Merctmiy et in qnalibel 
septimana, nesciunt quo warranto. Et super hoc venit Willielmiii de Giielbm 
qui sequitur pro domino rege, et dicit quod habet brevia de Quo warranto so- . 
per hujusmodi libertates, et similiter Robertus de Grey habet In tOU i$ 
Herdewick visum franci plegii, furoam, tumberellam, et emend, assisam panis et 
eervisia? et Johannes Maudut, Osbertus Giffard, Johannes de Bosco, et Ro- 
bertas de Grey, clamant habere mercatum in manerio de Stanlake smgofit 
septimanis per diem Veneris et similiter in eodem manerio habet furcam, tom* 
derellam, pillariam, et emendum assis, panis et cerviciae, nesciunt quo wanan- 
to. Ideo prsedictaB libertates, quoad prsedictos Robertum de Grey et alios, ca- 
piantur in manum domini regis. &c. 



VII. INQUISITION OF KINO EDWARD II, DATED NOV. 28, AND 

DEC. 1313. , 

Among the Reeordi in the custody of the KMter of the Rolls pursoaatto 8t«t, 1 sad S Viet, eaf, f. j 
aad presenrsd in the Tower of London i to wit, Inquisition of the 4Hb year of King Edwacdtte Sseoad 
If 0. 70, it is thus contained : 

EDWARDUS, DEI GRATIA REX ANGL1JS, DOMIMUS HIBERMlJE, ET DUX A^UITAVmLi^ | 
DILECTO ET PIDELI SUO ROGERO DE WELLESWORTU ESCAETORI SUO CITRA TBBVTAII^ ^ 

SALUTEM. Mandamus vobis quod, per sacramentunl proborum et legalium boiiii' 
num de balliva vestra, per quos rei Veritas melius sciri poterit, diligenter mqiuratis \ 
si sit ad damnum vel praejudicium nostrum aut aliorum, si concedamua dileetoet i 
fideli nostro, Roberto Pogeys, quod ipse manerium suum de Estdels cumpertnieo* 
tiis, et unam carucatam terras, et tres acras bosci, cum pertinentiis, in Chathaa \ 
juxta RofTam, in comitatu Kancia?, quae de nobis tenentur in capite, ut diettar, i 
dare possit et concedere Thomae Fogeys et Benedicts uxori ejus, babenda et ten- i 
enda eisdem Thomae et Benedictae, et haeredibus ipsius Thomae, de corpore sue ' 
legitime procreatis, de nobis et haeredibus nostril per servitia inde debita et eon- < 
sueta in perpetuum. Et si idem Thomas obierit sine haerede de corpore iiio Icfi* ' 
time procreato, tunc praedictst, manerium, terra, et boscus, cum perttnetitiis^ ad ' 
praefatum Robertum et haeredes suos integre revertantur, tenenda de nobis et hiei^ 
dibus nostris per servitia praedicta in perpetuum, necne. Et si sit ad ^l^Mwutr fft ^4 
praejudicium nostrum aut aliorum, tunc ad quod damnum et quod praejndidMi 
nostrum,et ad quod damnum et quod praejudicium aliorum, et quorum, et quaUter, 
et quo modo, et si prsedicta, manerium, terra, et boscus, de nobis teneantnr in c*» 
pite, sicut praedictum est, an de alio, et si de nobis, tunc per quod servithmiy qiuk 
liter, et quo modo, et si de alio, tunc de quo, vel de quibus, et per qnod smi* 
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tiaiiy et qualiter, et quo modo, et quantum valeant per annum, in omnibus 
tiiff*"*! juxta verum valorem eorundem. Et quae terrae et quae tenementa 
Mm Roberto remaneant, ultra donationem et concessionem praedictas, et ubf, 

de fj^o, vel de quibus teUeantur ; utrum videlicet de nobis, an de alio, et 
rf de nobis, tunc per quod servitium, et qualiter, et quo modo, et si de alio, 
Ine de quo, vel de quibus, et per quod servitium, et qualiter, et quo modo, et 
fMntiiiD valeant per annum, in omnibus exitibus. 

Et Inquisitionem inde distincte et aperte factam, nobis sub sigillo vestro 
ft tigillia eorum, per quos facta fuerit, sine dilatione mittatis et boc 
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Tcite me ipso apud Wyndesore, XXVIII die Novembris, anno regni nostri 
to..«...Jar per ipsum regem. 



iLANeiA. 

tMQVisiTio facta coram Escaetore domini regis apud Estdelse, die Martis proxi* 
I poet feetom Sancti Nicbolai, anno regni regis Edwardi sexto, per Johannem 
iifliitliewyk, Nicholaum de Woldebam, Robertum de Betlescombe, Gilbertum 
Odewjmet, Moysem Lacy, Ricardum le Forstier, Johannem Rogier, Johannem 
Halley Clementem le Chandelier, Robertum le Hayward, Rogerum le Chan- 
'y et Gilbertum le Hayward. Qui dicunt per sacramentum suum, quod non 
ad damnum vel praejudicium domini regis, aut aliorum, si rex concedat Ro* 
Fogeys, quod ipse manerium smun de Estdelse cum pertinentiis, et unam 
terrae, et tres acras bosci cum pertinentiis, in Chetham juxta Roffam, 
mitatn Kanciae, dare possit et concedere Thomae Fogeys et Benedictae uxori 
babenda et tenenda eisdem Thomae et Benedictae, ethaeredibus ipsius Thomae, 
Mrpare fuo legitime procreatis : et, si idem Thomas obierit sine hserede de coi^ 
kgitime procreato, tunc praedicta, manerium, terra, et boscus, cum pertin^ 
ad praB&tum Robertum et hseredes suos integre revertantur, tenenda de 
r^;e et haeredibus suis per servitia inde debita et consueta in perpetuum. 
MCUHT quod praedictum manerium de Estdelse non tenetur de domino rege 
if sed tenetur de Nicholao de Merewerth, per servitium duorum feodo- 
Ifilitom et dimidii, et valet per annum in omnibus exitibus XX libras : et 
qtlod praedictae carucata terrae, et tres acrae bosci, cum pertinentiis, in 
tenentnr de domino rege, ut de castro domini regis de Ledes per servi- 
partis feodi unius militis ; quod quidem castrum, cum pertinentiis, 
regina Angliae tenet ad terminum vitae suae ex assignatione domini 
quondam regis Angliae, patris regis nunc, et valent terra ilia, boscus, per 
in omnibus exitibus X marcas. Dicunt etiam quod remanent praefato 
ultra donationem et concessionem praedictas, manerium de Stokepogeys 
Buckingham, quod tenetur de Johanne de Someri per servitium mili- 
et Talet per annum, in omnibus exitibus, C marcas, et medietas manerii de 
in comitatu Ozonise, quae tenetur de domino Adamaro de Valencia, 
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eomito Pembroke, per ferrithim mflhiire, el valet pet «fmiilii, In mminmt it 
but, C marcat. 

In cuju* rei tettunonium prsedieti Jnrati huie Inqnisitionl tigilla sua appoit 
runt 



VIII. INQUISITION OF KING EDWARD II, DATED 

Dec. 9. and 2o, A. D. 1327 

Among the lUcordi in the Custody of the MmUt of the Rolls, panwuit to Beat. 1 and 2 Vki,, o 
94, and preaenred in the Tower of London, to wit, Inquisition of the 20th year of the reign of Kl 
Edward the Second, No. II, it is thus contained. 

Edwaroui, Dei gratia Rex Anglue, et Domftttis Hibemiae, dflecto aibi ThoB 
de Harpedene, escaetori sno in comftatfbns Wilted, Sontbamt^ton, Oxonias, Befl 
Bedford, et Buckingham, Salutem. Mandamvs Tobis, quod per saerameiniii 
proborum et legallum bominum de balliva vestra, pef (fatoB leS vefitas mXt 
aciri poterit, diligenter inquiratis, si sit ad damnum vel prflejttdicinm nostra 
aut aliorum, si concedamus dilecto et fideli nostro, Rieardo Talebot junior! 
Elizabeths^ uxori ejus quod ipsi de maneriis suis de Policote in dicto coihKai 
Buckingham, Bampton in dicto comitatu Oxoniss, et CelingbtArh in dietb eoni 
tatu Wiltes, cum pertinentiis, quss de nobis tenentur in capite, utdfekur, fMfti 
possint dilectum et fidelem nostrum Gilbertmn Talebot, et Thonam fnM 
ejus, babendis et tenendis sibi et hsredibus suis, die nobis et baeredibui nbl 
tris, per servitia inde debita et cousueta in perpetuum. Ita quod iidem GOberfl 
et Thomas, habita inde plena et pacifica seisina, dare posirint et coneedere n^ 
eria prsedicta, cum pertinentiis, pree&tis Ricardo et Eliisabetbse, babendit et tJM 
enda sibi et haeredibus de corporibus suis exeuntibus, de nobis et hairMi 
nostris, per servitia prsdicta in perpetuum : et si idem Ricardus et EBsabMl 
obierint sine hserede de corporibus suis exeunte, tunc maneria pra»dietl^ cmi 
pertinentiis, rectis haeredibus praedicti Ricardi remaneant, tenenda db ncM 
et haeredibus nostris, per servitia prsedicta in perpetuum, necne : et d ill i 
damnum vel praejudicium nostrum aut aliorum, tunc ad quod damnum^ et^ qnal 
praejudicium nostrum, et ad quod damnum, et quod prtejudicium aHomm, i 
quorum, et qualiter, et quo modo, et utrum maneria praedicta, cum pertinent 
teneantur de nobis in capite, sicut praedictum est, an de alio ; et si de nolns, tun 
per quod servitium, et qualiter, et quo modo; et si de alio, tunc de qtio, vd d 
quibus, et per quod servitium, et qualiter, et quo modo, et quantum yalesB 
per annum in omnibus exitibus, juxta verum valdrem eorundem, et si quae terii 
et tenementa praefatis Ricardo et Elizabethan remaneant ultra maneria praedieta^ 
ubi, et de quo, vel de quibus teneantur, utrum videlicet de nobis, an de alio, et i 
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A» Nobis, tunc per quod servitium, et qualiter, et quo modo, et si de alio, tunc 
de quo, vel de quibus, et per quod sen'itium, et qualiter, et quo modo, et 
fOWtom valeant per annum in omnibus exitibus. Et inquisitionem, inde dis- 
Imcte et aperte factam, nobis sub sigillo vestro et sigillis eorum, per quos 
fccta fuerit, sine dilatione mittatis et hoc breve. 

Teste me ipso apud Kenilworth, IX die Decembris^ anno regni nostri 
ficenmo. 

£Im dorso : per custodem sigilli.] 

[ OXONIA. 

Inquisitio capta coram Thoma de Harpeden, escaetore domini regis in comF' 

titibiis Wiltes, Southampton, Oxonise, Berks, Bedford, et Buckingham ; vicesimo 

ik Decembris, apud Bampton, anno regni regis Edwardi iilii regis Edwardi 

tieeiimo, per sacramentum Johannis Richeman, Henrici de Fifhide, Roberti 

ik Brittelee, Johannis Bremond, Johannis de Calveston, Johannis de Everestoke, 

jfeeholai F3rnh^ Johannis Bryn, Willielmi Dun, Johannis de Fernhull, Johannis 

le Lewe, Adam le Rok., Johannis Muscath, et Nicholai Bilon. Qui dicunt 

sacramentum suum, quod non est ad damnum nee praejudicium domini 

avt aliorum, licet dominus rex eoncedat Ricardo TaDebot, juniori, et £li- 

uxori ejus, quod ipsi de manerio de Bampton in comitatu Oxoniae, cmn. 

ntiisy feoffare possint Gilbertum Talbot et Thomam, fratrem ejus, habendo 

tnendo sibi et hasredibus suis, de domino rege et hseredibus suis, per servitia 

deMta et consueta, in perpetuum. Ita quod iidem Gilbertuset Thomas, 

inde plena et pacifica seisina, dare possint etconcedere manerium prae- 

cnm pertinentiis praefatis, Ricardo et Elizabethan, habendum et tenendum, 

et lueredibus de corporibus suis exeuntibus, de domino rege et hanredibus 

per servitia inde debita et consueta in perpetuum. Et si idem Ricardus 

EBzabetha obierint sine haerede de corporibus suis exeunte, tunc prasdictum 

IfciHiiinm^ cum pertinentiis, rectis haeredibus praedicti Ricardi remaneat tenen- 

kn de domino rege et haeredibus suis per servitia praedicta in perpetuum. 

Btoum etiam quod manerium de Bampton tenetur de domino rege in capite per 

iMHigiixm et fidelitatem, et per servitium unius feodi militis pro omni 



^Itkm dicunt quod praedictum manerium de Bampton valet per annum, in. 
nibiu exitibus, juxta verum valorem ejusdem, quadraginta libras. . Item 
nt quod nullae terrae seu tenementa remanent praefatis Ricardo et Elizabethae- 
keomitatu Oxoniae ultra manerium praedictum de Bampton. 
'I« et^us rd testimonium praedicti jurati sigilla sua apposuerunt* 



i IX. INQUISITION OF KING EDWARD III, DATED JAN. 26. 

A. D. 1329. 

BBg tlM Records in the Custody of the Master of the Rolls, pursuant to Stat. 1 and 2 Vict.,. 
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cap. 94, and p t t ie rved in the Tower of London, to wit, Inqnieltlon of the reign of King 
the Third, [let nn.] No. 37, it is thus conteined. 

Edwardui, Dei gratia rex Anglise, Dominus HibemiBe, et dux Aquit 
dilecto et fideli suo Simoni de Hereford ., escsetori suo ultra Trentam, sa 
Quia Robertus de Eleford, qui de nobis tenuit in capite, diem clausit 
mum, ut accepimus, vobis mandamus, quod omnes terras et tenementa, 6 
bus idem Robertus fUit seisitus, in dominico suo, ut de feodo, in balliva 
die quo obiit, sine dilatione capiatis in manum nostram, et ea salvo custodi 
atis, donee aliud inde praeceperimus. £t per sacramentumproborumetlej 
bominum de balliva vestra, per quos rei Veritas melius sciri poterit, diligen 
quiratis, quantum terre idem Robertus tenuit de nobis in capite in 1 
▼estra, die quo obiit, et quantum de aliis, et per quod servitium, et quantui 
ne illse valeant per annum in omnibus exitibus, et quis propinquior hserc 
fit, et cujus ffitatis. Et inquisitionem, inde distincte et aperte factam, nol 
sigillo vestro, et sigillis eorum per quos facta fuerit, sine dilatione mittatis, < 
breve. 

Teste me ipso apud Eborum, XXVI die Januarii, anno regni nosi 
cundo. 

[In dorso: Oxonia] 



OxONIA. 

Inquisitio capta coram Simone Bereforde, Escsetore domini regis citra 
tam, apud Elevorde, quartodecimo die Februarii, anno regni regis Edward! 
post conquestum secundo, juxta tenorem brevis domini regis huic Inqui 
consuti, per sacramentum Johannis de Carsewelle, Stephani de Crotebrugg, 
rici de Graftone, Jobannis de Erlestoke, Johannis de Stoke, Henrici de Fific 
bannisde FembuUe, Johannis Bicheman, Johannis Evermond, Adsele Park( 
cardi Stonhard, Johannis de Lyvorde, et Johannis de Lewe. Qui i 
quod Robertus de Elevorde obiit die Martis proxima ante festum Sane 
Fabiani et Sebastiani,sebitus in dominico 8Uo,ut de feodo de qmbusdam tenen 
cum pertinentiis, in Cote et Astone, in comitatu Oxonise, et est ibi unm 
suagium, quod valet per annum XX denarios. Item sunt ibidem 52 acr 
rse in dominico, quse valent per annum 8 solidos, 8 denarios, pretium a 
denarii. Item sunt ibidem 6 acrae prati, quae valent per annum 6 s< 
pretium acrae 12 denarii. Item sunt ibidem quinque Nativi, qui reddw 
annum 14 solidos, solvendos ad quatuor anni terminos, videlicet ad i 
Sancti Michaelis, Sancti Thomae apostoli, Annunciationis beatae Mariae, c 
tum Sancti Johannis Baptistae, per aequales portiones. Et opera eorundem 
vorum, ad prata falcanda et blada metenda, valent per annum 2 solid 
denarios. Item sunt ibidem tres Coterelli, qui reddunt per annum 6 f 
solvendos ad praedicta festa, per aequales portiones, Item dicant, quod 
dicta terrae et tenementa in Cote et Astone tenentur de domino rege in 
per servitium essendi cum arcu et sagittis, sine aliqua alia armatura, in 
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Art guerra domini regis, infra regnum suum, per quadraginta dies ad cos- 
tnm sEUum proprium. Item dicunt quod idem Robertus tenuit die supradicto 
in Lewe, in prsedicto comitatu Oxoniae, duos liberos tenentes, qui reddunt 
|er annum 8 solidos 9 denarioa solvendos ad festum Sancti Michselis 4 soli- 
k»f 9 denarios, et ad festum Annunciationis beatae Mariae Virginis 4 soli- 
losy pro omni servitio. Item sunt ibidem duo Nativi, qui reddunt per annum 
liolidosy solvendos ad festa Sancti Thomse Apostoli, Annunciationis beatse 
Mariae, et Sancti Jobannb Baptistae, per aequales portiones. £t opera eorun- 
fan duorum Nativorum, ad prata falcanda et blada metenda, valent 16 
lenaiios. 

Item dicunt quod praedicta terras et tenementa in Lewe tenentur de domino rege 
'h capite,per servitium portandi unum ostorium coram domino rege, quum domi- 
am rex voluerit,ad costus domini regis. Item dicunt, quod idem Robertus tenuit 
die supradicto, apud Elevorde, in praedicto comitatu Oxoniae, unum messuagium 
ana gardino, quae valent per annum 2 denarios. Item sunt ibidem acrae terrae 
ia domimco, quae valent per annum 6 solidos, 8 denarios, pretlum acrae 2 dena- 
xiL Item sunt ibidem sex acrae prati, quae valent per annum 6 solidos, pretium 
aene 12 denariL Item sunt ibidem tres Coterelli, qui reddunt per annum 4 soli- 
dos, 1 denarium, solvendos ad praedicta quatuor festa, per sequales portiones. 
Et opera eorundem, ad blada metenda, valent per annum 10 denarios. Item 
dicunt quod praedicta, terrae et tenementa, tenentur de Johanne de Grey, Roberto 
de Morbj, et Rolando de Hastings, per servitium 10 solidorum per annum. Item 
4ieimt quod Robertus de Elevorde, filius Roberti de Elevorde defuncti, est pro- 
ibqaior haeres ejus : et est aetatis viginti quinque annorum, et amplius. 
; ^In cujus rei testimonium praedicti jurati huic Inquisitioni sigilla sua apposue- 



Data die, anno, et loco, supradictis. 



X, GRANT OF FREE-WARREN TO RICHARD TALBOT, DATED 
14 EDWARD III, A. D. 1341, APRIL 10. 



the Records In the custody of the Master of the Rolls, piirsuant to Stat. 1 and 2 Vict., cap. 
Knd preserved in the Tower of London, to wit. Charter Roll of the 14th year of the reign of King 
tlie Third, No 37, it is thus contained. 

FRO RICARDO Rex eisdem, [archiepiscopis, episcopis, abbatibus, 
TALEBOr DE frioribus, comitibus, baronibus, iustitiariis, vicecomi- 
WARENNA. tibus, prjepositis, ministris et omnibus ballivis et 
hmelibus suis] salutem. Sciatis nos de gratia nostra speciali concessisse, et 
charta nostra confirmasse dilecto et fideli nostro Ricardo Talebot, quod ipse 
itkaeredes sui in perpetuum habeant liberam Warennam, in omnibus dominicis 
suis de Bampton, in comitatu Oxoniae, et Polycote iu comitatu Bucking- 
ac Godrych Castel in marchiis Waliiae, dum tamen terrae illae non sint 
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infra metas forestae nostrae. Ita quod nulliu intret terras illat' ad ftigandum in 
eis, vel ad aliquid capiendum, quod ad warennam pertineat, tine lieentia eC 
yoluntate ipsiui Ricardi, vel hseredum suorum, super forisfactumm nostram 
decern librarum. Quare volutnus &c. Dum tamen &c. Ita &c. His testibus, 
Venerabilibus Patribus J. Cantuariensi archiepiscopo, totius Angli» primate, 
R. Dunelmensi et S. Eliensi episcopis, Job' nne de Warenna comite Sunis^ 
Willielmo de Bohun comite Norhampton, Henrico de Percy, Johanne Daroy 
senescallo bospitii nostri, et aliis. 

Data per manum nostram apud Westmonasterinm, Xo die Aprilis. [Per 
breve de privato sigillo.] 



XL INQUISITION OF 30tb EDW. Ill, OCT. 30 AND NOV. 20, 
A. D. 1357. 

Among the Records in the custody of the Master of the Rolls, pursuant to Stat. 1 and 2 Viet. cap. M, 
and preserved in the Tower of London ; to wit, Inquisition of the SOth year of the reign of King Ed- 
ward the Third [1st nrs.] No. 51, it is thus contained : 

Edwardus, Dei gratia rex Anolia et Francia, et domihus Hibernije, di- 

LECTO SIBI JOHANNI LaUNDELS, ESCATORI SUO IN COMITATIBUS OxONIJE ET BeSKI., 

8ALUTEM. Quia Ricardus Talbot, qui de nobis tenuit in capite, diem clausit ex*' 
tremum, ut accepimns, tibi prsecipimus, quod omnes terras et tenements, de qid- 
bus idem Ricardus fuit seisitus, in dominico suo ut de feodo, in balliva toa, die 
quo obiit, sine dilatione capias in manum nostrum, et ea salvo custodiri facias, 
donee aliud inde prseceperimus. Et per sacramentum probomm et legalinm 
bominum de balliva tua, per quos rei Veritas melius sciri poterit, diligenter inqui* 
ras, quantum terrse idem Ricardus tenuit de nobis in capite, tarn in dominioa 
quam in servitio, in balliva tua, die quo obiit, et quantum de aliis, et per quod 
servitium, et quantum terras Dlse valeant per annum in omnibus exitibos, et qidi 
propinquior bseres ejus sit, et cujus sBtatis. Et Inquisitionem, inde distincte sC 
aperte factam, nobis sub sigillo tuo, et sigillis eorum per quoi facta fuerit, sine 
dilatione mittas et boc breve. 

Teste me ipso apud Westmonasterium, XXX die Ootobrisi anno regni net* 
tri Angliae tricesimo, regni vero nostri Franciae decimo septimo. Hack. 

[In dorso] 

Executio et responsio istius brevis patent in Inquisitione buie brevi eott- 
suta. 



Inquisitio facta apud Bampton coram Jobanne Laundels escaetore domini reg^ 
in comitatu Oxoniae vicesimo quinto die Novembris, anno regni regis Edwtfdi ' 
tertii a conquestu Angliae tricesimo, et Franciae decimo septimo, juxta tenorem 
brevis domini regis buic inquisitioni consuti, per sacramentum Radulpbi de Fre»: 
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tewelle, Johannis Car de , Johannis Crok., Laurentii de la Penne, Johannis de 

Stoke, ThoraaB Turfray, Johannis Bernard, Stacii Rokaille, Rogeri Blaket, 
Willielmi Malyn, Johannis Whytefeld, et Eliae atte Bolde. 

Qui DicuNT, per sacramentum suvim, quod Ricardus Talbot Chivaler non fuit 
seLsitus in dominico suo, ut de feodo, die quo obiit, de aliquibus terris seu tene- 
mentis in comitatu praedicto, eo quod praedictus Ricardus Talbot, per licentiam 
domini regis, concessit Thomje Talbot clerico, Johanni Carrew Chivaler et Johan> 
ni Laundels, sexto die Julii, anno regni praedicti regis AngKae vicesiino nono, 
maneriiim de Bampton cum pertinentiis in comitatu praedicto, habendum et ten- 
endum ad terminum vitae praedictorum Thomae Talbot, Johannis Carrew et Jo- 
kumis Lanndels de domino rege et hseredibus suis per servitia inde debita et 
consueta. Et dicunt quod praedictus Ricardus Talbot obiit XXlIIo die Octobris 
ultimo prsterito. Et dicunt quod Gilbertus Talbi)t filius ipsius Ricardi Talbot 
esthaeres ejus propinquior, aetatis XXHII annorum et amplius. 

In cujus rei testimonium praedicti jurati huic Inquisitioni sigilla sua apposue- 
mnt Data die, loco, et anno supradictis. 



XII. INQUISITION OF THE 36th OF EDW. Ill, NOV. 16, AND 
DEC. 21, A. D. 1362. 

>3ie Records in the custody of the Master of the Foils, pursuant to Stat. I and 2 Vict. 
Of. 94, and preserved in the Tower of London, to vrit, Inquisition of the 36th year of the reign 
tf King Efdwaid the Third, p, 2, [1st. nrs.] No. 54 (b) it is thus contained : 

Edwardus, Dei gratia Rex Anglias, dominus Hiberniae et Aquitanniae, dilecto 
tflu Johanni de Estbury Escaetori suo in comitatu Oxoniae, Salutem. Quia Tho- 
^M Talbot clericus, qui de nobis tenuit in capite, diem clausit extremum, ut ac- 
itepimuSy tibi praecipimus quod omnes terras et tenementa, de quibus idem Tho- 
ttas fuit seisitus in dominico suo, ut de feodo, in balliva tuai, die quo obiit, sine 
^fiUtione capias in manum nostram, et ea salvo custodiri facias, donee aliud inde 
fneceperimus. £t per sacramentum proborum et legalium hominum de balliva 
tot, per quos rei Veritas melius sciri poterit, diligenter inquiras quantum terrae 
iiem Thomas, tenuit de nobis in capite, tam in dominico quam in servitio, in 
Iktlliva tua, die quo obiit, et quantum de aiiis, et per quod servitium, et quan- 
ilmn terrse illae valeant per annum, in omnibus exitibus, et quo die idem Tho- 
,Bas obiit, «t quis propinquior hasres ejus sit, et cujus aetatis. Et Inquisiti- 
ymeia, inde distincte et aperte factam, nobis sub sigillo tuo, et sigillis eorum, 
ber quos ffacta] fuerit, sine dilatione mittas, et hoc breve. 

Tente me ipso apud Westmonasterium XVI die Novembris, anno regni iio«« 
Id tricesimo sexto. Burst all. 

[In dorso] 

Ego Johannes de Estbury, Escaetor domini regis in comitatu Oxoniae, ad 
breve vobis respondeo, prout patet in Inquisitione huic consuta. 

4 
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OXONIA. 

Inquisitio facta apud Bampton ii comitatu Oxontse, XXI die Decembr 

anno regni regis Edwardi Tertii post conquestum triccsiino sexto, coram Johtni 

dc Estbury, Escaetore domini regis ii) comitatu prsedicto, virtute cujusdam br 

vis dicti domini regis, eidem Escaetori directi, et huic Inquisition) consuti, p 

sacraraentum Jobannis Stokes, Johannis Chaumberleyn, Tbomae Batyn, Jobanr 

FembuU, Walteri Crok, Willielmi Lomenour, Jobannis Cbild, Johannis Frema 

Job. Moschet, Jobannis Lokyere, Ricardi atte Dicb, et Job. Deighe. Qui dicur 

quod Thomas Talbot, clericus, defunctus, non tenuit aliqua, terras seu tenement 

in dominico suo, ut de feodo, de domino rege in capite, nee de aliis, in comita' 

prsdicto, die quo obiit. Sed dicunt quod idem Thomas tenuit ad terminum vit 

suae, die quo obiit, nuper conjunctim feoffatus cum Jobanne de Carreu et Johani 

Laimdels, defunctis, ex dimissione Ricardi Talbot militis, defuncti, de hsredita 

Gilberti Talbot, filii praedicti Ricardi, adhuc superstitis, manerium de Bamptoi 

cum pertinentiis in eodem comitatu de domino rege in capite, per scrvitium unii 

feodi militis, delicentia domini regis per chartam suam. In quo quidem manerj 

sunt diversa edificia, quae nihil valent per annum ultra reprisas domorum. Ei 

ibidem unum gardinum, quod valet per annum II solidos, et unam columbai 

quod valet per annum II solidos. Sunt ibidem tres carucatae terrae, continent! 

in se CXCVI acras, unde duae partes possunt quolibet anno seminari, et val< 

acra, quando seminatur, per annum IV denarios, et tertia pars nihil valet, qui 

jacet ad Warectum, et in communi, et ibidem LX acrae prati separalis/ a fest 

Purificationis beatae Mariae usque faenum inde levatnm, et postea in communi 

et valet acra XII dennrios per annum, et unum molendinum aquaticum, own 

valet per annum XX solidos, et ibidem quaedam pastura separalis, a fesft 

Annunciatiouis beatae Mariae usque festum Sancti Michae'.is, quae valet per idea 

tempus XIII solidos, IV denarios ; et postea nihil valet, quia jacet in commiwl 

et ibidem quidam reditus gallorum et gallinarum vocatus Churshet, qui valet pa 

annum VI solidos, VIII denarios, solvendos ad festum Sancti Martini ; et ibklea 

quidam reditus XL solidorum vocatus Candelmassyeve solvendus ad festum fw 

rificationis beatae Mariae, et ibidem quidam reditus V solidorum, vocatui hrt> 

peny, solvendus ad festum Pentecostes. Et sunt ibidem diversi tenentes quoma 

reditus et servitia valent per annum XXVI libras II solidos, solvendi inde ad festm 

Sancti Thomae Apostoli LXXI solidi, ad festum Annunciationis Beatae Maris Ff 

librae, XIII solidi, IV denarii, ad festum natalis beati Johannis Baptistse VI libn^ 

XVII denarii, et ad festum Sancti Michaelis, XI librae, VIII denarii. ETvirai 

franci plegii ibidem, ad terminob de Hockeday et Sancti Michaelis, valet C solidoij 

Et placita et perquisita hundredi, halmotae, tolneti, et mercati ibidem valent pi| 

annum XXXIII solidos, IV denarios. Et dicunt quod reversio dicti manerii dij 

Bampton spectat ad praefatum Gilbertum Talbot, filium et haeredem prsfti 

Ricardi Talbot defuncti, adhuc superstitem, et haeredes suos; qui quidem Gw 

bertus est aetatis XXVIII annorum et amplius. Et dicunt quod praedictus Tho] 

mas obiit X I Vo die Octobris ultimo praeterito, et quod dictus GilbertUg, filios d 

haercs prsefati Ricardi Talbot,fil!i ct hapredis Gilberti Talbot, fratris pr»dicti Thonuj 
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defuncti, est haeres ejusdem Tliomse propinquior, et plense setatis, ut praedictum est. 

In cujus rei testimonium, prsedicti jurati huic Inquisitioni sigilla sua appo- 
merunt. 

Data loco, die, et anno, supradictis. 



XIII. INQUISITION OF THE 4l8t OF EDW. Ill, MAY 16, AND 
OCT. 5, A. D. 1367. 

Among the Records in the Custody of the Master of the Rolls, pursuant to Stat. 1 and 2 Vict., cap. 
M, and preserved in the Tower of London, to wit, Inquisition of the 4Ist year of the reign of King Ed- 
"vaid the Third, (2nd nrs) No I, it is thus contained : 

Edwardus, Dei gratia Rex Angliae, dominus Hibemise et Aquitanise, dilecto 
libi Johanni de Evesham, Escaetori suo in comitatu Oxonise, Salutem. Frstci- 
Mmvs t:bi quod, per sacramentum proborum et legalium hominum de balliva 
JbUy per quos rei Veritas melius sciri poterit, diligenter inquiras, si sit ad dam- 
nm vel praejudicium nostrum aut aliorum si concedamus Edmundo de Elford^ 
'.faod ipse quinque messuagia et quatuor virgatas terrae, cum pertinentiis, in 
Jkitone, juxta Bampton, et Lewe, quae de Roberto de Elford, qui ilia de nobis 
tenuit in capite, ut dicitur, eidem Edmundo ad vitam suam adquisivit, licentia 
Aostra super hoc non obtenta, retinere possit et habere, ad totam vitam suam 
.je nobis et haeredibus nostris, per servitia inde debita et consueta, iiecne : et 
^tf sit ad damnum vel praejudicium nostrum, aut aliorum, tunc ad quod damnum, 
ttquod praejudicium nostrum, et ad quod damnum, et quod praejudicium alio- 
mm, et quorum, et qualiter, et quo modo. Et, si messuagia et terra praedicta, 
jteneantUT de nobis in capite, ut praedictum est, an de alio ; et si de nobis, tunc 
per qvod servitium, et qualiter, et quo modo ; et si de alio, tunc de quo, vel de 
fDibus, et per quod servitium, et qualiter, et quo modo, et quantum messuagia 
^ terra praedicta valeant per annum, in omnibus exitibus, juxta verum valorem 
Mfmndem. Ex si quae terrae et tenementa eidem Edmundo remaneant, ultra 
fliessuagia et terram praedicta, tunc quae terrae et quae tenementa, et ubi, et de 
foo, vel ds quibus teneantur, utrum videlicet de nobis, an de alio, et si de nobis,. 
tmie per quod servitium, et qualiter, et quo modo ; et si de alio, tunc de quo,. 
'▼d de quibus, et per quod servitium, et qualiter, et quo modo, et quantum va- 
.letnt per annum in omnibus exitibus. Et Inquisitionem, inde distincte et aperte 
l&ctam, nobis, in Cancellariam Nostram, sub sigillo tuo et sigillis eorum per 
.41106 facta fuerit, sine dilatione mittas, et hoc breve. 

^ Teste me ipso apud Westmonasterium, XVI die Maii, anno regni nostri qua- 
Ldnigesimo primo. Folkyngh. 

i 

t Inquisitio facta apud Wytteneye, in comitatu Oxoniap, quinto die Octobris^ 
tanno regni Regis Edwardi Tertii post Conquestum quadragesimo primo, coran¥ 
iJahanne do Evesham, Escaetore domini re^h in c»»mitatu praedicto, virtutr 
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brevin dicti dumiiii rogiit cidem eKcaetori directi, et prssentibiu convutii per 
Hacraincntiiin Johnnnin dc StokcH, Thoinie GuHtard, Willielmi Haddon, Thome 
Bntyn, (lenrici Torpbcray, Willieliiii Somcnour, Jnhannis Pece, Johannii 
Greyndere, Johaimis Freinan, Willielmi Cok, Johannif Nel, et Thonue Taillcmrt 
oneratoruin et juratoruin Huper articuli.% in dicto brevi contcntiH. Qui dicumTi 
per Hacramcntuni Huuin, (}uod not) est ad damnum nee praejudicium domini regk 
8CU alioruin, licet «lon)inuH rex concedat Kdmundo de Kleford, quod ipie quinqiie 
mPHSuagia et quatuor virgatait terrse cum pcrtinentitii, in Astone, juxta Bampton, 
et Lcwc, qutc de Ilobcrto de Kleford qui ilia de domino rege tenuit in capite, 
eidem Kdmundo, ad vitam Auam ad(|uiHivit, licnntia domini regif luper hoc non 
obtenta, retinere possit et habere, ad totam vitam suam, dc domino rege et hsere- 
dibus suifl, per servitia indc debita et consueta. Et dicunt quod dictce, trui niM* 
Huagia ot trcs virga^ae terrae, cum pertinentiis de prsdictLi quinque meftuagtii 
IV virgatif terra* sunt in Astone, juxta Bampton, et tenentur de domino 
rege in capite, per servitium, ad inveniendum unum honiinem, cum arcu et Mgi(> 
tis, per quadraginta dies, in exercitu suo, in Anglia, et Wallia, tempore guerro 
sumptibus suis propriis. Kt dicunt quod dictte 11 messuagia et III virgatae ter- 
ra? valent per annum, in omnibus exitibus suis, XXX solidos. Et dicunt, qttod 
duo messuagia et una virgata terraE* sunt in Lewe et tenentur de domino rege iti 
capite, per servitium ad portandum unum falconem lanearium domini regis. Et 
dicunt quod dicta messuagia et terrai* in Lewe valent per annum, in omnibiu 
exitibus, juxta verum valorem eorundem III solidos IV denarios. 

Item dicunt quod remaneat eidem Edmundo, ultra messuagia et terram pra»- ' 
dicta, unum messuagium et dimidia virgata terrae, cum pertinentiis, inEle- 
ford, quae tenentur de Johanne Orey milite, ut de minerio suo de Herdwyk, 
per servitium annui reditus II solidorum. Et dicunt quod dictae messuagia et 
terrae valent per annum, ultia reprisas, II solidos. Item dicunt, quod dictui 
Edmundus tenet unam virgatam et dimidiam terrae arabilis, cum pertineiitiiiy IB 
villa de Stanlake, quae tenentur de feodo Aumarle, per servitium militare. Et 
quod dictae terra* valent per annum in omnibus exitibus, j uxta verum valorem 
eorundem, VI solidos, VIII denarios. 

In cujus rei testimonium sigilla praedictorum juratorum praesentibus rant ^ 
pensa. 

Data loco, die, et anno supradictis. 



XIV. EXTJIACT FROM HENRY VIII'S GRANT OF THE LANDS 

OF ENSHAM AHBEY TO EDWARD NORTH. 

A. I). 1513. 

1 liiH grant is printed entire, tof^etlicr with the value of all the lands mentioned therein, in Dvfdtl^ 
MonaMticon Anglicanum, Vol. Ill, p. 27, from MS. Cotton. Nero C ix, fol. 108. 

Rkx om.nibuh &c. Sciatis quod nos, in consideratione veri, fidelif, et accept*- 
bilis servitii dilecti srrvientis nostri Edwardi Northe militis, thefaurarii com 
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Bostrae aagmentationum reventionum coronse nostrae nobis ante hac multipliciter 
impensi, de gratia nostra speciali ac ex certa scientia et mero motu nostris, de- 
dimus et concessimus, ac per prsesentes damus et concedimus prsefato Edwardo 
N(Nrthe totum dominium et situm nuper monasterii de £}mesham, alias dicti £n- 

diam &c maneria nostra de ShyfTorde, Bampton pro praedic- 

to manerio de Sh3rfford et casteris prsemissis cum suis pertinenttia in ShyfTord et 

Bampton praedict &c. 

Teste rege apud Terlynge, XVI I lo die Julii, anno regis Henrici octavi 
XXXVo. 

Manerium de Sbefforde valet in Redd, assis. tam librorum et custum tenen. in 
Shefforde^ Cote, Aston, Ducklington, et Stanlake, quam firm, scitus manerii cum 
tair. dominical, eidem pertin. modo dimiss. cuidam Stokes per indentur. pro ter- 
uno annorum, necnon in profic. et perquis. cur. ibidem communibus annis XX 

niLi. xis. xid. 

Mig. et repris. Annual. Xma domino regi reservat. per annum, XLVs. lid. 
Etsic yalet clar. per ani^um, XX III XX Id. 



XV. A CATALOGUE OF NATURAL AND ARTIFICIAL CURIOSITIES, 
WITHIN THE COUNTY OF OXFORD. 

[From an antique MS. in the Landsdowne Collection [No. 905, £, 41.] in the British Museum. This 
Document appears, flrom the orthography and style of penmanship, to be as ancient as the begin. 
of the 17th Century.] 

IN THE HEAVENS AND AIR. 
Two spurious Suns near tbe true one sun about three years since at En- 



The tempest called Prester, happened near Oxon, Anno 1666. 
An Echo repeating 10 words distinctly in Woodstock Park. 

Waters. . 
Sulphureous, at Dedington and at Brule. 
Chaltbeat, but weak, at Shipton Under Which wood. 
Waters, that take not soap, or will brew, at Thame. 
Waters tasting like Milk, at Wardington. % 

A spring that breaks forth but now and then, at Assenton. 
Petrifying Waters, at North Assheton, Burton le Tham, Somerton. 
A salt spring at Clifton, near Dedington. 

Fountains remarquably cold in summer and hot in winter, the former at Roll- 
rngtan, the latter at Shottover Forest. 
A small cataract at Somerton. 

5 
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RiTuli fubterranei, at Heddington, Shoitover Foseit. 
f Water-works at Enghton, and Hanwell. 1 

Earths, Sands, Clats, &c. [ 

Bituminous Earths or Peats at Burton Letham, Thame, Cowley. ! 

Earth for Fuller's use, Stanton-Harcourt. i* 

A sorte of marie at Merton. I 

Earth for Potter's use (but not very good) at Marsh Balden and Nuneham 1 
Courtney. 
Tobacco Pipe Gay at Shottover Forest 

An anonymous very white Earth like crude Alabasters, at Wynton. 
Which-earth, at Thame, Waterperry, Adwell. 
G3rpsum nativum (ut puto) Plinii, at Milton, Great Teu, Stansfield. 
An aluminous Earth, at Ducklington. 
Stone-yellow and Clay-yellow oker, at Shottover Forest. 
A coarser sort of yellow oker at Garsington. 
Another yellow oker, at Ducklington. 
Clay mixt with a shining Grit, at Hampton-Gay. 
A course dark Umber, at Bladen. 
A light and finer Umber at Waterperry. 
A white fine Sand, at Finstork. 

A sort of Sand, sold by Retaile at 20 sh : per Bushel, at Kingham. 
Good Coal, but the bedds not above 4 or 6 inches thicke at Kidlington. 
Lignum fossile, at Ducklington, Wooton. 
Damps of the earth very mortall, at North Leigh. 

A considerable prospect from Hill, a mile North East of Wynton^ where 10 
mercat-towns may be seen in a clear day. 
Cave in the earth, called Ainket-hole, near Combury. 

Stones. 
Free Stones, at Combury-Park, Heddington, Wynton. 
Slap-stones for mounds, Bradwelle. 
Slat-stone, for covering Houses, Stansfield. 
Best fire-and weother -stone at Wynton and Hometon. 
Grave stones. Ibid. 
Ragg-stones at Chaileton. 
Raggit, at Whitefield, Stoke-Talmage. 
Marble, at Bleckington. 
Mill stones for the Oil Mills, Ibid. 
The Golden Pyrites, at Cleydon; Silver at Clifton. 
A sorte of Iron-stone, at Th^me. * 
Fluores, spars, in allmost every quarry. 
Lapis (ut puto) calaminaris, at Fyfield. 
A sort of Iron-stone, at Thame. 

Globuli coloris ferrei, ponderosi, — ^laeves, granulati, at ComwelL 
Lapis Sardii, at Dorchester, 
Litho}[|^um, Nuneham Courtney. 
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Transparent peUes, at Ridlington. 

FOEMED STONES. 

To ye likenes of Cockles, Glympton, Wynton : 03r8ter8, Oxford : Muscles, Alker- 
ton. 
Asterift) at Claydon, Svrerfond. 
Astcoites at Heddington, Steeple-Burton. 
Ophlomorpliites, at Sandford, Cuddesden, Thame. 
CocUeomorphites at Adderbury, Lan^ey. 
Ostreomorphites, at Shottover forest. 
Hippocephaloides, at Heddington. 
Schelites, at Shottover. 
Dyorcbis^ at Shottover. 
Triorclus, Ibid. 

Bucharditesreticulati, at Shetford. 
Buckardites costati, at Bridge-Norton. 
Comu Ammonis, Ozon. 
Otites, Heddington, Sommerton. 
Echinites primi Aldrovandi, at Ck>wley. 
Echinites magni Aldrovandi, at Tangley, Fulbrook, Burford. 
Lapis Judaicus faemineus, at Heddington. 
Stfdagmites, at Thame, Kirkelington. 
Rsolithes, at Rey-brooke. 
Fungites, at Heddington. 
Lapides, in quibus aves eff igiatee, at Wardington. 
Lapis MamiUaris, at Lewkner. 

Belemnites, colore cinereo, Deddington ; cseruleo, Great Rowlright. 
Lapis acetabulum referens, at Lewkner. 
Ossa humana petrificata, at Comwell. 
Sflex margam continens, Lewkner. 
Lapis specularis, Rhomboides, at Heddington. 

Stone sealed like a Sigle, found in tho middle of a block of coal, at Comwell. 
Ophtbalmites, at Oxon. 
Lapidis Lyncurii species, at St. Clement's. 

Trees and Plants, not known before at thb Physic-Gaeden. 

A Hawthorn, with white Berrys, at Bampton. 

A sort of Elme, with very narrow leaves, at Hanwell. 

The hundred Pound peare, at Stanlake. 

The peare of Paradise, at Latchford. 

— Both these bear twice per Annum. 

Helleborine angusti-folior montana, flore nonnihil candicante, at Lewkner. 

Triticum caule rubro, at Sydenham. 

Mixt Lammas Wheat, at Crowell. 

Triticum bispicatum : Hordeum hixsicatum at Fulbrooke. 

Hordeum prsecox, at Gaunt-house in North-moore. 
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^ Other trees and plants, mot ordinary, found in the 

county of oxon. 

A great spreading Oake, from bough's end to bough's end 108 feet, in circui 
rence 324, at Rycot. 

Another Oake, from bough's end to bough's end 81 feet, in circumfer 
243, at Nuneham Courtney. 

A great old Elme, in Magdalen College Grove, barked quite round for n 
years, yet lives. 

An Oake, that fore^els the birth of the next heire, and death of the pre 
possessor, of Ricot, in the Park. 

Fraxinus eleganter contorta, at Bisseten. 

Other Ash- trees remarkable in their growth, Ibid. 

Unusual grains sowne in Oxfordshire. 

1. Carthanus, or Bastard-Saffron, commonly called the Scarlet-Floweb 
North-Ashton. 

2. Ray-Grass sowne with good success, about Kidlington and Islip. 

3. Ditto, a good improvement of light stone brush-land, at Steeple-Barto 
alibi. 

4. Carraways, sowne with good success, about Bampton and Clanfield, 
one pound of theis equalls two from London in value. 

Animals, with things on usual [unusual] attending them. 

Ludovicus's Bees, at C. C. C, Oxon. 

A water-insect, bred within a stone, called a stone-caddi, at Com well. 

Upupa, the whooping bird, at Forrest-Hill, Cassington. 

No Snakes ever seen in Oxfordshire, North of Woodstock.* 

A white Linnet, at Deddington. 

A sort of Chub, peculiar to the river Evenlode, exceeding, at least equal 
the Pearch and Tench in goodness, at Shipton Under Whichwood. 

Fossile Eeles, at Eynsham. 

Fresh-water Muscles, much bigger than the sea ones, at Shottover Fot 
Bradwell, Stanton St. John's. 

A Hog, almost 13 hands high, at Upper Tadmerton. 

A monstrous Greyhound, begotten between an Irish Greyhound and an Eng 
Mastiff, fat Sir Timothy Tyrrel's. 

Three horses, each at least 40 years old, at Ashton Rowant, Sherbom, Si 
dem. 

A woman of 60 years old brought to bed of a son, both now living at SI 
ford. 

Richard Clifford, late of RoUcot the oldest man I have yet heard of in ( 
county, viz. 114 years old. 

Mr. Evans, Rector of Heath, had a stone grow under his tongue that almost 
prived him of his speech, which he drew forth with his owne hand. 



* An ArgomeRt this tlutt the climate is cold, dsmp, and banen. 
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rd Hastings of Newton, with Origen, hath made himself an Eunuch, for 

dom of heaven, and is now living. 

hold their Common at Ensham by drawing a load of wood to the Abbey, 

I's hands on Whitsunday. 

amilies of ye Lord Norris of Ricot, and of one Mr. Wood of Bampton, 

ertain premonition before their deaths, the one by the Oake aforesaid, the 

a violent knocking. 

of men preserved from putrefaction by extreame moisture, Wendlesbury. 

Things of art. 
at flores of timber at the Theater,— Stone at Queen's College. 
>ofs of Merton College Treasury ,'and a Chappell at Norwigh, remarkable, 
chin within a Chimney,or rather a Kitchen without a Chimney, at Stan- 
lourt. 

1, that grinds apples for cider, and wheat to flour, while it sifts at the 
ie into 4 different finenesses : Oates, which it cutts from ye huske and 
i from the Chaffe, into pure Oat-meal ; Lastly, it grinds mustard. All 
re performed with one horse, together or severally, as desired, at Lugmore 
e?) 

[1, that grinds com, cutts stones, and bores Guns, altogether or severally, 
ell. • 

,'tt, that certainly catches all the fishes that swim within such a 
, at Hanwell. 
genious Roll, for land that is light and subject to couch-grass, at 

:k that goes by water at Hanwell. 

Ik, so ingeniously contrived, that standing in the middle, no eye can 
but it is perfectly streight, but removing to either end, it appears, on the 
, so strangely crooked, that the eye cannot reach much above half the 
Lugmore. 

ist, or Mault-Roller of stone, first invented by Valentine Stronge, secure 
i danger of fire, and drying quicker, better, and with lesser charge than 
it Wynton and Holwell. 

igenious Hook, made to lift barrels by the help of a screw within a box, 
and without the least jogg, that the beere may be drawne presently after 
;, at Stanton-Harcourt, Shipton Underwood. 

k, soe open, so well contrived, that they cannot spoil one straw, at Lug- 
ills for brewing made of stone, at Wjmton. 

genious contrivance to prevent great stacks of hay, Saint-foyne &c. from 
t Lugmore. 
glasses made at Henley. 

Antiquities, 
and Danish Fortifications at Bladen, Tadmerton, Lineham, Idbury, 
n, Shipton-under Wichwood. 
n Barrows, at Fritwell, Stanton Harcourt. 
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Ancient ways, Akemann Stret going through Fritwell, and the Portway thr< 
Soldern. 

llie Fosse-way, yet to he seen near Bradwell Grove. 

Pavimentum Psnicum sive Mosaicum — Asaraton GrsBCorum — Lithosti 
Plinii. — ploughed up at Great-Tew. 

Rowl-right Stones. 

The great Stones in Stanton Harcourt field. 

The vaults and passages under ground at Woodstock and Blozham. 

The font of Saint Edward at Kiddington. 

An arrow or dart of an antique forme, plowed up at Steeple-Barton. 

A Stone, found in Sir Thomas Spencer's Garden, with China or Runic cht 
ters. 

An ancient image of hrass of Our Saviour, plowed up at Hampton-Gay. 

An ancient Vane taken up at Wendlehury. 

Ancient Roman and English money at Aston Rowant, Wynton, Burford, S 
ton Audley, Swerford, Chipping Norton. 



INQUISITION CONCERNING ROBERT VEYSEY'S BEQUEST 1 
FOUND BAMPTON GRAMMAR-SCHOOL, JAN. 12, 1637. 

OxoN. An inquisition indented taken at the city of Oxon the 12th da 
January in the 13th year of the reign of our sovereign lord Charles hy the ^ 
of God king of England, Scotland, France and Ireland, Defender of 
faith, &c. 

Before Richard Bayley D. D., vicechancellor of the University of C 
Henry Southam Esq., mayor of the city of Oxford, John Prideaux, D. 
Richard Zouche, doctor of law, chancellor to the hishop of Oxford, and . 
Whistler, esq., hy virtue of his majesty's commission under the great se 
England, to them and others directed to enquire for the due execution o: 
statute made in the parliament holden at Westminster the 27th day of Oct 
in the 43rd year of our late sovereign lady Queen Elizaheth, entitled an 
to redress the misemploy ment of lands, goods and stock of money heret 
given to charitable uses, by the oaths of Thomas Speede, Anthony Edw 
William Warland, Richard Willimott, Nicholas Redhead, Edward West, 
Collens, *Villiam Spencer, Thomas May, Robert Wheeler, Richard Farr, J 
Yates and Robert Nicholas, good and lawful men of the county aforesaid, 
say upon their oaths that Robert Veysey the elder, late of Chimney, ii 
county of Oxon, gent., deceased, by his last will and testament, bearing 
the first day of July, in the 11th year of the reign of our Sovereign lord 
Charles that now is, amongst other things did publish and declare his will t 
and did thereby give and bequeath, to and for the freeschool to be founded 
erected in Bampton, the sum of £ 100 for and towards the building thereof 
ashleane worke, and did also give £ 200 more to be disposed as his execi 
Mr. William Hodges, Mr. John Palmer, and three others of the sufficients m 
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Bampton thould think fit concerning the same school with some protrature at 
die upper end of the same. And the said Rohert Veysey, hy the. same will, did 
make, nominate and appoint his nephew William Veysey of Bampton in the 
wnnty of Oxon, clothier, his full and whole executor of that his last will and testa- 

^1, only in hope, trust, and confidence for the true payment of all his dehts and 
cies and to he accountable thereof to his overseers monthly, as hy the said 
\ut will and testament appeareth. And the said jurors further say that the said 
lobert Veysey afterwards, that is to say the 11th day of July, in the year of our 
Loid God 1635, died leaving sufficient assets to pay all his dehts and legacies. 
And the said William Veysey did take upon him the burden of the said executorship, 
ind proved his said will in due form of law. And that the said £ 300, or any part 
ftereof, sithence the death of the said Rohert Veysey, hath not been employed 
vpaid by the said William Veysey the executor, as by the said will the same is 
Inited aud appointed to be employed and paid. 
OxoN. Orders and decrees made at the city of Oxon in the county of Oxon 
le 12th day of Jan. in the 13th year of the reign of our sovereign lord Charles, 
\ff the grace of God king of England, Scotland, France and Ireland, Defender of 
fte fiuth, &c. By Rich. Bayley D. D., vicechancellor of the University of Oxon, 
Bemy Southam Esq. mayor of the city of Oxon, John Prideaux, D. D„ Richard 
&nche. Doctor of Law, Chancellor to the bishop of Oxford, John Whistler esq. 
If virtue of his majesty's commission under the great seal of England, bearing 
irte the 23rd day of March in the 12th year of the reign of our sovereign lord 
ies to them and others directed for the execution of the statute made in the 
court of parliament holden at Westminster the 27th day of October in the 
year of the reign of our late sovereign lady Queen Elizabeth, intituled an 
'Act to redress the misemployment of land, goods and stock of money given to 
[table uses and as concerning the £ 300 given by the late will and testa- 
of Robert Veysey towards the erecting and endowing of a free-school in 
n the said commissioners do order, adjudge and decree that William Vey- 
Ike executor of the said Robert shall forthwith pay into the hands of John 
of Bampton aforesaid the said £ 300 with interest thereof from the 
of the decease of the said Robert Veysey after the rate of £ 5 in the hundred 
the time of decease of the said Robert, until the said money shall be paid 
be employed toward the erecting and endowing of a free-school in such 
nner as by the said will is directed. 

And they do further order and decree that William Hodges of Bampton aforesaid 

jtk, William Veysey, John Palmer, Edwad Carter, Thomas Willear, and Will. 

sks, or the major part of them, and in case there shall be equality of voices, 

that part, on which the said William Veysey shall give his voice or suffrage, 

9 i kU have the placing and election of the first school-master there, and that the 

Aosl-master of the said school shall from time to time be elected chosen and 

^ iited and upon just cause amoved by the three vicars of the said parish for the 

being and the heir of the said Robert Veysey or the major part of them that 

be present after sufficient warning of such visitation, new election or nomi- 

^^ and in case there shall be difference, in opinion in such their visitation, nomi- 



i 
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iitttiofi, election or ainoval of any Nclioohnanter, then that opiniun or nuttngB 
•hall )>e followed, unto which the major part of them f hall give their voice*. And 
in case there ihall be equality of voiceti then tluit part or vide, unto which ih$ 
heir of the iaid Robert Veyiey ihall give hi» voice or Muffrage, nhall be taken and 
pursued. And do further order and decree that the land* that shall be purchased 
for the endowment and maintainance of the schoolmaster there shall be purchati 
•d in the name of William Veysey the executor, Sir Thomas Wbord, kni(^tj 
William Hodges, Robert Veysey the younger, John Palmer, Henry Medhfipp^ 
Rich. Keene, Henry Coxeter, Thomas Willier, William Hanks, William Wise 
and John Trinder. And tbat as often as all the said feoffees sliall be dea4 
except four surviving feoffees then those feoffees shall convey the said lanji 
so purchased for the said school and other endowments of the said school iin- 
to eight or more of the most substantial persons of the said parish to be no 
minated and elected in such sort, manner or form as the said schoolmaster k 
appointed to be elected, so tliat those that shall be of the name of the uU 
Robert Veysey be chiefly preferred in that nomination. 



XV 11. GRANT FROM TRUSTEES FOR THE SALE OF CHURCH- 
LANDS TO Mas. JANE HANCKS, OF A MCIETY OF BAMl'TON 
DEANERY IN OXFORDSHIRE. 

Skptuaoksima octava pars claus. Anno Domini 1650. 

THIS INDENTURE made the nine and twentieth day 
WOLL ASTON MIL. of September, in the yeare of our Lord Ood, accordinf 

ET HANCKS to the computation o( the Church of England, one tbott* 

14 sand six hundred and iiftie, BETWEEN Sir Jok 

Wollaston Knight, Robert Titchbome, Thomas Nod^ 
Marke Hildesley, Stephen Estwicke, William Hobson, Thomas Arnold, Ow« 
Roe, George Langham, John Stone, John White, William Wyberd, Daaidl 
Taylor, William Rolfe and Rowland Wilson, esquires, being by two seveni 
Acts of this present Parliament, the one intituled " An Act of the ComnuNM 
of England in Parliament assembled for thj abolishing ofDeanes, Deanesand 
Chapters, Cannons, Pntbcnds, and other offices and tytles of or belonghig to to) 
Cathedrall or Collegiate-Church or Chappell within England and Wales," 
and tlie other intituled ** An Act with further instructions to the Trustesii 
Contractors, Treasurers and Registers for the sale of the lands and poisesiiM 
of the late Deans, Sub-deans, Deanes and Chapters, &c. and for the bettn 
and more speedy execution of the former Acts, Ordinances and Instruction 
made concerning the same persons trusted for the conveying of such of A( 
lands and possessions of the said late Deanes, Deanes and Chapters, CanoM 
Prebends, and other persons named in the said Acts, as by the same Aet 
respectively are vested and settled in the said Trustees aTid theire heires if 
such sort as in the said Acts respectively is mentioned, of the one part, ad 



APPENDIX^ XO XVII. 31 

f Taticket of Bamp. in the co. of Oxen, widowe, of the other part — WITNESS- 
tliattheMidStrJohnWollaatoii,[llrc.asbefinre] in obedience to the said Acts 
ctirely, and hy virtue thereof and in execution of the powers and trusts there- 
spectively committed to them, and at the desire and by the warrant of Sir 
ira Roberto, knight, Clement Oxenbridge, Robert Smith, Robert Fenwicke, 
^ward Cresset, esquires, who, together with ethers named in the said Act 
ibfefore first mentioned, or any five or more of them, are by the said Acts, 
e of them, authorised to treat, contract and agree for the sale of the said 
and possessions, in such sort as in the said Acto respectively is mentioned 
3 consideration of the summe of eight hundred sixtie nine pounds six shil- 
and six pence, of lawfull money of England, the first moietie whereof, be- 
mr hundred thirtie-fower pounds, thirteene shillings and three pence, the 
rhomas Noell and William Hobson, two of the Treasurers in that behalf, ap- 
*d by the said first mentioned Act, have by writing under theire hands, bear- 
ite the eight and twentieth day of this present moneth of September, nowe 
iced by the said Jane Hancks and remajrning with her, certifyed to be payd 
atisfyed in such sort as by the same writing appeares ; and the second moye- 
n-eof is to be paid or secured by the said Jane Hancks, according to the 
act certifyed to the said Trustees by the said Contractors to have bene made 
is purcliase have graunted,aliened, bargained and sold, and by theise presente 
aunt, alien, bargaine and sell unto the said Jane Hancks her h. and a. 
THAT the moietie or halfendeale of a certain Messuage or Tenement, o£ 
ose of ground thereunto adjoining, and of one yard-land and an halfe of 
* land thereunto belonging, with their and every of theire appurtenances, 
ning by estimation twentie acres more or lesse, now or late in the tenure or 
ation of Thomas Collingwood, his Assignee or Assigns, SITUATE, lying, 
eing within the Mannor of Bampton, in the countie of Oxon, and all that 
ther moietie of one Messuage or tenement, of one close of pasture- 
d thereunto adjoyning, and of one yard land and an halfe of arable land 
nto belonging, with theire and everie of theire appurtenances, contejming 
imation twentie acres, more or lesse, nowe or late in the ocupation of Phil- 
»llingwood, his Assignee or Assignes, situate, lying and being within the 
lanor of Bampton ; and ALL THOSE SEVERAL COPPIEHOLD TENE- 
TS, as they are now divided, with theire and everie of their appurtenances, 
1 of the said manor of Bampton in the said Co. of Oxon, (that is to say) 
at Messuage or tenement, with the appurtenances, and all that garden and 
ird land thereunto belonging, with the appurts. lying and being in Bamp- 
oresaid, conteyning by estimation 20 acres, more or less, now or late in 
lure or occupation of William Green, his Assignee or Assignes, And all that 
nessuage or tenement with the appurts. and all that garden and one yard land 
nto belonging, with their appurtenances, situate lying and being in Bampton 
lid and now or late in the tenure or occupation of William Collingwood, his 
lee or Assignes, and all that other messuage or tenement there with the ap- 
ances and one halfe yard land thereunto belonging with the appurten- 
lying and being in Bampton aforesaid, now or late in the tenure or occu- 
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pation of John Sidwell, his assignee or assignes and all that cottage or ten 
with the appurtenances, situate lying and being in Bampton aforesaid, n 
late in the tenure or occupation of Walter Castle, his assignee or assigns, s 
that other cottage or tenement there with the appurtenances, now or late 
tenure or occupation of Robert Jones, his assignee or assignes, and all tha 
cottage or tenement there with the appurtenances, now or late in the ten 
occupation of John Carter, his assignee or assigns, And all that other cotti 
tenement there with the appurtenances, now or late in the tenure or occu 
of Robert Wright, his assignee or assigns And all that cottage or tenement 
with the appurtenances, now or late in the tenure or occupation of ^ 
Edwards, his assignee or assigns. And all that other cottage or ten 
there with the appurtenances, now or late in the tenure or occupation c 
thony Cromwell, his assignee or assigns, and all that other cottage or 
ment there with the appurtenances, now or late in the tenure or occu 
of John Clerke, his assignee or assigns. And all that other cottage or ten 
there with the appurtenances, now or late in the tenure or occupation of E 
Blagrave, his assignee or assigns and all that other cottage or tenement thei 
the appurtenances, now or late in the tenure or occupation of Richard Bla 
his assignee or assigns, and all that messuage or tenement with the appurtei 
and all that garden and one yard land thereunto belonging, with the app 
ances, lying and being in Bampton aforesaid, and now or late in the teni 
occupation of John Sydwell, his assignee or assigns, and all that other me; 
or tenement there, with the appurtenances, and one quarter of a yard land 
unto belonging, with the appurtenances, now or late in the tenure or occu 
of Richard Heysey, his assignee or assigns, and all that other messuage oi 
ment wi^h the appurtenances and one orchard and curtilage thereunto belc 
with the appurtenances conteyning by estimation one acre and an 
more or less, and all that close of pasture-ground, with the appurten 
commonly called the Close behind the house, conteyning by estimation two 
more or less, and all those three yard-lands, with their and every of their i 
ten ances, conteyning by estimation 50 acres, more or less, belonging to th 
messuage or tenement, lying and being in Bampton aforesaid, now or late 
tenure or occupation of the said Jane Hanckes, her assignee or assigns. A 
that messuage or tenement with, the appurtenances, and also two yard land 
one halfe yard land with the appurtenances thereunto belonging, lying and 
in Aston and Cotefeld within the said manor of Bampton, and now or late 
tenure or occupation of Thompson Ilanckes, his assignee or assigns, and al 
other messuage or tenement with the appurtenances and all that yard 
and an halfe thereunto belonging, with the appurtenances, lying and beii 
Chimney within the said manor of Bampton, ndw or late in the tenure or 
pation of Edmund Martin, his assignee or assigns, and all that other messu; 
tenement with the appurtenances, and one quarter of a yard land thereuni 
longing, with the appurtenances, lying and being in Cannefield [Clan 
within the said manor of Bampton, and now or late in the tenure or occuj 
of Simon Dyer, his assignee or asssignes, and all that other messuage or 
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ment with the appurtenances, and one yard land thereunto belonging with the 
ippurtenances, lying and being in Aston and Cotefield aforesaid, and now or late 
in the tenure or occupation of John Prior, his assignee ar assignes and all that 
cottage or tenement with the appurtenances situate, lying and being in Bump- 
tfUi aforesaid, and now or late in the t. or o. of Edward Slade, his assignee 
or assigns, and all those three cottages with their and every of their appur- 
tenances situate and being near the vicarage of Bampton aforesaid, late in 
die t. or o. of Rous Clapton, his a. or a. and all that cottage or tenement 
with the appurtenances, situate and being in Bampton aforesaid, now or late 
in the t. or o. of Richard Pettifeir, his assignee or assigns, and all that other 
•c^tage or tenement with the appurtenances situate and being in Bampton 
aforesaid, nowe or late in the t. or o. of Robert Carpenter, his assignee or 
asngns, and all that other cottage or tenement, with the appurtenances, situate 
and being in Aston and Cotefield aforesaid, or one of them, and one halfe 
|«rd land thereunto belonging and appurtaining with the appurtenances 
BOW or late in the t. or o. of John Gierke, his a. or a. and all that other 
eottage or tenement there with the appurtenances now or late in the t. or o. 
•f Richard Moore, his a. or a. and all houses, edifices, structures, buildings, 
Wms, stables, outhouses, orchards, gardens, yards, curtilages, court-yards, 
kck-sides, lands arable and not arable, meadows, leasowes, pastures, feedings, 
eommons, and common of pasture, woods, underwoods, timber-trees and other 
trees, ways, passages, easements, waters, water-courses, profits, commodities, 
idyantages, and appurtenances whatsoever to the several messuages or tenements 
kids and premises abovementioned, and to every or any of them or any part 
9 parcel of them, or any of them belonging or in any wise appertaining, all 
B^ vliich said premises are parcel of the manor of Bampton aforesaid and also 
flie moiety of the said manor of Bampton, and of all and singular messuages, cot- 
1[^, lands, tenements, meadows, leasowes, pastures, feedings, commons, grounds 
iKd for common, wastes and waste grounds thereunto belonging, other than and 
fltcept the lands, tenements and hereditaments hereinafter mentioned to be 
excepted. 

And the said Sir John Wollaston, [&c. as before] in further execution of the 
and powers and trusts, and by the said warrant, and for the consideration afore- 
nid, have granted, aliened, bargained, and sold, and by these presents do 
grant, alien, bargain and sell unto the said Jane Hanckes, her heirs and assigns 
the moiety of all Courts Baron, services, franchises, customes, custom- 
irorks, forfeitures, escheats, reliefs, heriots, fines, issues, amerciaments, fines upon 
descent or alienation, perquisites and profits of the said court, rivers, streams, wa- 
fers, water-courses, fishing, hawking, hunting, fowling, waifs, estrays, deodands, 
treasure-trove, goods and chattels of felons and fugitives, felons of themselves, 
iiitlawed and condemned persons, clerks convicted, and of persons put in exigents, 
l^ts, royalties, jurisdictions, liberties, privileges, immunities, profits, commodi- 
fSea, advantages, rents, reversions, emoluments, possessions and hereditaments 
wliatsoever to the said manor of Bampton, incident, belonging, or in anywise 
q^rtaining, and which the late Dean and Chapter of the late Cathedral Church 
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of St Peter in Exon or any their predecessors in right of the late Dean 
Exon, or any other person or persons claiming by, from, or under them or 
them their or any of their estates at any time within the space of ten yean 
before the beginning of this present parliament or sithence had held uaed 
pied or enjoyed within the said manor which said premises are mentioned i 
particular thereof to have been late parcel of the possessions of the late Dea 
Chapter of the said late Cathedral-ehurch of Saint Peter in Exon in the Cou 
Devon, and to have been together with the residue of the said manor of Ban 
by indenture bearing date the 12th day of June in the 17th year of the reij 
the late king Charles demised by the late Dean and Chapter of the said lal 
thedral-church of Saint Peter in Exon imto Robert Veysey gentleman, and 
Hanckes, for the term of one and twenty years from the day of the date tl 
under the yearly rent of £ 16. 68. 2d., the proportionable part of which sai< 
for the premises hereby granted is in the said particular mentioned to be £ 
2d., as by the said particular, wherein the same premises hereby grantei 
mentioned to be upon improvement of the yearly value of fourscore and 
pounds ten shillings and eleven pence, over and above the said proportic 
part of the said yearly rent reserved appears and the reversion and reversions, re 
der and remainders of the said moiety or halfendeale of the said manor, messua 
tenements, lands and premises and of every part and parcel thereof, except a 
ways reserved out of this present bargain, sale and conveyance all parsonages f 
priate, tithes appropriated, fee-farm rents, issuing out of tithes, oblationi 
ventions, portions of tithes, parsonages, vicarages, churches, chapels, advon 
donatives, nominations, rights of patronage and presentation and also exce 
that Court-leet and view of frankpledge, of and belonging to or usually 
within the manor aforesaid and all fines, issues, amerciaments, profits, perqu 
commodities, advantages, emoluments, and appurtenances thereto incident c 
longing or in any wise appertaining, and which the late Dean and Chapter < 
said late Cathedral-church of St. Peter in Exon, or any their predecessa 
right of the late Deanery of Exon or any other person or persons, claimh 
from or under them or any of them, their or any of their estates, at any 
within the space of ten years next before the beginning of this present 
liament or sithence had held used occupied or enjoyed as belonging or a 
taining to the said court-leet and view of frankpledge and also except tU 1 
tenements, and hereditaments now or late parcel of the manor aforesaid, am 
or late in the t. or o. of Robert Veysey esquire, his a. or a. by virtue of a di 
partition made between the said Jane Hanckes and the said Robert Veysey, 
ing date the 20th day of May in the two and twentieth year of the reign c 
late king Charles, and all such other things, as in and by the said acts or < 
of them are saved or excepted or appointed to be saved, or excepted, oi 
to be sold. 

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the said moiety or halfendeale, of dw 
manor, messuages, lands, tenements, and hereditaments, and all and singular 
the premises hereby granted, aliened, bargained or sold, or hereinbefore mei 
ed to be hereby granted, aliened, bargained or sold, with their and wery of 
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ligliUy members, and appurtenances, except before excepted, unto ye said Jane 
Haiicks, ber heirs and assigns for ever, to ye only use and behoof of ye said Jane 
Hanckes, her heirs and a. for ever as amply as ye said trustees or any of them 
hy ye said Acts or either of them are enabled to convey the same, discharged of 
all demands, payments and incumbrances, as amply as by ye said Acts or 
•itlier of them it is enacted or provided in that behalf. IN WITNESS whereof 
Ye said parties to these indentures interchangeably have set their seals, yeoven 
Te day and year first above-written. 

£T MCMORAND. quod 20mo 8vo die Novembris, anno suprascripto praefatus 
liarcus Hildesley venit coram custode libertatis Angliae authoritate parliamenti 
ki eancellar. et recogn. inden. predict, ac omnia et singula in eadem content, et 
if^eeificat in forma suprascripta. 

Irrotulator XUo die Decemb. anno praedicto* 



XVIII. APPOINTMENT OF THE FIRST SCHOOL-MASTER TO THE 
FREE-SCHOOL OF BAMPTON, OCT. 10, 1653. 

To all true Christian people, to whom this present writing shall come, William 
Hodges, of Ripple, in Ye county of Wigome, Clerk, William Veysey of Taynton 
k Ye county of Oxon, clothier, Thomas Willear of Bampton, in Ye said county 
if Oxon, mercer, and William Hancks of Bampton aforesaid, mercer, send greet- 
ing in our Lord God everlasting. 

' Whereas Robert Veysey, late of Chimney in Ye par. of Bampton in Ye 

•omity of Oxon, gent deceased, in and by his last will and testament, bearing 

4ate Ye first day of July, in Ye 11th year of Ye reign of Ye late king Charles, 

"U give and bequeath to and for a free-school to be founded and erected in 

Bampton Ye sum of one hundred pounds for and towards Ye building thereof 

iMk Atfhleaae worke and also did give £ 200 more to be disposed of as his exe- 

iilon Mr. William Hodges, Mr. John Palmer and three others of Ye sufficients 

mok in Bampton aforesaid should think fit concerning Ye same school. And Ye 

fliid Robert Veysey by Ye same will did make nominate and appoint his nephew 

^-'Wlllism Veysey of Burford in Ye said county of Oxon, clothier, his sole executor 

if that his last will and testament, as in and by his said last will and tester 

^ Kent more at large appeareth. Which said William Veysey did take upon him 

'Te burden of Ye said executorship and proved his said will in due form of law : 

*md whereas afterwards it was ordered and decreed at Ye city of Oxon, in Ye 

county of Oxon (that is to say) Ye 12th day of January, in Ye ISth year of 

Te said late king Charles, by Richard Bayly, D. D., then vicechancellor of Ye 

University of Oxford, Henry Southam esq., then mayor of Ye city of Oxon, John 

'^Kdeanx, D. D., Richard Zouch, Doctor of law, then chancellor to Ye then Bis- 

^kop of Oxon, and John Whistler esq. upon an inquisition then and there taken 

'Mnre them, by Ye oaths of Thomas Speed, Anthony Edwards and eleven others 

fDod and lawful men of the said ^unty of Oxon : by virtue of a commission 

7 
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under the great leal of England, tr> them and others dh'ected, that William Hod- 
gea» then of Bampton aforesaid, clerk, William Veysey, John Palmer, Edward 
Carter, Thomas Willier and William Hanck«, or the major part of them and In 
ease there should he equality of voices, then that part, on which the said William 
Vejrsey should give his voice or suffrage, should hare the placing and election of 
the fint school-master there : as in and hy the said decree, amongst other things, 
more at large appeareth : sithence which, the said John Palmer and Edward Car- 
ter are deceased : now know ye thai the said William Hodges, William Veysey, 
Thomas Willier, and William Hancks, the surviving electors of the first sohod- 
master of the said free-school, have elected placed and appointed, and hereby do 
elect, place and appoint William Jackson of Charlbury in ^ said county of O^od, 
M. A. first schoolmaster of and in the said school, according to and in pursuaace of 
the said decree, he the said school-master observing such rules and statotea aa are 
made by the feoffees of the said school on his part to be done. 

In witness whereof we have hereunto put our hands and seals the 10th day of 

October in the year of our Lord 1653. ^Wm. Hodges. Rob. Veysey, perWm. 

Veysey, executor, as above is written, Thomas Willear, Wm. Hanckes. 



XIX. INQUISITIONS TAKEN AT BAMPTON, A. D. 1680. 

Oxov SCILICET iNQuisiTioifs indented taken at Bampton, on Friday the 30di 
day of April, in the two and thirtieth year of the reign of our Sovereign Ld. Charles 
ye II, by the grace of God King of England, Scotland, France and Ireland, De- 
fender of the Faith, &c., Annoque Domini 1680. And from then ^joumed to 
ye eight and twentieth day of May then next following, before Henry Alworth 
Dr. in Law, Robert Perrot, Thomas Hord, John Oower, John Qiiime Esq. and 
Richard Dew Gentlemen. 

By virtue of ye King's majesty's commission issuing out at His majesty's hlgii 
and honorable court of Chancery bearing date at Westminster ye seventeendi 
day of February in the two and thirtieth year of his now m^esty's Reign -to 
them and others directed for the inquiring of the misemployment of Lands, 
Tenements and Hereditaments, goods, Chattels, and stocks of money heretolbit 
given to charitable uses according to the statutes made in the three and thir- 
tieth year of the Reign of the late Queen Elizabeth in that case made and 
provided by the oaths of Daniel Warwick of Kelmseott, John Williams^ Jolm 
Williams Jun., Edward Ricketts, William Faulkner, Phillip Turner, William Tbr. 

ner, Nicholas Constable, William Bryan, Peter ate, John T^emaine, Robert 

Stevens, Alexander May, William Castle, John Clarke and John Taylor, good and 
lawfbl men of the said County who being returned impannelled elected and swooi 
according to the said statute and commission do say upon their oaths as 
followeth ; 

BAMPTON. — First they present and say upon their oaths that John Palnur 
late of Weald in the par. of Bampton in tha Coun^ of Ozon Gent., deceaied 
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did by his last will and testament bearing date the three and twentieth day of 
October in the year of our Lord 1650, give to the use of the poor, within the town- 
•hips of Bampton and Weald only, the sum of £ 100 to be disposed of among the 
aaid poor by Bartholomew Coxeter Gent, John Trinder, Robert Right, and Wil- 
liam CoUingwood of Bampton aforesaid. Yeomen or the survivors or survivor of 
them. And they do further present and say .that the said John Palmer some short 
Ihne after the making of his said will died, upon whose death the said £ 100 waa 
paid and came to the hands of the said Bartholomew Coxeter who detained the 
same about the space of five years and paid no part of the said money or the 
interest thereof to or for the use of the poor of Bampton and Weald according to 
the said last will of the said John Palmer, upon which by virtue of a commission 
of charitable uses directed to several gentlemen commissioners for the said coon- 
ty the said commissioners ordered the said Bartholomew Coxeter to pay the £ 100 
and the interest thereof then due and in arrears unto the said John Trinder, 
which was accordingly paid. And they do further present and say upon their 
oaths that the said sum of £ 100 and also the sum of £ 28 being the interest money 
of the said £ 100, is now in the hands and possession of the said John Trinder 
and they do further say that the said Bartholomew Coxeter, Robert Right, Willi- 
am CoUingwood are since the making of the said will dead and that the said John 
Trinder is the only surviving Trustee. 

ITEM they do further present and say upon their oaths that Richard Bla- 
fprove late of Bampton in the said county of Oxon Yeoman deceased did after 
he had made his last will and testament in writing declare upon his death-bed his 
intention to have given to the use of the poor of Bampton aforesaid and Weald, 
Ae sum of £ 1 in the presence of Joan his wife and executrix of his said will, 
and they do further present that the said Joan his executrix voluntarily declared 
the same and desired that the said £ 10 might be by her paid into the hands of 
die Church-wardens and overseers of the poor of Bampton and Weald to be by 
them disposed of and placed out at interest for the use of the poor of Bampton 
iod Weald for ever but withal did declare her intention that it should be to such 
■MS in bread or otherwise for the said poor and to such of them during her life as 
Ae should nominate direct or appoint. 

ITEM they do farther present and say upon their oath^ that Robert Dale late 
if Weald in the parish of Bampton in the county of Oxon. gent, deceased 
dady by his last will and testament under his hand and seal, bearing date the 10th 
iay of August in the year of our Lord 1658, give and bequeath unto the 
|Nior of Aston and Coate, in the said county of Oxon five pounds to remain in his 
executrix's hands and she to pay six shillings for the use of it every year 
•0 long as she should live and afterwards to be put into the hands of some honest 
Inastees to remain for ever paying to the poor of Aston and Coate what benefit 
Ae money would bring yearly for the use of it, and they do further present that 
Ike executrix is since dead, and that upon her death the said sum of five pounds 
tame to the hands and custody of Thomas Dale her executor who hath Ye said 
ive pounds in his hands. 

ITEM they do further present and say, upon their oaths, that Edward Cotten, 
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late of Silverton clerk deceased, did by his last will and testament, bearing date the 
16ih day of December, anno Domini 1674 and afterwards proved in due form of 
law, the 27th day of May, in the year of our Lord 1676, give unto the poor 
house lodgers of Bampton and Weald the sum of fifty pounds, his will being that 
it should be put out on good security by ye overseers and churchwardens of ye 
said parish and the interest thereof paid to such parishioners as are not chargei^ 
ble to the parish, and who duly frequent their church, and receive there the Holy 

Sacrament of the Lord's supper and to such persons of honest rellgioui 

lives as may encourage industry and piety provided always that no cme have 
less than half a crown and no one more than ten shillings, the money to be die- 
posed of by and with the consent of the three vicars and to such persons as tiiey 
shall appoint, reposing such confidence in them that they will not by partiaHty 
misplace his charity or dispose of what he gave, to ease ye parish thereby of thai 
relief which is due from them to the poor, and they do further present and say 
upon their oaths that John Gotten of Boscastle in the county of Cornwall, esfuiM^ 
did, the said 2l8t day of May, in ye year of our Lord 1676, prove the said wfll 
and testament and took upon him ye burden thereof and possessed himself of the 
goods and chattels of the said Edward Gotten deceased to the value of £ 1149. Ss. 
and that ever since the probate of the said will the said John Gotten bath 
detained ye said sum of £ 50, with the interest thereof in his hands. 

ITEM they do further present and say, upon their oaths, that Dr. William Os- 
borne deceased by his will did give a hundred pounds to ye use of ye poor ot 
Bampton aforesaid to be bestowed in binding out of apprentices as it diould eecM 

good to any two of ye vicars to be together with Mr. John Palmer there ,* 

and they do further find that ye said sum of 

£ 100 is now in the hands and custody of Stephen Phillips Dr. of Dirinify 
one of the vicars of Bampton, together with twenty pounds there made and 
raised out of the interest thereof. 

Also ye said day of adjournment, videlicet ye 28th day of May, anno Domi- 
ni 1680, and from thence adjourned to ye 7th day of June then next foilowmg, be- 
fore us, H. Alworth, Dr. in law, Th. Hord, Rob. Perrott, and J. Gunn, esqs., and 
Richard Dewe, gent., commissioners by virtue of the statute and commission before 
mentioned. The Jurors aforesaid, upon their oaths, present and say that ye sum 
of £ 10, with ye interest thereof, now in ye hands of John Gollingwood andEditli 
Sheppard, as executors to William Gollingwood mentioned in their bonds bearing 
date ye last day of October, anno Domini 1656, and that ye sum of £ 10 with 
ye interest thereof, now in the hands of Henry Gooke and Simon Colling* 
wood mentioned in their bond, bearing date ye 18th day of April, Anae 
Domini 1674, and that ye sum of £ 20, with ye interest thereof, now in ye 
hands of Henry Allen and John Bennett ye younger mentioned in their lNmd% 
bearing date ye 11th day ef April, anno Domini 1675 and that ye sum of £ 10^ 
with ye interest thereof, now in ye hands of Robert Sidwell and John SidweO^ 
executors of Ellen Sidwell his mother deceased mentioned in their bond bearing 
date ye 22nd day of October, in ye yearkofour Lord 1673 and that ye sum of 
£ 70, with ye interest thereof, now m ye hands of Powdrell Hurst and John 
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Gower, et quirei, mentioned in their bond bearing date Ye first daj of May, anno 
Domini 1670 and that Ye sum of £ 50, with Ye interest thereof, now in Ye 
iMndfl of William Nabbs and John Nabbs, mentioned in their bond, bearing date 
Ae 2nd day of May, anno Domini 1677, and that Ye sum of £ 50, now in Ye 
landa of John Gower esq. and George Gower, gent., with Ye interest thereof, 
Mentioned in their bond, bearing date Ye 12th day of^ay anno Domini 1677, 
asd that the sum of £ 20 with Ye interest thereof, now in Ye hands of William 
Greene, all which said several sums so mentioned and expressed as aforesaid, do 
Uongto Ye use of Ye school of Bampton by Ye devise of Robert Veysey, late of 
Ckinaneyf gent, deceased, and also by Ye devise of John Palmer, late of Weald, 
iml., deceased, and by Ye devise of H. Coxeter, late of Weald, 'gent., deceased. 
ITEM They farther present and say, upon the oath of Daniel Warwick, and 
Ike iuibmiation of Richard Coxeter gent, that there is fourteen foot of ground 
ii length on the west end of the free school of Bampton lying towards a cottage of Mr. 
Kduurd Dewe's, that belongs to Ye said free school, and lying between a stone wall 
tf Dr. Phillips to Ye north and a mud wall to Ye south, of Ye same length. 
APRIL the 30th, Anno Domini 1680 it is ordered, adjudged and decreed 
If the commissioners appointed as aforesaid, that the £ 5 mentioned in the 
hqoisltion to be given by Robert Dale by his will above-recited be paid by Tho- 
Mfl Dale Ye executor of Ye executrix unto John Moulden, John Williams Ye elder, 
Mm Williams Ye younger, of Coate in this county yeoman, and Edward Rickotts 
i itf Alton yeomen, whom we appoint trustees for Ye said poor, and to be by them Ye 

lltteet disposed of and placed out for Ye uses expressed in Ye said 

■d that Ye receipt of Ye said trustees for Ye said £5 be a sufficient dis- 
Aarge to Ye said Thomas Dale for ever, 

APRIL Ye 30th Anno Domini 1690. We Ye commissioners aforesaid do 
irther order, adjudge and decree that Ye £10 mentioned to be given in Ye 
il^tfition by Richard Blagrove to Ye use of Ye poor of Bampton and Weald. 
k by June his wife and executrix paid into the hands of Ye Churchwardens and 
fveneere of the poor of Bampton and Weald aforesaid to be by them dis- 
fieed of and placed out at interest for the use of the poor of Bampton and 
Weald aforesaid for ever but to such uses in bread or otherwise for the said poor, 
id to such of them during the life of the said Jone as she shall direct and 
id appoint. 

At the said day of adjournment, that is to say Ye 28th day of May, Anno 
Bimini 1680, we. Ye commissioners aforesaid, do farther order, adjudge, and 
ree that for Ye better settling and continuing of Ye several sums before- 
itioned in Ye inquisition of £ 10 with Ye interest thereof to be in Ye 
JhmicU of John Collingwood and £dith Sheppard as executors of William Col- 
ligwood, and Ye sum of £ 10 with Ye interest thereof, to be in Ye hands of 
Wmry Cooke and Simon Collingwood and the sum of £ 20 with Ye interest thereof, 
libe in the hands of Henry Allen and John Bennett the younger; and the sum 
d£ 10, and the interest thereof, to be in the hands of Robert Sidwell and John 
■dwell execut of Ellen Sidwell his mother deceased and Ye sum of £ 70, with 
Te interest thereof to be in Ye hands of Powdrell Hurst and John 
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Gower eaquire, and Ye sum of £50, with Ye interest thereof, to be 
in the hands of William Nabbs and John Nabbs and the sum of £20, 
with the interest thereof, to be in the hands of William Greene, be by the 
several persons before-mentioned forthwith paid into the hands of Stephen I%il- 
lipe Doctor in Divinity, Arthur Rury Doctor in Divinity, and Thomas Snell Clerk| 
the present vicars of the parish-church of Bampton and their successors, Thomai 
Hord esquire, John Gower esquire, Robert Mayott of Fawlor gent., Richard Dtm 
the elder of Bampton, gent., Robert Veisey of Tanton gent., Thomas TremayiM 
the younger gent., Richard Lissett, John Nabbs and William Young, whom we 
nominate and appoint trustees for the receiving thereof and the said trusteee ol 
the major part of them to dispose and lay out the same in lands and tenements oi 
fee-simple, and that the said trustees or the major part of them do contract and 
agree with the party or parties of whom the said lands and tenements shall oi 
may be bought and purchased to convey by the advice of Counsel learned in the 
Law such lands and tenements so to be purchased unto the said trustees and theii 
heirs upon trust and confidence, that the said trustees shall pay and dispose tki 
clear yearly value of Ye said lands and tenements so to be purchased to thi 
schoolmaster belonging to the said parish of Bampton for the time being and hii 

successors, and with a covenant or proviso in the said deed of purchase 

shall think fit that so soon as eight of the before-mentioned trustees are oi 
shall be dead, ye surviving trustees shall enfeoff and convey to twelve other tmsteei 
and their heirs, the vicars of Bampton for the time being to be three of ^ 
said trustees upon and under the same trust, covenants, and provisoes coii' 
tained in the said conveyance, and in like manner after the death of eighi 
trustees the survivors shall enfeoff and convey to twelve others, and theii 
heirs, the vicars of Bampton for the time being to be three of the trusteei 
upon and under like trust, covenants and provisoes before-mentioned, and so after 
the death of eight of the trustees the survivors to enfeoff and convey to twelve 
others the vicars of Bampton for the time being to be three of the said trustees, to 
continue the said trust and so the said ti-ust in like manner to be continued 
for ever. 

At the day of adjournment that is to say the 28th day of May, anno Domini 
1680, we the commissioners aforesaid do farther order, adjudge and decree that 
the said store of ground mentioned in the inqusition to belong to the free school of 
Bampton be observed and livered of the bodies of the said Mr. Richard Dew, 

in the inquisition mentioned as the Richard Dew, and of the parnhin 

oners of the parish of Bampton. ' 

AT the day of adjournment, that is to say the 28th day of May anno Domini 
1680 we the commissioners aforesaid do farther order, adjudge and decree by and 
with ye consent of John Trinder in the inquisition mentioned that for the better se* 
tling and continng of ye sum of £ 120 mentioned in ye inquisition to be in ye hands 
of ye said John Trinder that he ye said J. Trinder do within six days next ensuing 
after notice of the said decree, give security by bond for the said sum of £ 120 
now in his hands, unto Richard Lissett, John Nabbs, William Young, Thomai 
Tremaine, Thomas Burdock, John Carter the eldei; 
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Tbomas Hall, all of Bampton aforesaid, Richard Wright, William Sadler of 

Weald yeomen, whom we nominate and appoint trustees for the receiving 

Aereof and the said trustees or the major part of them to dispose and lay 

QHt the same in lands and tenements of fee-simple, and that the said trus- 

jlBit er the major part of them do contract and agree w'ith the party or 

Iprties, of whom the said lands or tenements shall or may he hought and 

lirchased, to convey, hy the advice of counsel learned in the law, such lands 

tenements so to he purchased, unto the said trustees and their heirs, 

trust and confidence that the said trustees shall pay and dispose the 

yearly value cf the said lands and tenements so to he purchased to the 

of Bampton and Weald, and not one person or family to have ahove 

shillings at a time and with a covenant or proviso in the said deeds of 

urchase, as counsel shall think fit, that so soon and so often as six of the 

Iflfore-mentioned trustees are or shall he dead, the surviving trustees shall enfeoff 

id convey to nine other trustees and their heirs, upon and under the like 

covenants and provisos hefore-mentioned. And after the death of six trus- 

the survivors to enfeoff and convey to nine others to continue the said trust... 

to he in like manner transferred from time to time for ever 

that out at interest hy the said trustees until such purchase 

had disposed of to the poor as aforesaid And that the acquit- 

or said trustees or the major part of them shall he a good 

irge to the said purposes. 

in Witness whereof as well the said commissioners, as the said trustees 
ire set their hands and seals the 7th day of June, anno Domini 1681. 
; Tremayne March the 18th, 1681. Recd., then and before, seventeen 
pounds, nineteen shillings and eleven pence in full of the 
charges and expenses for carrying on and managing of this 
business in full, by me, THO. TREMAYNE. 



XX. HUDSON'S PAMPHLET ON THE CHARITIES OF BAMPTON 
AND WEALD, (reprinted from the edition of 1814.) 

[Title page.] 

A. brief statement of the several charitable gifts and donations for the 
St of the poor of Bampton and Weald, With jparticular directions 
the rents and profits are to be applied According to the several 
"s. Wills, and Decrees. 
|To which is added An account of the Lands appropriated for the use 
~ epairing the Church Interspersed with remarks and observations. 
God is a spirit just and wise, He sees with piercing sight. 
How dare we then the poor despise, And keep from them their right. 
baot the poor, because of their poverty, but pity and have mercy on them. Sol« 
"^^MPTON, OxoN; Printed by W. HolIoway,for the late Mr. Hudson. 
I. And reprinted at request, Dec. 80th 1814. (Price Sixpence.) 
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[Page. 2.] TO THB BKADBB. 
Af moit Authon mt tomething in defence of the works they publish, it may probably be ex 
petted tfiat I should gtre my reasons for compiling the following memorandums. 

Sufflet It then to say, that my principal design was, to rescue from obliTion, the rights of thi 
pomr to the several charitable Donations ; in the prosecution of which subject I have been actua 
ted by the purest motives. That of Benevolence te my fellow creaturrs in the lower orders o 
ioeiety. Vor having a long time observed with concern, the numberless abuses and mis-maaage 
^ that too frequently attend the distribution of charitable Donations in general, but more par 



tieularibr Uioae belonging to our own poor I was induced to collect and publish, from the best and mos 
attthenne information I possible could procure, an account of all the existing charities, with tin 
tnanltty and rents of the several Estates etc. How tu I have succeeded in the attempt I shal 
feave te better Judges than myself to determine. 

I hope howevei, that the work imperfect as it is, will meet the approbation of the candid, ani 
be a means of stimulating the new Trustees, as well as the old Churchwardens, to a faithfru dis 
eha^ of their duty in this important affair. By settling their accounts annually, and leaving tb 
Books open for public Inspection, then, and not 'till then, may we expect to hear of no mor 
eomplafaiing in our Streets, and Alehouses, of the abuse and mis-«pplication of the poor's mone; 
as It is eidl'd, but on the eontrarv, all would be peace harmony and concord. That tliia in fritur 
may be the case, Is the Sincere wish of your Humble Servant R. Hcdsoh. Bampton, May 15th, I80I 

[Pages.] CHARITIES, &c. 
Thompson's gift. 

Heaven hath my soul, in purest joy and bliss, 

Earth hath my earth where body toomed is, 

Poor have my store, for ever to their use ; 

Friends have my name : to keep without abuse. 

Heaven, Earth, Poor, Friends of me have all their part. 

And this in life was chiefest joy of heart. 
Gboeoe Thompson Esq. who died in the year 1603, — by his wiU gav< 
to the poor of Bampton, WeaM, and Lew, Six Potmds a year for ever 
ehar^d upon a house and landa at Brize-Norton, — in the occupatioD o 
Francis Hall, and Charles GilleU; which sura is directed to be distriba 
ted in the South Porch, by the Church Wardens and Overseers, oi 
Whitsunday, and St. Thomas the Apostle, by equal portions ; — Bu^t » 
paH of this Charity has been distributed on Whitsunday, in the memory q 
the writer of this work. 

Wilmot's gift. 
Leonabd Wilmot of Clanfield Gent., who died in the year 1608, gave 
to the poor of Bampton and Weald, forty shillings a year for ever charged 
upon an estate at Clanfield, called [T. 4] Chest-Lion Farm, — now in th« 
occupation of Mr. Pope ; which sum is directed by his will to be distributed 
by the Church-wardens to the most industrious poor, on Good Friday in 
every year. But shameful to relate, not a shilling of it has been given to 
the poor 'till within these five or six years past, although it has been i^i;ii^ 
larly received by the Church-wardens. This I assert as a real fact, as I 
was the only person at a vestry who remonstrated against the mis-applica- 
tion of this charity, as well as some of the other gifts.**^ 

Applbton estate. 
John, alias Julian Walter of Appleton in the county of Berks, Gentj 

• Tradition say i that this Gentleman in the fonner part of hit life was a numial lenrant, in which etpii 
city he lived about 20 yeari in several different parishes in the Counties of Oxford and Berks, totiwpoti 
of which, he bequeathed an annual donation of as many pounds as he continued to live years in each ium« 
« To Bampton he gave two pounds, — to Ganfield three pounds, — to Burford and Wltaey fad 
pounds eacli. , 



1 APPENDIX^ NO XX. 43 

who died in the year 1636, by his Will gave to the poor of Bampton & 
I Weald, an estate of eighteen pounds per annum consisting of a house^ 
' barn, and homestead, about twenty four acres of arable land, one acre 
and a half of pasture, and four cow commons, now in the occupation of 
Willi- [P. 5] am Clanfield ; the rents of which are directed to be kid out in 
wheaten bread, & distributed every Sunday after divine service to the most 
necessitous poor ; excepting Eight shillings, which sum (a great one in the 
days of the donor) is to provide a dinner for the Church-Wardens and 
Overseers on Holy-Thursday. t Present rent, 50 pounds per annnm. 
Lower Moor Close, and Lahe-riddy Close, 
Containing in the whole about twelve acres the rents of which are, 
[according to a table published by the late Mr. Frederick,] to be divided 
into thirty three parts ; eight parts of which are to be paid to the Church- 
wardens and Overseers, and by them distributed to the poor of Bampton 
and Weald, and the remaining twenty five parts to be paid to the Trus- 
tees, and by them given to [P. 6] the poor ; No person or family to have 
above five shillings at any one time. These Closes it seems were purchased 
by donations [the most considerable of which was that given by Mrs. 
Hanks, otherwise Loder,] for the use of the poor, in or about the 
year 1687. Present rent 27 pounds per annum. , 

I Ujpper Moor Close , 8f Brookfast Furlong Close, 

The former called four acres, the latter six acres, the rents of which 
, are directed to be applied as follows viz, one fourth part to be paid to 
the Church-wardens to be by them laid out in two-penny loaves and 
given to the poor every Sunday after divine service ; (has this been pro- 
perly attended to? ) one other fourth part to be paid to the Vicars for the 
purpose of apprenticing poor Boys, and an eighth part to be paid like- 
wise to the Vicars, and distributed at their discretion, to such persons as 
Irequent the Church and sacrament, and are not chargeable to the 
ijarish; J [P. 7] and the residue thereof to be paid to the Church- wardens, for 
fthe purpose of buying bread to be distributed to the most industrious poor. 
JPresent rent of the Moor Close, is 21 pounds per annum, and Brook- 
{eM9t furlong Close 27 pounds. 

Shilton estate, seeks. 
This Estate consists of a Messuage or Tenement and Bam, a small 
dose of pasture well timbered, and upwards of twenty-five acres of in- 

t A very singular circumstance respecting this Gentleman is handed down to us, and is as fol- 

J»W8. Having but few or no relations that he esteemed or respected, he resolved to bequeath his 

yroperty to charitable uses; but not having a regard for one Parish in preference to another, he 

i ^Itemed to be at a loss on whom to bestow it. btanding however one day on an eminence near 

die said village which commands a most extensive prospect, he beheld four different Churches ; 

nely, Bampton, Ensham, Witney and Standlake, to the poor of which places he gave considerable 

states. 

} I am sorry to observe that there are verv few persons of this Character now to be found. To those 

oworer that may liappen to come under thif description, all due encouxagement, in my bumble opU 

lion, ought to be given to them. 

8 
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closed arable land^ with a qaantity of meadow groand adjoining to the : 
ver Isis, now in the occupation of Thomas Bunoe^ the rents of which 
directed to be appropriated for the apprenticing poor Children to so 
good trades in Loudon or the suburos thereof [and not else wkere\ 
Uie Trustees or the major part of them shall think fit^ and as far as 
rents and profits will extend. This Estate it seems was purchased 
subscription, in or about the year 1706, and the Trustees first appoin 
were the Vicars of Bampton for the time being, Mrs. Mary Crofts ^ 
her heirs, and Mr. Bichard Coxeter and his heirs. Present rent %^ pou 
per annum. 

[P. 8] Widows estate 
Mb. Edwabd Chuuch who died in the year 1771, gave 
Estate which is situated in Weald, and known by the name of So 
Lands, of the value of fourteen pounds per annum. In trust, to ap 
the rents and profits thereof to six poor widows of Weald, to be nomi 
ted yearlyat Easter by four of the most substantial inhabitants of Bai 
ton and Weald ; which said charity for several years after the death of 
Donor was applied as his will directed. But he having ne^ectec 
comply with the Statute of the 9th, G. 2. chap : 36 commonly ca 
the Statute of Mortmain,§ his heir at Law, claimed the Estate as 
Bight and property ; and the parish of Bampton judging it useless 
litigate the matter left i Mr. Churches heir in the uninterrupted eujoyni 
[if it may be so called,] of what the letter of the law funds 
him with. 

[P. 9] Having thus taken a view of the several Charity Estates, ! 
given a particular account how the rents and profiis of the same an 
be applied. 

We shall next state tlie LEGACIES Which have heen given for the Poor, 
the first that comes under consideration is the Bequest of 

Mrs. MART BEWE; who by her will gave to the Vicars of Bai 
ton, her Sister Mrs. Jane Dcwe, Thomas TroUope Brown, and 6f 
Erederick Esquires, the sum of two hundred pounds Li trust, to 
applied by them, theii Executors or Administrators, in employing 
poor in some manufactory, under such roles and regulations as t 
should think fit, or should hereafter be established by parliament. 1 
Gentlewoman died in the year 1763 which is 38 years ago, andnotw 
standing the great distance of time, but little has yet been done ^ 
this sum, either for the benefit or employment of the poor. Strange ! \ 
prising strange ! that no one Gentleman in Bampton will exert him 
on this occasion. The Rev. Mr. Hawkins in whose hands the pri 

f Thia Statute enacts '' That no Land or Tenementa shall be given or charged with any chari 
use whattoerer unless by deed indented, and executed in the presence of two witnesses, twelve c 
iter months before the death of the Donor, and enrolled in Chancery six months after its oxecntkn 
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i pal sam remains is [if I am imformed a- [P. 10] right] willing to give 
I it up whenever it can be done with propriety and safety. 
' Mrs. Snbll^s legacy. 

This Lady was relict of the Bev. Thomas Snell, formerly one of the 
Vicars of Bampton, who by her will gave to Edward Whitaker, William 
Roberts^ and the Kev. Francis Smith, the sum of two hundred pounds. 
In trust, that they place it out upon good security, and annually distri- 
bute the interest thereof to the poor of Bampton. — She died in 
the year 1788. 

Mr. Leverett's legacy. 

This Gentleman was formerly an eminent Surgeon at Witney; who 
by his will gave to John Wright and Samuel Druce, the tsmn of fifty 
pounds, due to him on the security of the Tolls on the Turnpike road 
Detween Bampton and Witney ; In trust, that they permit his wife to 
receive the interest thereof during her life, and after her decease to pay 
the same to the Church-wardens and Overseers of the poor of Bampton ; 
to be by them laid out in bread and distributed at their discretion to the 
poor, monthly or weekly for [P. 11] ever. % Not a shilling of the in- 
terest of this sum has been received since the death of Mrs. Leverett, 
which happened in February, 1798. 

Mrs. Susanna FredencKs Legacy 

This Lady who died in May 1789, gave by her will to the most dis- 
tressed labouring poor, the interest of two hundred pounds, due to her 
upon Bond from Mrs. Leyboum late of Westwell in this County, dated 
in or about June 1784, ^hich sum if I am rightly informed, is directed 
to be laid out in linen and shoes, and distributed as her Executor shall 
think fit. But as Mrs. Leyboum before her death became insolvent, 
the Charity intended becomes void of course. Mrs. Frederick has also 
by her will bequeathed the sum of one Guinea yearly, for a sermon to be 
preached on Good Friday for ever. The subject to be on the merits, 
death and passion of our blessed redeemer. And thus much for Legacies. 

We procead next to speak of the several Schools, and their endow- 
ments, and first of the free school which was founded by Robert Vey- 
8EY Esquire, heretofore of Chimney in [P. 12] this County § and en- 
dowed by him and others in or about the year for the instruc- 
tion and education of all Boys that are fit to be taught Latin in the 
girish of Bampton, aud its several Hamlets, namely — Weald, Lew, 
addon, Aston, Coat, Chimney, Yelford, Shifford, and Brighthamp- 
ton. — But whether the master is by the foundation Rules and Orders 
of the said School, obliged to teach all such Boys that shall be sent to 
him free of expence, or whether he has not a right to demand something 



4 Ht 4ied Ptb. 15th« 1699, and vas interred at ShifTord. 
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for their education is what I am at a loss to determine with precision. 
— I shall therefore only observe farther, that the late Eeyerend Mr. 
MiDDLETON, who was Master of this School upwards of Fifty years, de- 
manded Half a Crown for entrance and one Shilling per quarter for 
each Boy plnced on the Foundation, and the Rev. Mr. Smith, who suc- 
ceeded him had Five Shilhngs entrance and Five Sliillings per quarter, 
so that there seems to be nothing fix'd or certain respecting this matter, 
nor is the master's salary more permanent or settled than the terms seem 
to be for teaching. This depends intirely on the rent of the [P. 13] three 
Closes, which are now let at the enormous sum of fifty pounds ten shil- 
lings per annum, being more than double the former rents. 

But we pass on to observe that to this School is annexed an English 
one, for the education of ten Boys in Reading, Writing and Arithmetic, 
which was endowed by Mrs. Mary Frederick, and her Sisters in the year 
1783; the Salary of which [if I am rightly inform^] is Sixteen pounds 
per annum, being the interest, arising from four hundred pounds stock 
in the four per cent Consols. And the late Mrs, Susanna Frederick 
has, by her will, bequeathed the interest of two hundred pounds, new 
South Sea Annuities for the support of the Sunday School at Bampton 
for ever. There is also another Charity School in this Town, for the 
instruction of six Boys and six Girls, in the first rudiments of Learning, 
said to be endowed by Mrs. Mary Crofts ; § who was Aunt to the late 
Fredrick's family. The Salary is about five pounds per annum; but 
in what year or how long it is since this httle School was first established, 
I have not as yet been able to learn. 

Thus have I given from the most authentic information, I possibly 
could collect, a particular account of all the existing Charities, that 
have been given for the use and benefit of the poor. We shall next pro- 
ceed agreeably to our plan, briefly to describe the several Estates given 
for the repairs of the Church ; and the first that we shall mention is 
that occupied by Leonard Carter, which consists of a Close adjoining to 
Clanfield Lane, containing four acres, six cow commons in Weald mea- 
dow, and one acre of arable land lying in a place called moor furlong, 
Present rent nine pounds per annum. 

Secondly, Three acres of arable Land occupied by William Townseiid, 
two of which lie in Wright's field, in the furlong shooting towards 
Bam-Ley, the other acre or rather two lands, are in moor furlong. Pre- 
sent rent two Guineas a year. 

Thirdly, Two acres or more properly four Lands in Bampton field, one 
lying in each field, now occupied by John Probits, at the yearly rent of 
one pound nine shillings. Fourthly, A Close of pasture at Lew, situate 

§ She died 5n October, 1719. 
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[P. 1 5] near the premises of the late John Hinton, containing by estimation 
three acres, now in the occupation of John ColUngwood, at the yearly 
rent of five Pounds. * 

I might here^ offer some further remark on the abuse of charitable 
Donations in general, but having far exceeded the bounds of my intended 
plan, I shall conclude by just observing, that [P. 16] there are or were four 
other houses belonging to the parish said to be situate in a part of the 
Town called Bosemary Lane; but I cannot say which are the said 
bouses^ or whether they are now standing or fallen down. 
A Recapitulation of the several Rents, Gifts, Sfc. inentioned in the fore- 
going work, 

Appleton Estatate, per annum 

Lower moor Close, and Lake-Eiddy Close 

Upper moor Close 

Brookfast furlong Close 

Shilton Estate 

Thompson's Gift 

Wilmot's Gift 

Mrs. Dewe's Legacy at 5 per. C. 

Mrs. Sneirs at Ditto 

Mr. Leverett's, at 4i per cent 

Total £ 179 5 

A large Sum, which if properly applied might be the means of doing much 
good. But let not the poor make these Charities a pretence to Idleness, but let 
them learn to be frugal, honest, and industrious ; then, with the blessing of God 
and the assistance of these Charities, they might support themselves, except in 
very dear times, without relief from the Parish. Finis 



XXI. ORDERS AxVD STATUTES FOR THE FREE SCHOOL AT 

BAMPTON, IN THE COUNTY OF OXON, AS AGRLED ON BY 

THE VISITORS, JAN. 14, 1731-2. 

These Rtatutes are copied from a printed paper, and are here given as a curiosity, for there is no proof 
that they possess any authority. 

1. That the School-master be orthodox for religion, and of a godly con- 
Tersation. 
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• On the north west end of this Close, are standing two houses with large gardens adjoining, the one 
occupied by James Saunders, the other by William Hoar the former of which the late Farmer Hanks 
Hved in many years \^ithout paying anv rent, or acknowledgement for the same, and when he removed 
to Bampton, he left his Son Thomas iii ihe quiet possession thereof, who resided in it several years, 
«nd afterward sold it to James Saunders for the sum of twelve Guineas. The other house has within 
these few years past been bought and sold three or four times, for Seventeen or Eighteen pounds each 
time. Tliere was also another house standing a few years ago on this very spot ; but it having fallen 
greatly to decay, — was taken down, and the occupier whose name was Brooks, sold most of the mate- 
rials to a late opulent Farmer at Lew. These notwithstanding th«?y have been claimed by the present, 
and former occupiers, as their own, are undoubted ly parish houses ; for I am very well informed, they 
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2. That he be well qualified to teach the Latin and Greek tongues. 

3. That there be Morning and Evening Prayers in a Godly Precompos*d s€ 
form duly observed. 

4. That on Wednesdays and Fridays and all Saint's Days the School-maste 
bring or cause to be brought all his scholars to Prayers in the Parish Church, an< 
see that they be taught their catechisms according to the Form of the church o 
England, with some proper explanation of the same. 

5. That the Hours of school be from 6 o' clock to 11 in the morning, am 
from 1 to 5 in the afternoon all the summer time, Viz. — From Lady-day t 
Michaelmas, and in winter from 8 o* clock to eleven, in the Morning, ant 
from 1 till 4 in the afternoon. 

6. That all boys fit to be taught Latin of the parish of Bampton, viz. Bam 
ton, Weald, Lew, Haddon, Aston, Coate, Chimney, Shifford, Bright-hampton 
and Yelford, be admitted in the said school paying each of 'em to the Maste 
2 shillings and sixpence for entrance, and afterwards quarterly, 1 shilling. 

7. If the School-master shall think fit to teach English, such scholars, » 
taught shall pay 5 shillings entrance, and 5 shillings quarterly; and shall h 
obliged to pay for a whole quarter, if they come to school any par 
thereof. 

8. That the schoolmaster constantly reside in the town of Bampton, and ii 
case he shall accept of any preferment inconsistent with such residence, thei 
his place shall be ipso facto void, as if he was naturally dead, and th 
Visitors shall proceed to a new Election. 

1819 Rent of the school-closes, say — £ 40 10 s. per annum. 
School-house, Cottage, &c. 12 



XXII. INSCRIPTIONS FROM BAMPTON CHURCH AND 
CHURCH-YARD. 

AINSLEY, Eliza William, daughter of William and Eliza Ainsley of Bengal j 

died June 29, 1 806, aged 2 days. 
Amphlett, Rev. Dr. Joseph, many years vicar of Bampton. Mary his wife 

dr. of John Amson of Lees in the co. of Chester, esq. This monument wai 

erected by their niece Eliza Buckworth. 
Andrews, Mary and Elizabeth, drs. of Charles and Elizabeth A. Mary d. Oct 6, 

1769, in infancy, Elizabeth d. Dec. 1, 1791, aged 17. 

Joseph, Esq. and Ann his w. He d. Dec. 30, 1806 : she d. Jan. 12, 1802. 

Joseph, jun. Esq. d. Ap. 22, 1828. 

John, s. of Wm. and Elizabeth, d. Feb. 24. 1819, aged 1 y. and 9 m. 

Wm. s. of Wm. and Elizabeth, d. Oct. 18, 1841, aged 36. 

- Charles, d. Jan. 3. 1803, aged 83. Elizabeth w. of Charles, dm 

used to be repaired by part of the Timber that groved on the said Close : and according to Mr. Fredai 
rick's Table, a lease of these Houses and the Jjand belonging to the Church, was made in thv 
year If 72 by the then Feoffees. To which may be added Ave cow commons in Lew heath, aodt 
Land in Lew field, said to be part and parcel of this Estate, which Commons ft Land hMV bcei 
in the possession of the Hanks's Family, more than half a Century. 



APPENDIX, NO XXI. 49 

April 18, 1805, aged 39. Robbkt, son of Ch. and Elizabeth, d. Feb. 11, 1841, 

aged 64. Ruth his wife, died April 17, 1846, aged 61. Mart-Ann their dr. 

died Dec. 23, 1845, aged 19. 
Andrews Joseph, d. Aug. 2, 1842, aged 31. 
Anoell, Jane w. of John, d. Oct. 3, 1818, aged 41. also two of their children, 

William died Oct. 19, 1818, aged 6. Sarah died Oct. 21, 1818, aged 4. 

Elizabeth w. of John, died Nov. 1, 1836, aged 57. 

Arnatt, Jonathan, of Lew, died Jan. 21, 1799, aged 61. Elizabeth A. wife of 

Jon. A. died April 18, 1779, aged 38. Elizabeth second wife of Jon. A., d. 

Nov. 22. 1833, aged 90. also 3 infant children of the above, also Joseph A., 

of Lew, d. April 22, 1834, aged 47. Jonathan A., of Lew, died Dec. 20, 

1844, aged 63. 

BAKER, William, d. April 26, 1836, aged 89. 
"' ' — ... ^^^^ 



• Martha, w. of Thomas B., d. Feb. 23, 1837, aged 34. 



Kind angels guard my sleeping dust, Till Christ shall come to raise the just ; 
Then may I wake in sweet surprize. And in my Saviour's image rise. 
— — Hannah w. of Wiliiam, d. May 5, 1824 aged 65. 

Charles Henry, son of Charles and Mary B., d. May 10, 1838, aged 11 



months, also Fanny their dr., d. Oct. 11, 1840, aged 1 year 9 months. 
Bantino, James, d. Nov. 8, 1822, aged 73. Martha his wife d. Nov. 27, 1830, 
aged 81. 

Barker, R , A. M. obiit Feb. 27, 1778, aged 35. 

Bartlett, John, son of Richard and Mary, d. April also 

Mary w. of Richard B. d. May 7, 1729, aged 45. 
Bartlett, Thomas and Ann his w., he d. Feb. 12, 1779, aged 71 ; she died 
Aug. 20, 1759. 

Thomas, died June 10, 1813, aged 71. 

Loving, beloved, in all relations true, 
Exposed to follies, but subdued by few ; 
Reader, reflect and copy, if you can. 
The social virtues of this honest man. 

Ann, wife of Thomas Bartlett, d. Jan. 14, 1836, aged 85 — also 



Sarah dr. of Thomas and Ann Bartlett, d. March 18, 1812, aged 30. 

• John, of Aston, died May 21, 1827, aged 72 — Mary his w., died, 



Jan. 5, 1815, aged 60. 

My life was burdensome to me, 

Till Christ my God did set me free 

From all sorrow, grief and pain : 

We trust in Christ to rise again. 

- Emily, Violetta, and Frances, daughters of Joseph and Elizabeth 
B. Em. d. Jan. 16, 1832, aged 5 ; Viol. d. Jan 30, 1832, aged 7 ; Frances, w, 
of George Knapp, d. May 17, 1838, aged 24. also children, died in in- 
fancy. 

Thomas, d. Aug. 15, 1831, aged 56. 

William, d. March 9, 1835, aged 57. 



f'^- Jan. 5, 

L 



iASTOM, William, d. June 30, 1771, aged 67. 

Jonathan, d. June 8, 1787, aged 63. 

Iateman, Edward, d. May 21, 1827, a^ed 72. 

Emma, daughter of John and Mary, died Nov. 29, 1827, aged 3 years 



9 months. 

James John, son of Thomas Hicks and Anna Maria Bateman, died 



March 14, 1838, aged 4 months. 
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Bates, Mary. ' 

Draw near to me, my children dear, 

Set' wlvre your i.iothcr lieu : 
Clo4e in tlie dust uiilll the day, 

Our bodieH shall arise. 
'Jo part with you great grief it was, ^ 

More joys tor to insue : . ' ^ 

I hope tor mercy at that day, ' 

And there to meet with you. 
Batts, Mary wife of William, d. Dec. 11, 1834, aeed 72. 

Reader, live well, and fear no sudden csSl, i 

For soon or late grim death will seize us all ; h 

A life well spent will look death in tho face ; [' 

My glass is run, and thine doth waste apace. ! 

Elizabeth, w. of lUchard, late of Lew, d. June 28, 1812, aged 20. [ 

Short was the time I was a wife, Before I did resign my life. i 

Unto my blessed Saviour's trust. Hoping to rise among the just. 
Bennett, John, died Jan. 6, 1817, aged 87. , ^ 

Bishop, Ann, d. May 7, 1800, ag. 9li. 

Elizabeth, dr. of Richard and Ann, d. Jan. 5, 1735, aged 41 . ^ 

Brandon, Georgiana, died May 2, 1843, aged 2» years 8 months. I; 

Brasier, Joseph, son of Joseph and Mary B., "d'ed Dec. 30. . 

Breakspear, William, gentleman, d. Aug. 23, 1841 aged 63. r 

BuLLEN, Susan Dorothy, died Sept. 1, 1831, aged 17. T 

Bullock, George, son of Wm. and Elizab. B., d. M-arch 19, 1836, ag. 4 yrs. lOmsI* 
Here lies a child to parents dear, Christ called him hence his joys to share ; 
We hope in Heaven we shall him find, Which heals the troubles of our mind. 

BuNCE, , and Mary, his w., he d. Sept. ... 17... ag. 71, she d. ...... 1731, ag. 71 

Burrow, Rev. Thomas, 38 years vicar of Bampton, d. Jan. 30, 1837, aged 7J 
Busby, Mary, w. of John, d. Aug. 16, 1800, aged 50. 
CARPENTER, John, died Dec. 27, 1790, aged 74. 

Carr, Rev. Thomas William, B. A., late scholar on Jackson's foundation at Mel 

ton College. Oxford, d. Ap. 19, 1837, aged 27. also Rev. George Carr, M. A 

curate of Black Bourton, Oxon, d. June 5, 1 840, ag. 35. Louisa C. died Sep. 2i 

1840, ag. 73, &two ss. Also Louisa C. organist of this par., d. Dec. 1844, ag.3( 

Carter, Ann, w. of Leonard, d. Sep. 20, 1766, ag. 63. also 3 children, Elizabeth i 

May 6, 1746, ag. 3 ; Edward d. Sep. 3, 1717, ag.l ; Ann d. May 13, 1756, ag.9. 

Leonard, died Dec, 27, 1772, aged 59. 

Thomas and Ann, s. and dr. of Leonard and Mary C. Ann died Jnne 2l 

1782 a^ed 12 v. ; Thos. died May 1, 1792 aged 8. 

Michael, died Jan. 5, 1817, aged 72. 

Leonard, d. Aug. 12, 1814, ag. 69 — Mary his w. d. Dec. 10, 1820, ag. 8i 

• Hannah, wife of Joseph, died June 19, 1800, aged 28. t 



A loving wife, a friend most dear, A tender mother lieth here 
Affliction's sore she with patience bore, Phisicians were in vain : 

Till death did seize, and God did please, To ease her of her pain. >,. 

Though great my loss, I hope with joy In heaven to meet again. _ 

■— — Margaret, died Nov. 14, 1823, aged 66. ir.i 

A sudden change, she in a moment fell, h\ 

And had not time to bid her friends farewell : J — 

Think nothing strange that happens unto all, 

Her lot's to aay, tomorrow thine may fall. 



J 
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TER, John, d. April 30, 1671. 

Humphrey, d. Oct. 2, 1693. 

Francis, s. of Francis and Mary, d. May 31, 1709 — also Mary, w. of F. 

.,d. March 26,1720. 

Elizabeth, dr. of John and Joan. d. May 17, 1726, aged 17. 

RwooD, Ann, wife of Thomas, died Oct. 27, 1790, aged 25. 
RCH, Henrv, and Mary, his wife, he d. Sep. 9, 1726, ag. ... shed. Dec. 29, 1751, 
^ed 77 — hfiNRY and Richard, sons of Henry and Mary C. Henry d. June 1, 
^67, aged 61 : Richard died Nov. ... 1726, aged 20 yrs. — also Mary Merry, 
id Elizabeth C. drs. of Henry and Mary C. Mary cl. Feb. 3,1747, ag. 15 years 
lizabeth died Dec. 9, 1728, aged 19 years. 

Maiy, daughter of William and Catharine, d. May 4, 1803, aged 18. 

cK, Catharine and Ann, daughters of Richard Clack; Catharine d. Jan. 
J, 1817, aged 35; Ann d. Nov. 28, 1814, aged 24. 

— Sophia, w. of Samuel, d. Feb. 13, 1831, aged 59. 

ow I lie buried deep in dust. My flesh is still my care; 

hese with'ring limbs to thee I trust. To raise them strong and fair. 

— Leah, wife of James C. d. July 29, 1845, aged 33.— Jesse John Lindsay C, 
5on cf James C, d. July 3, 1845, aged 1 year 8 months. 

ur that inevitable road. That leads him to his last abode, 

one can too well prepare : Or weigh too wisely, ere he go, 

he good or ill his soul must know. When brought to judgment there. 

RKE, Richard, d. Ap. 13, 1806, aged 56. 

Rich., senior, d. March 21, 1814, aged 72. 

Margaret, w. of Rich. C, d. Jan. 7, 1823, aged 72. 

vjcH, Mary, w. of William, d. Dec. 2, 1837, aged 37. 

If e'er sharp sorrow from thine eyes did flow, 

If e'er thy bosom felt another's woe, 

If e'er fair beauty's charms thy heart did prove. 

If e'er the offspring of thy virluous love 

Bloom 'd to thy wish, or to thy soul was dear. 

This plaintive stone will ask thee for a tear, 

For her, alas ! too early snatch'd away. 

All that was lovely death hath made his prey. 

No more her cheeks with crimson roses vie. 

No more the diamond sparkles in her eye. 

Her breath no more its balmy sweets can boast, 

Alas that breath with all its sweets is lost. 

Like opening roses drooping lilies tell. 

Like those she bloom 'd, and ah ! like those she fell ; 

In circling leaves let the pale ivy grow 

And distant yews a sable shade bestow. 

Round her. ye graces, constant vigils keep, 

And guard, fair innocence, her sacred sleep. 

Till that bright morn shall wake the beauteous clay 

To bloom, and sparkle in eternal day. 
Ncn, William, .^on of John and Sarah, d. Jan. 25, 1817, aged 15. 

John, d. May 25, 1832, aged 37. Sarah his w. d. Sep. 27, 1840, aged 65. 

, LI NOW ooD, Bartholomew, d. Dec. 20, 1730, aged 40 Hannah his w., d. 

une 10, 1737, aged 50. Bartholomew their son, from Witney, d. young. 

Bartholomew, senior, d. April 1, 1714, aged 72. 

As I am so must you be. Prepare with speed to follow me. 

Benjamin, d. April 28, 1789, aged 71. 

John, of Lew, d. Feb. 4, 1844, aged 94. 
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Collins, Sunannn, w. of Simon C, died Aug. 31, 1787, aged 48, 
With patience to the Lord she did submit, 
\'\d murnutred not at what the Lord thought iit : 
She with a Christian courage did resign 
Her soul to God at his appointed time. 

Simon, d. March 1, 1807, aged 78, 

Dear children all I pray agree. And serve the Lord and follow me: 
Serve your God while you bave breath, There's no repentance after death 
Mary, daughter of Simon and Susanna, died April 4, 1804, aged 14 



While in this world I did romain, My latter end was grief and pain , 
But when the Lord he thought it best, tie took me to a place of rest. 
Thomas, d. Dec. 23, 1814, aged 79. 



Cooke, Thomas, B. D. archd. of Salop*, rect. of Drayton, & vie, of Bam., d. Ap 
6, 16G9, ag, 7;L Klizab. Wiat, mother of Priscilla w. of Th. Cooke, d. May 16 

■ 1668, ag. 82, [long Latin inscription} 

John, died Feb. 12, 1832, aged 49, 

If three score years and ten we stay, 'Tis but a shadow past away. 

But lands the saints with Christ above In the sweet sun-oeam of big love, 

CoPELAND, Mary wife of William C. died Feb. 26, 1807, aged 73, 

Cork, Richard, of Lew, died Jan, 28, 1718. also ,...his wife 

Cripps, Mrs Michael, ancient and worthy citizen of Ox*d. Nov. 27, 1693, ag. 78. 
Near to this place enclosed I lie, A victim to mortality ; 
My yearft were many, but are past, And hither I am come at last, " 
To sleep in dust, a destined fate : Which son'e feel earlv, ethers late : 
Your time's uncertain, but will come. And every man s appointed doome. 
Wherefore prepare to take great heede ; Mark well thy steps, be good with spcede ; 
Trust to thy Saviour for thy gain. And thou through him shalt life obtain. 

— '■ Elizabeth, w. of John C, d. Aug. 20, 1791, ag. 25. Susannah, their dr., 

d. Sep, 5, 1704, aged 5* 

Mary wife of Thomas, d, July 19^ 1319, aged 23 — also 3 inf. child 

Weep not for me, my husband dear, Behold my body aleepeth here : 
My debt is paid, my grave you see, Then soon prepaie to follow me. 

Croft, Mrs Mary, a benefactor to this town, lies here. 

Curd, Mrs Sarah, d. June 1, 1772, aged 71. i 

DEWE, Richard, Senr, second son of Mr, Richard 1). late of Abingdon, in the. 
county of Berks, esquire, died Sep. 14, 1684, aged 60. 

•— John, Esq, &c. died Ap. 2.3, 1759, aged 50. monument erected by hit 

sisters Jane and Mary Dewe. Anna Maria his sister, died Aug. 19, 1753. 
-Richard, and Jane his w,, he d. Ap. 5, 1728, ag, 18 [Lat. ins,] 



Drinkwater, Margaret, w. of William, d, Feb. 13, 1718, aged 71 

Du BBER, Ann, 1775, 

DuTTON, Ann, wife of Richard D,, died Nov, 15, 1799, aged 33. — also four child-^ 
ren, John, d, Jan, 4, 1770, ag. 18 ms., Sarah, d. Aug. 2, 1777, ag. 8 days, Marga^ 
garet,d, Feb. 18, 1789, ag. 2 yrs., Thomas d. Oct. 4, 1794, ag. 19. 

Richard, died June 10, 1813, aged 67. 

Catherine, dau, of Richard and Ann, died March 24, 1806, aged 21, 

EATON, Elizabeth, wife oi Thomas, d cd Oct. 2, 1776, ag. 43. 

My friends of me are now bereft. And I within this tomb am left. ' 

But no— my body is not I ; For I am blessed in the sky. / 

. • Ann, daughter of 'lliomas and Elizabeth, died May 1, 1789, aged 23! 

-* Thomas, died May 29, 1816, aged 82. 

Long in this world I did remain : My latter end was grief and pain : 
But when the Lord he thought it best. He took me to His place of rest, 

Edmonds, Johan. A. M., hujus eccl. Vicar., ob. 21 Ap. 1743, aetat. suae 13o. 
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Eldrioe, Joseph, died Feb. 28, 1809, aged 72. 

FAWDERY, Michael, d. Sep. 3, 1726. Anne, w. of M.. F., and Jane, w. of 
Richard Mahiin, d. Jan. 17, 1740, aged 60. Mary Fawdery, dr. of tlie 

above Michael F. Anne Mallim, d. Dec ag ....!. 

Fell, Leonard. Hie reliquiae ponuntiir Leonard Fell, infantis, qui obiit So 
nonarum Feb., MDCCVI. 

Serius aut citiu3 nietam properamus ad unam. 
Fisher, Hannah, dr. of Edward and Catharine Sarah Fisher, d, Jan. 27, 1837, 
aged 26. Edward, their son, d. May 24, 1838, ag. 18. 
Just in my youthful blooming years, I left my frends with weeping tears. 
My time was short, I could no longer stay. My dear Redeemer called me away, 

Thomas, son of Edward and Catharine Sarah F., d. Dec. 23, 1840, 

ag. 27, leaving a wife and two single children. Lucy, daughter of Thomas 
and Elizabeth F., d. Jan. 21, 1843, ag. 3 years 2 months. 
Fox, Michael, d. Feb. 1, 1701, aged 22. 

Mary, dr. of John F. and wife of Thomas Saunders, formerly butler of Trin- 
ity Coll., Ox., d. Dec. 31, 1772, aged 57. 

Francis, d. Nov. 4, 1792, aged 70. John Fox, d 22, 1801, ag. 83. 

Mary, w, of John, d. Jan. 7, 1797, aged 39 yrs. John Fox d 

Charlotte, dr. ofThos and Maria F. of Aston in this p. d. Aug. 16, 1819,ag. 21. 

Farewell, my friends, who loved me so dear ; 
I'm gone to rest : you have no cause to fear. 
My time was short, I could no longer stay, 
My dear Redeemer called me away. 

John, late of Aston, d. Aug. 7, 1823. 

A loving husband and a father dear, A faithful friend lies buried here. 

James, son of John and Hannah, late of Aston, d. June 6, 1827, ag. 34. 

My wife and children dear, As 1 have left behind. 
Be prepared to follow me. And bear me in your mind. 
Great sorrow it was to part with you, More joy for to ensue. 
And with the just I hope to rise, And there to meet with you. 

Joseph, gent., d. Aug. 23, 1802, aged 62. 

Richard, son of William and Sarah, d. March 15, 1821, ag. 26 rears. 

From dust thou art ; to dust must fall ; Think oft on this and on God call. 
This life how short, how sure the grave. Make no delay your soul to save. 

Mary, dr. of John and Mary, d. Dec. 22, 1 835, ag. 32. 3 s. and 1 dr. d. infants. 

John, d. March 21, 1811, ag. 64. 

Maria, w. ofThos,. d. Dec. 27, 1837, ag. 65. 

All flesh is grass and turns to dust, Mortals are born to die ; 
Live well and put in Christ your trust. And hope for endless joy. 

William, son of Wm. and Sarah, of Ducklington d. Sep. 27, ag. 21. 

Christ is my life, though body die, My soul with Christ lives joyfully, 
. My life's not lost ; refrain your tears. My life's but hid till Christ appears. 

John, son of William and Sarah, of Claywell, d. Jan. Jll, aged 42. 

A lingering illness did me seize. Which no Physician could me ease. 
At length the Lord he thought it best To take me to a place of rest. 

Richard, d. Oc-;. 21, 1779. Mary his w., d. Nov 2, 1781. 

Mary, widow, d. Ap. 15, 1 793, ag. 77. Mary, w. of Joseph, d. same day, ag. 51. 

Elizabeth, d. Feb. 23, 1817, aged 75. 

Sarah w. of William, d. June 24, 1777, ag. 38 

Frederic, Dorothy, d. Sep. 14, 1763. Mrs. Manha V. d. Jan. 1763. Gascnygne 

F. Esq., d. Jan. 25, 1780. Mrs. Mary F. d. April 20, 1786. Mrs. Su- 
sanna. F, d, Miy 27, 1798. 
Frost, Ella, dr. of Samuel and Jane, d. Ap. 9, 1799, ag. 3 yrs. 7 ms. George 
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frost, d. Nov. 21, 1840, ag. 45. 

GEEVES, Robert, d. May 21, 1703. Anthony, d. Nov. 22, 1712, aged 87. 

GiLLET, Nora, died May 20, 1815, aged 8 months. 

Godwin, Richard, of Leachlade in Glostershire, late servant lo Doctor Fortes- 
cue, d. March 6, l7o2, ag. 57. 

GowKR, three infants of John Gower Esquire and Anne his Wife, namely 
Anue G. buried March 28, 1C76.— William G. buried Feb. 14, 1679, — aud 
Mary G. buried May 2, 1679. 

Green, Bernard, died April 15, 1811, aged 74. — Bernard Green junior, died 
Sep. 25, 1827, aged 62. 

GaovEb, Elizabeth, dr. of George and Mary G., d. May 11, 1806, aged 23. 

Mary, w. of George G., d. March 12, 1779, ag. 28 yrs.— Ann, and 

Sarah, their infant daughters. 

George, died July 22, 1799, aged 56 — William, son of George and 



Mary G., died June 7, 1791, ag. 18.— Mary w. of George G., d. May 29, 1793, 

aged 41. — George, son of George and Mary G., d. Feb. 19, 1816, ag. 30. 
HARRIS, Elinor, w. of James, d. Dec. 19, 1758, ag. 43. 

Robert, late of Coate,d. Feb. 28, 1793, aged 54. 

Elizabeth, w. of William, (late of Aston) d. Aug. 20, 1791. 

Mrs Sarah, late of Coate, d. Dec. 26, 1842, ag. 82. 

Hawkins, William, A. M., of Whitchurch, Dorsetshire, and formerly Professor of 
poetry in the Univ. of Oxford; d. July 12, 1801, ag. 79. —also William Haw- 
kins M. A., his son, ^'ellow of Pemb. Coll. Ox., d. Oct. 12, 1801, ag. 48. 
Hawtrey, Rev. Chas , vicar of two portions of Bampton, d. June 23, 1796, ag. 63. 
Herbert, Eleanor, died Dec. 21, 1810, aged 82. 
HiGGiN}', William, d. Nov. 19, 1843, aged 50. Ann wife of Edward Hutton, dr. 

of the late Chas. and Mary Higgins of Hatford, Berks, d. July 12, 1790, ag. 59. 
Hill, Darothy, w. of Roger, buried the 18 of April, 1673. 

Peter, died Feb. 9, 1786, aged 80. 

Ann, wife of Peter, d. Feb. 5, 1780, aged 60. 

Samuel, died Aug., 21, 1823, aged 73. 

Elizabeth, w. of. d. Nov. 10, 1807, aged 66, 

Hitchcock, Mary, died Aug. 28, 1801, aged 35. 
HoLcoT, Robert, d. Oct. 25, 1600. 

Orate pro anima venerabilis ac scientifici viri, mngistri Roberti Holcot, sacer- 
dotis ac archimagistri, necnon hujus insignia ecclesice vicarii vitam dum agitr- 
ret in humauis : oui Domino obdormivit mensis Octobris luce vicesima quinta, 
anno CCCCCo. Huic propicietur ille, cui omnium renim prima potestas. 
TloLFORD, Elizabeth, d. Jan. 11, 1819, aged 73. 

Holiday, Michael, d. Ap. 3, 1801. also Ann his w. d. May 22, 1808. [ 

HoNEYBONE, Johu, late servant to Mrs. Necdham, d. Jan. 16, 1780, aged 53r •" 
HoHDE, Frances, w. of SirTh. H., d. July 23, 1633, ag. 36. 

Thomas, esq. eldest son of Sir Th. H. d. Nov. 1, 1715, ag. 92 — Barbara^ 

his first w. d. Aug. 12, 16"1, ag. 44. 

Seeke not m marble, nor this straitened room. 
But country's greife her epitaph and tombe : 
This keeps her dust, her mem ry that shall keep. 
While men can vortue love or losses weepe. 

Charles, eld. s. of Tho. & Bar., d. July 29, lf;'93, ag. 37. .' ^ 

Susanna, second w. of Tho. H., Aug. 12, 1680, ag. 37. t^ 

[The genealogies of the Horde family given on these tombs are, too long to bf^ 

here enumerated.] JT 

Hudson, Rob., and Jane, his w., bed. March .26, 1768, ag. 75, shed. Nov. 5, \774f^^ 

aged 75. f" 
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Aa tlioRP we love decay, we die in part, 

String after string is loosen 'd from the heart, 

Till lengthen^ life at last, but breathing cluy. 

Without one pang is glad to full away. 
DsoN, Robt, d, Jan« 16, 1805^ ag. 70. Ann, his dr., d. Ap. 1.5, 18.'}7, ng. 2 ys 8 nts. 

The dear delights we here «njoy, And fondly call our own, 

Are but short favonrn lent us now. To be repaid anon. 
Distrust and darkness of a ftiture state 
Make poor mankind so fearful of their fate : 
DeatH in itself is nothing, but we fear 
To be we know not what, we know not where. 
fRcoMB, Thomas, son of Wm. and Sarah H., died October 15, 177.% aged 17. 

-Wm,d,Jan. 1, 1786, ag. 63. Sarah, w. of Wm, d. Feb. l.'J, 1787, ag. 31. 

William, son of William and Sarah Hurconib, died July J), 1788, ag. 30. 

Maria, w. of John llurcomb, d. Jan. 3, 1841, 

John, d. March 17, 1843, aged 84. 

EVES, Edward, late of Lew, d. Dec. 28, 1831, aged 79, •— also Thomas Jec?ci, 

a. Feb. 28, 1832, aged 76. 

HNsoN, Thomas, of Lew, d. Apr. 1, 1805, aged 65, 

Here lies the only comfort of my life, 

Who was the best of hubands to a wife, 

Since he is not, no ioy I e'er shall have, 

Till laid by him witnin his silent grave. 

Here we shall sleep and quietly remain 

Till by God's power we meet in Heaven again. 
Eliia, his wife, d. Feb. 9, 1821, aged 77. 

Here lies the mortal part of a beloved wife, 

Prudent in all her conduct when in life ; 

A tender mother, faithful consort here. 

Lamented by her spouse and children dear. 

She died, but is not dead, for yet she lives 

With God and Christ, eternal life who gives . 

Mourn not her loss : she's only gone before, 

And strive to follow her, to part no more. 

Samud, d, Dec. 14, 1768, aged 65. also Alice, hii wife, d. Feb. 27, 1785. 

Thomas, d. July 7, 1809, aged 64. 

- Thomas, d. Dec. 7, 1822, aged 75. 



Tho8.d. Ap. 17, 1832, ap. 54. Hannah, his wife, d. Nov. 16, 1838, ag. 62. 

4ES, Elisabeth, w. of Samuel, of St. Clement Dane, London, 2d dr. of John and 
\nn King, innkeeper of this parish, d. Oct. 2, 1826, aged 24. 

John Orpwood, d. Anril 4, 1827, aged 28. 

Mr. Samuel, late of St. Clement Dane London, d. Feb. 18, 1835, aged 35. 

— Hannah Munro, dr. of Moses and Ann J., d. April 20, 1840, aged 15. 
CARSE, Mary, wife of Thomas, senior, of Black Bourton, d. Dec. 17, 1773. 

Priflcilla, daughter of Robert and Mary, d. Sep. 7, 1799, aged 12. 

NT, Anthony, d. Sep. 9, 1707, aged 27. 

NO, Rachel, wife of Walter K., d. April 20, 1783, aged 42 year*. 

— Elizabeth, wife of Wm King junior, d. April 20, 1834, aged 49 yw. 
ilso Priflcilla their daughter, d. Dec. 23, 1824, aged 19. 

— Wm, sen. d. Jan. 20, 1801, aged 45. Sarah, hiJt w. d. May 24, 1827, ag. 75* 

— Williani, late plumber and glazier &c. d. Jan. 29, 1837, aged 50. 

— J. S., d. Feb. 13 1831, ag. 58. Ami, his wife d. May 15, 1S42, ag. 64. 
;Apr, George, d. Jan. 18, 1792. 

Catharine, wife of George, d. April 4, ld03, aged 70. 
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LAMBETH, Eliztli, w. of Thos L., d. June 17, 1804, ag. 75. Richard & Rt.bert 
their sons. d. in infancy. 

Elizabeth, wife o' James, d. Jan. C, 18.32, ag. G2. 

Deep interr'd in earth's darlc tomb, The mould'ring body lies ; 
But the Clirirttian from the t.imb Shall soon triumphant rise. 
■ Simon Colliuf*, d. July 31, 18.*i7, aged 38. 



Weep not for me, my dear wift, But rather do rejoice. 
Though I was called away so ^oon, 1 was the Almighty's choice. 
Lardxer, Waller, Sen., of Bamptone, d. Jan. 7, 1702, aged 72. 

Stand still, kind reader, spend a tear Upon the dust that sleepeth here, 
And whilst you read this state of mine. Think of the glass that runs of thine. 
Lauranck, ..., 8. of Rich. & Sanh L., of Astell, d. April 11, 1756, ag. 62. 
Leake, John, s. of Thos and Hannah, d. Oct. 2, 1817 ag. 9 months. 
Beneath this stone an infant lie«i, Whose earth to ashes lent 
Hereafter may more glorious rise, Though not more innocent. 

Elizabeth, wife of 'ITios, d. Dec 22, 1812, ag. 49. 

There is no age that death will spare. All ages, they must die ; 
Therefore to die let all prepare. To live eternally. 

Thomas, d. July 4, 1819, aged 69. 

Lbforestikr, Louis, d. Ap. 8, 1841, aged 8 months. 

Leverid, Elizabeth, w. of John L., a. Aug. 10, 1670. 

Lewis, Joseph, s. of John and Mary L., d. Oct. 29, 17'4, ag 29. 

LiMDSET, Mary, w. of Humphrey L., of Coate, d. March 11, 1774, aged 80. 

' Humphrey, of Coate, died June 5, 1775, aged 91. 

Edward, d. Aug. 30, 1813, ag. 79.— also Ann L., d. April 26, 1817, ag. 68. 

This stone presents before th* unthhiking throng 
Th' instructive lesson, as they pass along; 
Shews them how frail they are, ho'.¥ wise 't would be. 
To seek a fitness for eternity. 
LissETT, Rev. Rd, M. A., vicar of Oundle in Northamptonshire, d. Dec. 14, 1764, 
ag. 71. also Wm L., Gent., & Jane, his w., she d. Ap. 20, 1753. bed. Ap. 1, 1772. 

Mr. William, gent, d. Mar. 17, 1791, ag. 65. also Eliza, relict of the said 

W. L., d. Nov. 18, 1796, ag. 80. Mrs. Jane his sister, d. Dec. 31, 1799, ag. 69. 
MACE, Robert, d. Feb., 1682. 

Maccauohey, Ann Washington, d. March 22, 1798, ag. 5 y. — Richard M^j 
d. June 27, 1802, aged 2 years 3 months and 6 days. J 

Malam, Richard, d. July 13, 1773,ag. 88. John, and Mary his wife, bed. Sep.' 

20, 1774, ag. 56. she d. July 24, 1775, ag. 54. 
Mander, John, esq., d. Ap 7, 1809, ag. 62. Mrs. Sarah M., his mother, died 1 788, 

also John Nabbs, & Elizabeth, his w., bed. Ap. 3, I770.8hcd. March 6, 1769. 
Martin, Mrs. Elizabeth, died Sept. 17, 1799, aged 80, 
May, Mary, spinster, d. Jan. 3, 1804, aged 93. 

In faith she dies, within she lies Here underneath, though without breath. 
Merchant, Elizabeth, w. of William, d. July, 18, 1734, aged 53. 
Merrick, Mary, daughter of John and Ann, buried Jan. 18, 1788, ag. 30. • -alsc 
Ann, w. of John M., buried Sep. 18, 1772, ag. 39. — also Wm, s. of John and 
Ann, buried Feb. 3, 1778, aged 6. 

Affliction's sore long time I bore. Physicians were in vain, 
Till the Lord pleased Death should me seize. To ease me of my pain. 
Miller, David, second s. of David and Martha, d. Mar. 7, 1804, ag. 4 y. 11 m 
Beneath a lovely infant lies. To earth his body lent 
More glorious shall hereafter rise. Though not more innocent ; 
When the archangel's trump shall blow. And souls to bodies join, 
Millions will wish their lives below^ Had been as short as thine. 
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Miller, David, d. Feb. 27, 1829, aged 73. 

Monk, Jji. and Mary his w. He d. Jan. 21, 1787, ag. 59. She d. Dec. 19, 1809, ag. 75. 

Elizabeth, d. Feb. 24, 1826, aged 62. 

You that are young, prepare to die, I once was young, and here I lie. 
My n)arriage-bed lies in the dust, Christ is my spouse, in whom I trust. 
Mary, d. of Wm and Mary M., d. Sep. 21, 1811, aged 26. 



Kind angels guard this sleeping dust, Till Christ shall come to raise the just ; 
Then may she wake in sweet surprise, And in her Saviour's image rise. 
John, died Oct. 24, 1837, aged 52. 



Farewell, my wife and children dear, I'm gone to rest, you need not fear. 
In love we lived ; in peace I died. You crav'd my life, but God denied ; 
Grieve not for me, for 'tis in vain, I hope in Heaven to meet again. 

Wm, late of Aston, died Jan. 16, 1848, aged 82. 

Keep death and judgment always in your eye. 
None are fit to live, who are not fit to die: 
Make use of present time, because you must 
Take up your lodgings, shortly, in the dust : 
* Tis dreadful to behold the setting sun. 
And night approaching ere your work is done. 
Morse, Richard, died Dec. 3, 1817, aged 52. 

Mynchinge, Roberto, of , d. Sep. 14, 1611. 

Newman, Mr. Edw., d. Jan. 8, 1775, aged 68. 

ORPWOOl), Wm, d. Aug. 13, 1709, aged 28. Wm, d. June 24, 1731, ag. 58. 
Wm, buried July 23, 1750, aged 83. 

Thos, and Mary, his w., he d. Dec. 27, 1775, ag. 38. she d. May 21, 1771, 

ag. 75. — Ann their grddr. buried Feb. 1, 1771, ag. 24. 

William, son of Jn and Hannah, d. Jan. 3, 1779, aged. ..years 

Hannah, w. of John. O., d. Oct. 13, 1800, ag. 77. 

Jn, d. Feb. 20, 1807, ag. 86. 

Elizth, d. Jan. 5, 1811, ag. 77. 

There is no ag^ that death will spare. All ages they must die ; 
Therefore to die, let all prepare I'o live eternally. 
PALMER, Barb.,wid.. eldest dr. of Thos. Horde, esq., who d. Jan. 7, 1681, ag. 27» 

and left 3 sons, named Giles, John, and Thomas. 
Pawlino> Hannah, w. of Wm. P., d. June 7, 1752, ag. 4 yrs. — Hannah, their 
dr., d. May 6 17.. 2, ag. 8 yrs. 

William, d. May 23, 1799, ag. 63. Ann P., his mother, d. Dec. 18, ...... 

Pettifer, Sarah, w. of Edwd, d. March 27, 1775, ag. 32. Eleanor, dr. of Wm and 

Ann P., died March 16, 1781, aged 10 months. 

Elizth, w. of Edwd, d. Jan. 26, 1826, ag. 73. Edwd P., d. June 20, ag. 89. 

John, son of Edwd and Elizth, died April 1, 1796, aged 17 yrs. 

Philips, Stephen. Hie jacet Stephanus Philips, S. T. P. Obiit 1684. 

Philips, Rev. Step., D. D. d. Aug. 20, 1784, ag. 46. mon. erected by his widow 

Mary, dau. of Thos.Cooke. [Latins.] 
PiNcoT, Elizabeth, died Apr. 29, 1805, aged 74. 

Long in this world I did remain. My latter end was grief and pain : 

And when the Lord he thought it best, He took me to a place of rest. 
Plaster, Wm, and Mary, his wife, d. June 6, 1797, ag, 35. — Sarah their inf. dr. 

Rob., s. of Rob. and Mary, died Apr. 21, 1788, ag. 21. 

Rob., d. Feb. 15, 1810, ag. 78. Mary, w. of Rob., d. Aug. 23, 1811, ag. 90. 

Margaret, w. of Wm, d. May 21, 1818, ag. 25. 

Plymmyswode, Thomas. Hie jacet mag. The. PL quondam vicarius de Bamp. cujus 

animae propicietur Deus. Amen ! 
Price, Mary, w. of Walter, late of Marcyhampton, Glost. d. Dec. 28, 1835) ag. 95. 
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PiucE, Jane, w. of Jn, d. Oct. 3, 1813, ag. 81. Mary Hudson, d. July 7, l817, ag. 7S. 
Pryor, Robt, d. Maich 1701. Mary, his w. d. Dec, 1792. Wm P. d. Jan. 18, 1828, 

ag. 80. Elizth, his w. d. Aug. 21, 1832, ag. 78. Wm P. d. June 25, 1751, aged 62. 

Mary, his wife died May 19, 1812, aged 89. 

PusRY, Mary, wife of John, died aged 63. 

REYNOLDS, Rev. Wm., M. A., double portionist of B., d. Xan. 28, 1750, ag. 46. 

Rachael, his w, d. Sep. 18, 1771, ag. 74. Mary, their dau., d. Dec. 23, 1744, 
ag. 19. [Lat ins.] 
RicKETTs, Betty, w. of Joseph, late of Aston, d. March 11, ng. 79. 

Farewell my children & relations dear, I'm gone to rest; you have no cause to fear. 

Grieve not for me ; in time apply ; To meet that sentence all are doom'd to die : 

So shall we meet again to part no more. But live with Christ in peace for evermore. 
RiDOE, Thos, d. May 23, 1792, ag. 82. Elizth, his w. d. Sep. 18, 1765. 
UoBERTb, Sarah, w. of Wm, d. Oct. 16, 1791, ag. 59. Maria, dr of Wmand Sarah 

R., d. March 11, 1779, ae. 12. 
. Maria, dr of Wmand Mary R., d. Sep. 17, 1822, ag. 20. — Fred. s. 

of Wm and Mary R., died in his infancy — Mary R., d. Nov. 3, 1830, ag. 33. 

Sarah, d. March 11, 1832, ag. 71.— Tabitha, R., d, June 6, 1832, ag. 68. 

Wm, esq., d. Dec, 1843, ac. i7. 



Robins, Jas, s. of Levi and Jane, d. May 28, 1818, ag. 8. Ann, their dr., d. June 8, 

1826, ag. 2 months. 
Rose, Geo., (s. of Jas R., solr., and Elizth his w.) d. June 12, 1843, ag. 26. 
SAMMONS, Amelia Ann, w. of Thos, d. Apr. 28, 1805, ag. 67. —Thos S., d. 

Oct 27, 1779, ag. 52. 
Samdblamm, Elizth, w. of John S., d. Jan. 18, 1701. Elizth, d. of John and Elizth. 
Savory, John, d. Jan. 3, 1808, aged 23. 
Searey, Ann, d. Sept. 19, 1780. John S., d. Dec. 27, 1787, ag. 77, 

. Charlotte, w. of Wm, d. May 21, 1808, ag. 40. Wm, s, of Wm & Charlotte. 

. Elizth, w. of Wm, d. Sept. 21, 1817, ag. 38. 

My husband and my children dear. It is God's will that I am here. 

As 1 am, so must you be, Prepare therefore to follow* me. 
• Catharine, wife of John, died March 31, 1804, aged 67 



A Christian true, a friend sincere. In all her actions just, 

A tender faithful wife lies here. Consigned to native dust. 2 

Richard & Charlotte, their inf. chiln. also John, died April 27, 1807, ag. 72. 

Peace to thy gentle shade ; thy soul is free ; Death 's but the gate to immortality I 
William, died October 20, 1829, aged 63. 



Here lies a careful & industrious man, Who did by labour measure out life's span. 
But now his latest grain of sand is run. And all his care and all his labour done. 
So, pray, for me no pity take But love my children for my sake. 

Thomas, son of John and Catharine, oied Dec 17, 1811, aged 33. [Ins- 



cription in poetrv. See page 57, Orpwood Elizabeth. 
- John, died January 2, 1821, aged 56. 



Man's life, what is it? 'T is a flower. Looks fresh and dies ¥rithin an hour. 
How frail is man! how short his breath. In midst of life we are in death. 
Sbeppard, W. H., esq., 1715. 

SuiNOLETON, Mary, w. of Joseph S. sen, d. May 4, 1774, ag. 7^ 
Through all affliction God great comfort gave. 
And laid me peaceful in the silent grave. 
From which 1 hope to rise my God to see 
To dwell with Christ to all etemi^. 

Jos., sen, d. Feb. 3, 1777, ag. 80. 

■ Sarah, w. of Jos. d. March 22, 1798, ag. 58. Jos. S., d. Dec 20, 1813, 

aged 8K 



APPENDIX, NO XXII. 59 

Shingleton, Geo. Bryan, d. Sep. 11, 1834, ag. 60. 

Sims, John, d. Jan. 5, 1823, ag. 82. Margaret, his wife, d. Feh. 21, 1723, ag. 78. 
While here on earth I did remain. My latter end was grief and pain. 
At length the Lord has thought it best To take me to a place of rest. 

Elizabeth, buried 1751, in the 80th year of her age. 

Skinner, John, son of John and Jane, d. March 31, 1781, ag. 2 yrs. 3 ms. 

Ann, dr of John, d. May 1, 1787, in her infancy. 

Robt, and Elizth, his w., he d. Jan. 28, 1792, ag. 87. she d. Jan. 9, 

1790,aged87.] Beneath this stone are laid an honest pair. 

Who three score years did various changes share ; 
Tho' Heaven decreed them in an humble state, 
Yet were their lives more happy than the great. 
Blush then, ye rich, and learn from hence to know. 

Contentment bliss below, 

Thos, d. Sept. 9, 1802, ag. 63. Mary his wife d. Dec. 6, 1813, ag. 77. 

-Jane, wife of John, d. May 20, 1811, aged 67. 



A patient Christian through a suffering life, A tender mother and a loving wife. 
Though all shall fade, and Nature's self must die. Her pure and virtuous deeds to 
also John, her husband, d. Ap. 2, 1813, ag. 71. [Heaven shall fly. 

Smith, Wm, died March 15, 1815, aged 61. Thos, son of Wm & Ann, died in Lon- 
don, Dec. 31, 1793, aged 17 yrs. 9 mths. George, died in infancy, also Ann, wife 
of Wm, died Jan. 25, 1840, aged 76. 

Snell, John, infant, died Sept. 2, 1691. Ann Snell, infant, died Sept. 19, 1696. 

Reverend Thos, S. T. B. [Lat.in scrip.] Mrs Elizth, his widow, daughter of 

the late Jno. Frederic esq., died Jan. 2, 1788, aged 81. [Latin inscription.] 

Sparrowhawk, Wm, jun., d. Oct. 10, 1753, ag. 39. Mary, his wife, d. Jan. 23, 1763, 
ag. 64. Wm, their son, d. Nov. 30, 1797, ag 60. also seven infant children. 

Robt. d. Feb. 14, 1819, ag. 75. Sarah, his w., d. Nov. 1, 1794, ag.37. 

also Thomas and John, their sons, died in infancy. 

Spencer, Samuel, died May 8, 1841, aged 63. 

Stephens, Mary Clara, w. of Fred., grocer of Bamp., died March 15, 1844, aged 32. 

Stone, Robt, d. Jan. 19, 1822, ag. 78. Sarah, his wife, died Nov. 21, 1831, ag. 80. 

Robert. A husband kind, a father dear, A faithful friend is buried here, 

Call'd hence to sleep in peaceful dust. Till Christ shall raise him with the just. 

Thomas, son of Robert and Sarah, died June 23, 1831, aged 56. 

Sweet, Elizabeth, died March 8. 1844, aged 85. 

My eyes grew dim, my life it's thread has spun, 
My soul is flown to God, from whence it sprung ; 
Wearied with age my hoary head declined. 
In hopes through Christ some better place to find, 
also Mary, daughter of the above, died July 29, 1833, aged 88. 

TAYLOR, Jas, d. Oct. 30, 1828, ag. 63. Esther, his w., d. Mar. 12, 1829, ag. 67. 

Teeling, Elizth, of Winkfield, Berks, d. Ap. 12, 1787, ag. 7. Rebecca, dr. of Wm & 
Rebecca Fitcher, d. July 26, 1789, ag. 4 yrs. 3 mths. also Hannah, dr. of Tlios 
and Elizabeth, died Oct. 9, 1789, ag. 34. [exhausted and her frame decay 'd, 
Hannah. While pale disease upon her vitals prey'd. Her strength 



With painful steps life linger'd to the grave, When human art had lost the power 

to save. 
Yet still kind Heaven disposed her virtuous mind. To bear with patience, and to 

death resign 'd. 
Thomson, George, obiit 28 Novemb., 1603. [Inscription in poetry see Page 42.] 
Townsend, Rd, d. Sep. 12, 1771, ag. 64. Elizabeth, his w., d. Ap. 16, 1800, ag. 86. 

Th., of Aston, d. July26, 1770, ag. 75. Eliz.his w.d.May 14,1787,ag.82. 

Richard, late of Aston, d. June 25, 1792, aged 50. 

John, died June 9, 1803, aged 71. 

Dear wife and children, pray agree, To serve the Lord and follow me : 
Serve God in time whilst you have breath. There's no repentance after death. 

Elizabeth, dr. of Wm and Ann, died July 2, 1784, aged 22. 

11 
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Reader, from hc'nce those lessons take, View death as always near ; 
lie wean'd tVoin earthly thiiifrs, and make Thy soul thy chiefest care. 

William, d. June 19, 1802, ag 65. Ann, his w., d. Sep. 11, 1818, ag. 82. 

Elizabeth, wife of Thomas, died Jan. 23, 1802, aged 70. 



Liden with years, by sickness prest, This pious matron came to rest, 
A fair example of good life, She was a chaste and loving wife, 
Her house did shew her prudent care, She knew both how to spend and spare, 
Mourn not, she's gone where tears do cease, Her upright life did end in peace, 
also Thcmias Townsend, died April 3, 1801, aged 03. 
Robert, died April 10, 1827, aged 68. 



Farewell my wife and children dear. It was the Lord that call'd me here, 
Short was the warning which he gave, When I was summon'd to the grave. 
But in the Lord I put my trust, And hope to rise among the just, 
also Mary, his wife, died Feb. 1, 1833, aged 68. 

John, d. Mar. 15, 1829, ag. 72. Ann, his w., d. Jan. 0, 1821, ag. 59. 



Robert Caleb, d. Jan. 19, 1832, ag. 26. Mary Ann, dr. of Rob. Cal. & 

Lydia T., died in infancy. Thomas, died Feb. 20, 1833, aged 43. 

Joseph, d. June 10, 1833, ag. 61. Jane, his wife, died June 16, 1837, 



aged 64. also Charlotte, their dr., died Dec. 14, aged 30. 

- Wm, late of Aston, d. Nov. 21, 1837, ag. 82. Thomas T., late of Chigwell, 



son of the above, also Wm Townsend, d. Oct. 5, 1840, ag. 50. [Inscr. see p. 52.] 
Thos, d. May 9, 1841, ag. 74. Elizth, hisw., d. June 17, 1843, ag. 79, 



also John, William, David, and Sarah, his brothers and sisters; Jn, d. Mar28t 
1831, ag. 68. Wm, d. Nov. 29, 1825, ag. 60. David, d. Nov. 30, 1821, ag.49. 
— Ann, wife of John, died July 28, 1813, aged 74. 



Dear reader, 'tis a serious thing to die. Thou soon must find it so as well as I : 
If for our works we bliss or woe receive. Dear reader, 'tis a serious thing to live. 
John, of Coate, died Sep. 1, 1818, aged 72. 



VAISEY, John, infant, died Nov. 23, 1724. 

WALK ER, Jos., esq., d. Jan. 1 ,1803, ag. 63. Elizth, his w., d. Mar. 9, 1818, ag. 63. ^ 

Ward, Jane, wife of Jas, dr. of John & Jane Skinner, d. Jan. 12, 1 831, ag. 48. also 

Sarah, mother of Jas W., died Ang. 8, 1834, aged 90. 
Watts, David, d. May 1, 1811, ag. 61. also Wm Mi:nt W., son of the above by Eli- 
zabeth, his wife, died Dec 28, 1813. 

Wenman, Anthony, died 3, 1715. Richard, junior, died Nov. 8, 1740. ; 

Who gave me life took it away. And turned my body into clay . ^ 

My time was short, and so may thine, Therefore prepare thyself in time. ' 

Richard, died Sept. 27, 1722. [Inscrip. see page 50, Mary Batts.] 

Whitaker, Maria, w. of Wm Henry esq., of Fyfield, Berks, d. Aug. 2, 1839, ag. 53. . 
White, William, and John, sons of John and Ann W. Willm died Aug. 24, 1712, 

aged 2. John died Aug. 26, 1712. 
WiAT, Elizabeth, wife of Dr. W., died anno 1688. arms, per pale. 
Williams, John, & Ann, his wife, she died Aug. 19, 1790, aged 63. he died Jan. 17, 

1801, aged 82. also their sons Charles and John died in their infancy. 
WiNSTANLEY, Rev. Wm Bankes, Master of the Grammar School in this town died 

Sept. 30, 1843, aged 56. 
WiNSTANLEY, Rev. Johu Robiuson, D. D. a vicar of this parish, died. Dec. 26, 1843. 

Winter, Sarah, wife, of Joseph, died 1797, aged 15. Richard, died 

It is said that this was the same Richard Winter, Tax-getherer, of whom some ' 
wit wrote the following clever epigram: ; 

Here comes Richard Winter, collector of taxes ; ' 

I advise you to pay him whatever he axes ; 
And that very soon, and without any flummery. 
For though his name's Winter, his acts are all Summary. 
Wrisht, William, died Aug. 29, 1822, aged 59. 

O Lord, turn not thy face away From him that lies prostrate 
Lamenting siore his sinful life Before thy mercy's gate. 
■ Richard, of Snows Hill, Gloucestershire, died Nov. 5, 1732, aged^ 24J 
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also Sarah, d. Aug. 4, 1787 ag. 16. footetone T. T. 1841, E. T. 1813. 
How vain are all encomiums on the dead ! 
How vain the stone with empty praise overspread ! 
No stately tomb can sooth the weeping wife, 
No choice inscription raise the friend to life, 
Death levels all ; the monarch and the slave 
Alike must lie unnoticed in the grave. 
WaiGHTbON, Louisa, daughterof Samuel and Anne, d. Aug. 1, 1802, ag. 6yrs 6 m. 
Yeatman, Margaret, w. of Robt Yeatman, Yeoman, d. Aug. 2, 1750, ag. 25. also 
Robert Yeatman, yeoman, d. Feb. 19, 1792, ag. 74. Martha, w. of Rob. Fisher, 
died Sep. 7, 1812, aged 87. Robert Fisher, dSed Dec. 9, 1829, aged 72. 
He died in peace, but lived in pain, A welcome death his greatest gain. 
The following were once found in Bamp. church-yard, but have been destroyed ; 
Why should you mourn for I Seeing it is God's will 
That man was born to die The Scripture to fulfil. 
For the loss of friends Is much 

Do no evil for the Devil Will have you if you do. 
Better 'twere given to you in Heaven To join the blessed few. 
This world 's a city full of crooked streets. 
Death is the market-place where all men meets ; 
Were life a merchanaize that wealth could buy. 
The rich would live, none but the poor would die. 

XXIII. IN ASTON CHURCH-YARD. 

BAKER, Mr Rd, d. Aug. 21, 1845 ag. 58. Selina, dr. of Rd & Susanna, d. July 10, 
1845, ag. 18. William, their son, died Aug. 26, 1815, aged 12 yrs. 

Banting, Ann, dr. of Jn & Ann, d. June 26, 1846, ag. 34. Weep not &c.8ee p. 52. 

SPARROWH AWK, Mr. Wm, yeoman, died Jan. 27, 1842, aged 56 years. 

TOWNSEND, John, son of Joseph and Jane T.,d. Feb. 11, 1816,ag. 36. 
Short was the warning that Death gave. When I was sumuion'dtothe grave : 
So God was pleased to end my time, And cut me off just in my prime. 

— Alfred, youngest sou of David Watts T. & Sarah his w„ of Coate, d. 

March 2, 1842, aged 16 years. 

Just in my youth and blooming years, I left my friends with weeping tears : 

God called in haste ; my soul did fly : I'm gone to rest eternally. 

XXIV. IN LEW CHURCH-YARD. 

BUTTS, Phoebe, dr. oi Robert and Phoebe B., d. Dec. 5, 1815, aged 19 yrs. 
Grieve not for me, my parents dear, I'm gone to rest, you need not fear. 
God call'd in hastu; my soul did fly ; I'm gone to rest eternally. 
In love we lived; in peace I died; You craved my life, but God denied. 
Here lies a child that 's dear to me; Christ call'd her hence his joys to see. 
I hope in Heaven I shall her find. Which heals the troubles of my mind. 

XXV. IN SHIFFORD CHURCH AND CllURCU-YARD. 

BAGGS, William, son of John and Elizabeth, d. Jan. 10, 1717, aged 20. 

Aaron, died Nov. 18, 1726. 

Bennet, Edward, died Nov. 11, 1729, aged 78. 

Blithe, Mrs. Susan, w. of Mr. Adam Blithe, rector of Ogborne St. George, Wilts;, 
Her father, Mr. Andreas Sonibanke, was a near relation to the Duke of Bruns- 
wick : her mother was of ihe ancient family of the Bradfords, of Ludlow, in 
Shropshire. This gentlewoman in her life-time made this folljwini^ ej)itaph, 
to be set upon her tomb. Christ, birth, life, death. And doleful payne. 

In life and death, to me is gaine. 
She died Nov. 9, 1645, aged 75 years, and left issue only one daughter. 

Brown, Sophia, wife of Thomas B., of Brighthamptoa, d. Feb. 19, 1813, ng. 45. 
A loving wife, a tender mother dear, A youthful friend lies buried lier : 
She lived belov'd, in peace she died, Her life was desired, but God denied. 
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aUo S:irah Ann, (laii;^htcr of Thonms and Sophia H., d. Oct. 2, 1835, Ag.4 yra, 

Tlioniiih, Hon of riioH and So))hia, of Bri^lillmnipton, d. May 1, 1813, ag. 22. 

With natiencctothi* laht ike. [InHcrip. Hctf pa^e 52, Suxanna CoUinH.j 
DAUBY, Roh.rt, hitf of Anton, d. Ihc 15, IHII, aged 72. 

IlohiTt, hite of (!ot(', Smith and Carrier, d. Sept. 17, 1772, agi'd 73. aJHo 

Mnrv, hiH wife, died March 30, 1801, aged 102 yrH. 11 niH. 
LA.Mllr/rif, ThoiuaH, died May 15, 180.5, aged 81. 
LoNo, M;tria, w. of Janieii, d. Oct. 18, 1810, aged 21. 

Farewell, vain world ! 1 bid adieu to thee, I value not what thou canst nay of uic ; 

What faultM thou Hecit In me, take care to Mhun, And look at home ; en mgh there 'm 

PINNOCK, William, died Jan. 23, 1701, aged 50. [to be done. 

Mary, w., of John P., and dr. of John and Ann Walter, of Stanton- 

llarcourt, d. May 15, 1800, ag. 27. 

Klizth, w. of'riioi, late of Brighthampton, d. May 23, 1817, ag. 83. 

While here on earth a true and faithful fnend, 
IChteeni'd by thoHe who knew her to the end. 
She never at the will of Ciod repined. 
But Htill enjoy 'd a calm and heavenly mind, 
Made Ood her refuge, in him put her tniKt, 
And to luK care renigu'd her earthly duKt. 

ThoiiiiiK, late of Brighthampton,* d. Sett. 30, 1818, ag. 53. 



AfflietiouH vore long time 1 bore, And racking nainii did long endure. 
But did Hubinit, when Ood thought fit, Beneatn 1 lie from paint releau'd. 
Hannah, w. of Joneph, d. Nov. 12, 1821, aged 43. 



My latter days on earth waH Mj)ent In pain Hevere, whicn God hath «ent, 
But now in peace 1 'm laid to Hleei), W ith Jcmuh Chrint I hope to meet ; 
My HorrowH pant, aUo my pain, We only part to meet again. 

Hannah, w. of Wm P., late of Brighthampt., d. Dec. 22, 1822, ag. 02. 



Weep not for me, my children dear, Nor Hpend your houm in grief; 
To Heaven addreKH your fervent prayer, And there you'll find relief. 
Uefpiie thiH world, and onward jirenH To reach the nappy nhore 
Where troubles end and sorrowH cease. And tears uhaU flow no more, 



Hannah Maria, dr. of Wm & Hannah, d. July 18, 1S23, ag. 20 yr«. 

You readers all that paMHeth by. Pray think of death, for you hiust die : 
Repent in time, make no deiay, I in my prime was call'd away ; 
My days are spent, my glasH is run. And now, sweet Jesus, I am come ! 
-Charles, late of Brighthampton, d. Apr. 29, 1828, ag. 83 yrs. 



Sincere to all, and uprii^ht in his ways, And all his actiens, justly merit praise 
Blessed be tliose who live beloved by most, And died lamented arc the greatest 
— Mercy, w. of Th, d.Ap.22,1833,ag.31. lillen, their infant dr. [loss. 



also Esther, their daughter, a. Aug. 10, 1838, aged 14 

Martha, dr. of Thos and Mercy P., d. Aug. 12, 1835, ag. 15 yrs. 

Martha, wife of Thomas, d. Jan. 0, 1830, aged 71. 

A pale consinnption gave the fatnl blow, 
'1 he stroke was certain, but th' effect was slow. 
With wasting pain death found me sore opprest. 
Pitied my s'ghs and kindly gave me rest. 

John, late of Standlake, d. suddenly Nov. 22, 1811, aged 09. Caroline, 

daughter of Jtilin and Mary P., d. Oct. 20, 18 U. also Ksau, their infant son. 
Puvott, Wm, d. Ap5, 1723, ag.52. insc. as above, see T. Brown. 
WlOINfiS, William, and Mary, his w., he d. March ..., 1727, ag.flO. shed. Dec. 
18, 1729, aged 71. 

Wherefore this is yet otice again. My husband, my request. 
To grant me pardon for my sin. That I in thee may rest. 
WiTUKKs, Margery, w. of Waller W. of Brighthampton, d. Feb. 3, 1728, ag. 68. 
WuMiuT, John, died July 25, 1700, aged 15 years. 

Mary, w. of Win, late of Chinmey, d. May 10, 1810, ftg. 60. William, 

their son, d. Aug. 20, 1780, ag. 21. also Sarah, their dr., d. Sep. 26, 1706, ag. 10. 
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XXVI. IN COTE CHAPEL AND BURIAL GROUND. 

BAKER, John, of Yelford, d. Ap. 12, 1802, ag. 75. Mary, & Saraii, ]m wives, 
Mary, d. July 29, 1760, ag. 75 : Sarah, d. April 20, 1801, ag. 57. 
Thomas, d. March 17, 1808, ag. 25. 



COOMBS, Tho8, d. Feb. 17, 1819, ag. 87. Elizth, his w., d. Jan. 17, 1828, ag. 97. 
Behold her ancestors, a pious race, Rang'd in fair order at her sight rejoice, 
And sing her welcome. 
Cure, John, d. luly 18, 1837, ag. 7". Barb., his w., d. Aug. 18, 18.36, ag. 72. 
Behold the husband and the wife. Now joined together at in life : 
We hope their souls are now at rest. In Jesus Christ for ever blest. 
DUNSCOMBE, Thomas, M. A., of Broughton, Hants, d. at Faringdon, Oct. 4, 
1811, ag. 63 : 26 years pastor of the church meeting in this place. 
Nature, be calm ! ye streaming tears, be dry ! 
The love, which prompts, should check the selfish sigh, 
Though fond affection long'd and hoped in vain. 
To his lov'd home to welcome him again, 
A nobler home is his, and bliss divine, 
In realms where love & truth unclouded shine, 
The Saviour's voice pronounc'd the blest decree, 
That where he is, there must his followers be. 
DuBFORT, Fredk, son of John and Eliza, of London, killed July 21, 1812, ag. 12. 
FRANCIS, Richard, of Southleigh, d. March 28, 1822, ag. G6: deacon of the 
church in this place 26 years. Mary, his w., d. Dec. 22, 1815, ae, 60. 

— Mary, 3d dr. of Wm F., of London, grd-dau. of Rich. & Mary R., d. 

Freeman, 3 children of Jos. and Mary F., d. infants. [Nov. 11, 1841, ag. 32* 

GILES, Richard, of Gaunt house, d. June 3, 1836, ag. 49. 

PECKS, James, d. Aug. 10, 1811, ag. 18. John, d. Sep. 23, 1809, ag. 13. Thomas, 

d. Dec. 23, 1811, ag. 11 ; all three, sons of Thos & Hannad P. 
PiNNocK, John, sen., d. Ap. 6, 1803, ag. 54. John P. Jun., d. Feb. 6, 1803, ag. 27 : 

Violetta, late of Briehth., d.Oct.12,1839, ag. 40. [both of Chimney. 

- Jane, w. of Jos., of Hardwicke, & dr. of Saml Williams, of Kingstonc-Llsie, 



Berks, d. Dec. 13, 1839, ag. 42. 
SPIERS, John, late of Standiake, d. Feb. 25, 1812, ag. 68. 
TALBOT, Martha, & Mary, twin drs. of Wm T. & Abigail Wallis, d. Dec. 20, 1835, 
aged 2 years 9 months. 

l\>uched by Christ's hand in smiles they *ll rise, They '11 rise to sleep no more, 
But robed in light and crown'd with joy, To endless joy will soar. 

Rd,d. Aug. 16, 1740,ag.69. Deborah, his w.,d.Ap. 15, 1758,ag.69. Richd, 

their son, d- Jmie 23, 1733, ag. 16. Violetta, their dr., d. Mar. 14, 1737, ag. 16. 
WILLIAMS, James, of Southly, d. July 10, 1785, ag. 71. 

Samuel, d. Nov. 14, 1789, ag. 62. 

Abiah, w. of Ebenezer W., of Bamp., youngest dr of Mr. Collet, pastor 

ofthe church-meeting, here, d. Feb. 4, 1790, ag. 73. 

Benjn, of this neighbourhood, d. Jan. 27, 1792, ag. 74. Rebecca, his 



2nd w., who d. 3 months before, of the same age. 

Ebenezer, of Cote, d. Jan. 26, 1786, ag. 82. 

Joseph, of Bampton, d. Dec. 14, 18(»2, ag. 56. 

Mr. Wm, of New Shifford, d. Jan. 23, 1830, ag. 72. 



Not in my innocence I trust ; I bow before thee in the dust : 
And through my Saviour's blood alone 1 look for mercy at thy throne. 
IWiLLiAMS, John, & Mary, his w., of Old Shif brd, he d. Jan. 21, 1801, ag. 75. she 
died Nov. 9, 1837, aged 92 
r.ofW] 



Ruth, dr. of Wm and Jane, of Notgrovc, Gloucestershire, and w., of Pe- 
ter W., of StaniUake, d. Oct. 31, ISU, ag. 34. also 4ehUdren, Ebenezer, ag. 5» 
and three infants. 

Boaz, s. of Peter, and Ruth, of Old Shiff, d. May 7, 1832, ag. 32. 

Jas, k Ann, his w., site d. Jan. 10, 1 811, ag. 29. he d. Dec, 9, 1839, ag. 73. 
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If this book should fall into the hands of a critic^ T beg to caution 
him against exercising the privileges of his craft on a work which was 
never meant for his inspeelion and therefore cannot justly be the vic- 
tim of his censure. It nas been compiled for the inhabitants of a small 
oouutry-town, who invited the author to write it, for their amusement, 
and paitly, aLso, out of regard for the place in which they live. If there- 
fore, strangers, who cannot sympathize with the writer, his subject, or 
his readers, shall venture to pull it in pieces, such critics had better never 
pass through the town of Bampton, for all its inhabitants will most 
assuredly rise in his defence. 

John AlLBN Giles, Curate of Bampton, First Portion, 

April 3, 1848. 
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